
fl^adridge married Ifery Cochran who was a daughter of Thomas Cochran* a native 

% 

north of Ireland, Her mother ms named Mackemie* 'from*sfeugust^County, The 
s lived at the Fred Ruckmen place* near Mill Point, 


THE AUIDR JDGES 



William Auldridge v/as a native of England, His widowed mother* Elizabeth* brought him 
to America prior to the year 1800, He ms probably ten or twelve years old. He grew 
up on the John son Place* Jerico Road* near Marlinton, 

William and Mary Cochran Auldridge went to housekeeping at Rridger Hotch* near where the 


* 


Bridgers Brothers* John and James were bushwhacked by the Indians* 1784, Dr, Sandy 
Auldridge* a great grandson of Pioneer William Auldridge owned the homestead for years* 


it is now owned by 


• The Auldridges had six sons. One of these 


sons was Samuel, He married Miriam Barlow, daughter of John and v artha YJaddell Barlow, 
Their son ms William* who married Eff 1© Pennell, Their daughter* Mrs, Mary Auldridge 
Harper* who ms married to Harry Harper 

'Mrs* Mary Auldridge Harper related the following story about the Auldridge family to 
Mr, Cal Price who published it in the Pocahontas Times* Sppt. 3* 1953; 

%gB| 

Mrs, Harper said she did not remember ever hearing the maiden name of Elisabeth* mother 
of William Auldridge, She did recall stories about her. She said Elizabeth died in her 
home on Jerico Farm in the year 1874* aged 114 years, Mrs* Harper said she had bem told 
that she was a lady of slight build; snail hands; "fingers like birds 1 feet, 11 
The tradition is that the name in England was Aldrich, Before her marriage to a commoner* 
Elisabeth was a lady in waiting on Queen Charlotte* at the court of George III* King of 

England, Mrs, Harper supposed that this would imply she was a high bom lady, 

* 

A visitor on occasions to Queen Charlotte was Catherine II* Stress of Russia, 0n» one 
of these visits the lady in waiting received thd s&lesm&ii with an engagement to show the - 
Empress ware of a maker of fine pottery. The young tradesman showing the ware to the 
royal customer ms named Aldrich, At a guess, his name might have been Ytilliam, Tftien 
Elisabeth and William saw each other* it wsts love at first sight. 

And what a tempest it all did raise, Mrs, Harper said* "7fe of this generation remember 
how a king of England got himself dethroned for hooking up with a commoner, A century 








ajjpF^half ago* the divine rights of kings and courtiers ms not the silly pretense and 


# * 


# * 



ay# William and Elizabeth were married* Eizabeth wt. was dropped from the queen's 


tge Washington and Company, Unlimited showed it to be. 


list of ladles In waiting. She ms disown^ by her family* They seemed to feel their 


name ms dishonored when she would marry her true love, 

Auldridge was fired off the job. In the course of a few years, marked by unemploy— 
ment, privation end discouragement, the husband sickened and died. He left a young 7 /idow 
aad their son, William, 

•fr 8 * Auldridge made strong resolve that her son should grow up in the free land of 
America, where man are on equal footing before the Lord and before the law. 

But, the passage money for the six weeks 1 of sea voyage was something she didn't have. 
However, there was the indentured servant statuate. Under it, the ship master took a 
paper, setting out the amount of the passage money and providing for sale of the services 
of the signor at public auctionj the bid for the shorest period of servitude to be 
accepted, f 

John Johnson v/as a Revolutionary soldier. As a boy, he was at Braddoek's Defeat, 1756 
An item he brought back ms an ads. This owned by a great-great-grandson, Ed C, Moore, 
and is now owned by — 

John Johnson owned a plantation, Jericho, of 1500 acres, on Jerico Road, (His will 
was signed in April, 1825 and probated, ? T arch Court, 1826, 

John Johnson's wife died in the late 1790's* He needed a governess with an education for 
a house full of children. Such a treasure ms to be found occasionally at the auctions 
of indentured servants in Richmond, So, John Johnson took a string of young horses, packed 
with products of plantation and country side, and hied away on the 200 mile journey to 
Richmond, on a trading trip. At the auction of indentured servants he bid in the widow 
Auldridge and her son, William, He brought her and the boy back to Jericho Farms* later 
he married her, 

Mrfi, Johnson lived to see two of her husband's grandsons elected to the United States 
Senate - Senator Ewing, of Ohio, and Senator Farnsworth of Vfest Virginia* Both were 
bora on Jericho Farms, 


It could well be added here that a Stevenson married into this Ewing family connection. 
So, in their line, we have had an Adlai Ewing Stevenson as Vice President of the United 
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<UPT, A. 51, FJMUll 

It is paid in God’s W-irmT of the 
righteous that “thou slmlt come to 
tliy grave in a full age, like as a 
shock of grain cometh in its seas¬ 
on.” In this there is of course the 
idea of ripeness, or litness, and of 
homo-bringing. How appropriate 
is this thought today when 
gather about all that remains o' 
the earthly tabernacle of this fath¬ 
er, husband and friend. 'I’he years 
have been rounded out to hi n nnd 
the ripening being completed, it is 
most fitting that he should bo taken 
into the garner of God. God thus 
comes in his infinite wisdom ami 
takes his servant a? the husbmd- 
itnan comes at harvest time, takes 
the sheaf kn^ places it in the store¬ 
house. J WlP\ ard not''here, then, 
today vtd 'stand aghast nt the 
strangeness of God’s providence 
but to pay tribute to the richness 
of his mercy in filling up the mea¬ 
sure of the days of our friend. 
Ail the processes of growth and 
maturity are complete and God 
bles^e* him by taking him into the 
heavenly garner as a ripened sheaf. 
It seems to me that the sentiment 
which the poet Tennyson express¬ 
ed with reference to his own death 
is the appropriate one on an oc¬ 
casion like this: 
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"Sunset and evening hell, 

And after that the dark, 

And may there be no moan lugs of 
farewell 

When I embark; 

For though from out our bourne of 
time and space 
The flood may hear me far, 
l hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar.” 

Alfred M. Elgar was born July 
10, 1E17 in the home occupied by 
bis ancestors several generations 
before him at Edgar’s Mill, Green¬ 
brier County. His parents were 
Archie Edgar and his wife Nancy 


and stock raiser. To this union 
were born five children, all survi- 
viving—Mrs. F. It. Hill, of Mar- 
1 in ton: Mrs. .11. W. McNcel, of 
Academy; A. P. Edgar, Esq , of 
Marlinton; and Mr. George and 
Miss Itacliel Edgar, at homo, 

, Cap*. Edgar’s dominant traits 
frtviaj his meekness of spirit and 
Ins unshaken,faith in his fellow- 
man, He was modest to a fault 
and hi i own natural modesty was 
nurtured by the habit ho had of 
always exalting others above him¬ 
self. I never d(new him to speak 
even critically of any one. What¬ 
ever faults he ! may have seen in 
bis fellowman were always cast 
into the background of shade as 
the sunlight of his praise fell upon 
theifejyirtues^> Peacqjie,loved and 
penttd^Tie'AfOtflH* h ive 'at almost 
arty cost. After knowing him, it 
always impressed me that his na¬ 
ture was in strange contrast to the 
popular notion of the ideal soldier. 
That so quiet, modest, peace-lov¬ 
ing a man should have won the 
record for bravery and daring that 
remains to hia credit as a soldier 
upsets many of our favorite ideas, 
but yet it is in keeping with the 
true psychology of bravery. Not 
the blustering braggart but tho 
quiet, sturdy, faithful soul makes 
the bravest and most dependable 
soldier. These traits were tho 
secret of bis long and honorable 
service as a soldier as they were 
the key-note of Ins after life. 

I need not speik of his life as a 
neighbor, friend, and citizen. It 
is so well known that nothing I 
could say would add anything to 
the sum of it. Since his illness 
and tire inevitable issue of it be¬ 
came known there has been heard 
only universal regret that such a 
man would soon be taken from 
among us. He had been in de¬ 
clining health for a long time and 
brftVflW* rvAn Imnitfnll^ 
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When 1 h;ivo rrowed the haF." 

Alfred M. E I gar was horn July 
If), 1R:J7 in the home occupied by 
his ancestors several generations 
before him at Edgar’s Mill, Green¬ 
brier County* His parents were 
Archie Edgar end his wife Nancy 
who was a Miss Earls. He attend¬ 
ed the school in Lewiaburg 
founded and c* inducted by 
Dr. MeElhonny. On reaching 
maturity ho remained on His fath¬ 
er’s farm until the outbreak of the 
Civil War when lie enlisted in 
May 18M in Company E* 27lh 
Regiment. His Regiment after¬ 
ward was attached to the com¬ 
mand which became famous unde* 
the name of the ‘Stonewall Brig¬ 
ade". He was a brave and faithful 
soldier and enthusiastically follow¬ 
ed the fortunes of that celebrated 
Brigade in the brilliant campaigns 
of their incomparable leader. 
"Storewall Jackson, in the forced 
marches, the rapid flanking move¬ 
ments and the bold charges that 
were characteristic of his general- 
ah ip. He was wounded in the 
battle of Fort Republic on the Hih 
of June, I8G3 and in addition to 
that wound. He carried with him 
to his grave evidences oflhe rapid 
marches made by Jackson’s "loot 
cavalry.” 

Mr. Edgar passed through the 
various degrees of promotion un¬ 
til in September, 18fiS. he became 
captain of his company. lie was 
in all the important engagements 
in which the "Stunewair Brigade 
took part until the buttle tf the 
Wilderness. During those days 
he was in the foref ront of the hard- 
pressed forces of Leo until the 
severe engagement that raged at 
the 11 Bloody Angle,” as it is called 
by the soldiers of the South, and 
the Salient, ns it is called by the 
historians of the war. The Stone- 
Brigade, veterans of Freder¬ 
icksburg, Chancekirsvilln and 
Antitam, were defendants of tin 
Salient, and against them Grant 
hurled division afler division. 
Burn skill's corps in irrefutable 
numbers swept across the defense 
of the Confederate within the 
**Bloody Angle" and captured 
four thousand prisonets and LeeV 
fin'd batteries. Among the num¬ 
ber of prisoners taken was Capt. 
Edgar. This was on May, 12, 
IHbi. He was taken to Ft. Dela¬ 
ware tnd remained there until the 
retaliatory measures of the North 
were put in operation, when 
among si* hundrrd officers he was 
exposed to the fire of Confederate 
guns on Morris Island, near Char¬ 
leston, S. 0. On the 17 th of June 
1 fihji, lie was released from prison, 
and sick and well nigh helpless 
frmn the hardships of prison life, 
he made his way home, reaching 
there tho 2lUh of June, too feeble 
to leave unaided the stage coach. 
During his absence his father and 
mother had died and Lho feeble 
and discouraged soldier came home 
to find a lonely hearthstone and 
new economic conditions. Like 
thousands of returned veterans lie 
addressd himself resolutely to the 
task of conserving the shattered 
fortunes of the family and adjust¬ 
ing himself to the changed condi¬ 
tion that the war had brought. 
He lived quietly in Gieenbrier 
county until June, 1875* when he 
took the important step of mnrry- 


me siuii in it* hhilc hid ihiich 

and the inevitable issue of it be¬ 
came known there has beeo heard 
only universal regrrt that such a 
man would soon be taken from 
among us* He had been in de¬ 
clining health for a long time ami 
bravely, even hopefully, fought 
against the inevitable, lie made a 
profeertion of religion in (Hill 
about the time he entered the 
army, but did not unite with the 
church until later. During .18 
years ho had lived in this com¬ 
munity he had not miesed, Com¬ 
munion service until his last ill* 1 
ness. 

During his long illness I visited 
him frequently and never saw any¬ 
one more appreciative of, or moie 
grateful for spiritual help and 
counsel. He was outspoken in his 
d eel n rati on of faith in his Redeem¬ 
er. He was too well grounded in 
the principles of our religion to 
doubt the Savior’s mercy or capa* 
city to save all who put their trust 
in him and lie knew that he trust¬ 
ed Him, yfcfc it was hard for him 
to over come his natural modestv 
and reserve and declare Ids abso¬ 
lute assurance of salvation. But 
we know that God docs not make 
our assurance of salvation the test 
of our acceptance willi Him, So 
far as human frailty is able to 
judge the evidences of his faith 
was unmistakable. We therefore 
sorrow not today as those who 
have no hope. His pastor will a 
miss the presence that when he 
was well was scarcely ever absent 
from church. The family will 
miss the quiet unassuming spirit 
that guided them so long with his 
quiet counsel. The community 
will miss one who was always 
ready and willing to lend a help¬ 
ing hand to all in need. Many 
hearts will go out in sympathy for 
those most deeply concerned in ins 
death. 

"In a little wralh I hid my face 
from thee for a moment, but with 
great mercies will I gather thee.” 

*1, C. Johnson. 


HEAVER CREEK 

Right pretty weather after a 
few days of rain. / 

A, J. Cook has I inched his 
camp in the hollow above Wesley 
Underwood's, and is doing big 
work. 

Born, to Harrison Underwood 
and wife, October ti, n boy, 

Henry II, Guy lor Imd the mis¬ 
fortune to get his U neu badly cut 
last Tuesday, while working on 
the-Whiting job. He seems to be 
having a si reak of bad luck, A 
few, days before a log pinned him 
to,the ground and held him until 
his brother and two other men 
took timing olT, He did not seem 
to be hurt much* 

Bern Call ip made a Hying trip 
to Ularksburg the other day. 

Elihu Gay lor and Floyd Nicho¬ 
las have about Unished their job 
for Ed Whiting. 

David Dean finished harvesting 
the day it snowed. 

Wesley Underwood ha* finished 
his job of logging. 

Joe Bush has returned from a 
two weeks stay in Pennsylvania. 

H. L. Symmes is at Seebert has 
king his corn, raised on his broth- 
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Civil War when lie enlisted in 
May tSfil in Company E, 27th 
Regiment* Ills Regiment after¬ 
ward was attached to the com 
mand which became famous unde- 1 
-Mshe name of the “ritnnewall Brig¬ 
ade". He was a brave and faithful 
soldier and enthusiastic* lit follow* 
ed the fortunes of that celebrated 
Brigade in the brilliant campaigns 
of their incomparable leaden 
"Storevail Jackson, in the forced 
marches* the rapid Hanking move* 
ments and the bold charges that 
were characteristic of his general* 
ah ip. lie was wounded in the 
battle of Fort Republic on the 8th 
of June, 18**3 and in addition to 
that wound* lie curried with him 
to his grave evidences oft he rapid 
marches made by Jackson's “tool 
cavalry**' 

Mr. Edgar passed through the 
various degrees of promotion un¬ 
til in September, 18G3* ho became 
captain of his company* He was 
in nil the important engagements 
in which the '’Stonewall?’ Brigade 
took part until the battle cf the 
Wilderness. During those days 
he was in the forefront of the hard- 
pressed forces of Lee until the 
severe engagement that raged at 
the “Bloody Angle, 1 ' ns it is called 
by the soldiers nf the South, and 
the Salient, ns it is called by the 
historians of the war. The Stone¬ 
wall Brigade, veterans of Freder¬ 
icksburg, Chancelo rsville and 
Anti tarn, were defendants of tin 
Salient, and against them Grant 
hurled division afler division* 
Bum skill's corps in iiresistable 
numbers swetit across the defense 
of the Confederate within the 
“Bloudy An*to" and captured 
four thousand prisoners and Lee's 
fie'd lotteries. Among the num¬ 
ber of prisoners taken was Capt* 
Edgar. This was on May, 12, 
18fH* He was taken to Ft. Dela¬ 
ware ami remained there until the 
retaliatory measures of the North 
were put in -operation, when 
among six hundred n/lieers he was 
exposed to the lira of Confederate 
guns on Morris Island, near Char¬ 
leston, S* <J. On the 17th of June 
ISi>5, ho was released from prison, 
and sick and well nigh helpless 
from the hardships of prison life, 
ho made his way homo, reaching 
there the Mlh of J arte, too feeble 
to ieave unaided the stzge conch. 
During bis absence his father and 
mother had died and the feeble 
and discouraged soldier came homo 
to find a hmely hearthstone and 
new economic conditions. Like 
thousands of returned veterans he 
addressd himself resolutely to the 
task of conserving the shattered 
fortunes of the family and adjust¬ 
ing himself to the changed condi¬ 
tion that the war had brought* 
He lived quietly in Greenbrier 
county until June, 1875, when lie 
took the important stop of marry¬ 
ing Miss Lydia, the daughter oF 
Col. Paul Me Neel, and thereafter 
took up his residence in the Little 
Levels of Pocahontas county, there 
to spend the remaining years nf 
life in the quiet pursuits of farmer 


munity lie had nut missed* Com* 
man ion service until ids last ill¬ 
ness. 

During his long illness I visited 
him frequently and never saw any¬ 
one more appreciative of, or more 
grateful for spiritual help and 
counsel* He was outspoken in his 
declaration of faith in his Redeem* 
or* lie was too well grounded in 
the principles of our religion to 
doubt the Savior's mercy or capa¬ 
city to save all who put their trust 
in him and he knew that he trust¬ 
ed Him, yH it was hard for him 
to over come his natural modesty 
and reserve and declare his abso¬ 
lute assurance of salvation* But 
we know that God does not make 
our assurance of salvation the test 
of our acceptance with Him, Ho 
far as human frailty is able to 
judge the evidences of his faith 
was unmistakable. We therefore 
sorrow not today as those who 
have no hope* His pastor will 
miss the presence that when he* 
was well was scarcely ever absent 
from church. The family will 
miss the quiet unassuming spirit 
that guided them so lung with his 
quiet counsel* The community 
will miss one who was always 
ready and willing to lend n help¬ 
ing hand to all in need. Many 
hearts will go out in sympathy for 
those most deeply concerned in his 
death. 

"in a little wrath I hid my face 
from time for a moment, but with 
groat mercies will l gather then. 1 ' 

J* C* Johnson* 


ItEAVKK CHEEK 

Right pretty weather after a 
few days of rain* / 

A* J. Cook has finished his 
camp in the hollow above Wesley 
Underwood's, »nd is doing big 
work* 

Dorn, to Harrison Underwood 
and wife, October n, a boy, 

Henry H, Gay lor had the mis¬ 
fortune to get his knee badly cut 
last Tuesday, while working on 
the-Whiting job. He seems to he 
having a streak of bad luck* A 
few, days before a log pinned him 
to, the ground and held him until 
his brother and two other men 
look the log ofL He did not seem 
to be huit much, 

Bern Cut tip made a dying trip 
to Ufarksburg tlm other day, 

Elibu Gay lor and Floyd Nicho¬ 
las have about finished their job 
for ICd W luting, 

David Dean finished harvesting 
the day it snowed* 

Wesley Underwood I ms finished 
his job of logging. 

Joe Bush has returned from a 
two weeks stay in Pennsylvania, 

It. L. *Symmcs is at Seabert hus 
king his corn, raised on his broth¬ 
er's place. He reports a lino crop* 
Rev Howard Underwood has 
been up the river holding a pro¬ 
tract ed m net i n g* He rep nr fcs an v - 
era! confessions. 
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Greenbrier & State of Virginia, being weak In Body but of pound and 
perfect mind, do make and publish this my Last Will and Testament 
In manner following Viz. 

First I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife Ann Edgar, 
the amount for which my negro girl Amy may be sold by my Executors 
as hereinafter directed also one horse & two cows such as she may 
choose from among my Stock also all my household & kitchen furniture 
exceot such as may be hereinafter otherwise disposed of also One 
Hundred dollars In Cash to be paid my Executors to her & her heirs 
forever, also to her during her natural life the one third of the 
plantation whereon I now reside. 

Secondly, I give and bequeath to my Daughter Nancy the 
amount for- which my negro girl Lucy may be sold by my Executors as 
hereinafter directed, also a bureau, a looking glass & dressing 
t - -ae at this time called in her name in the’family—also a good 
feather bed & furniture also one Horse, worth ninety dollars, .or in 

lieu of him a Two year old Horse Colt whichever she may choose- 

■'Iso three co^', also Eight Hundred Dollars to be paid by my 

Executors hereinafter named. 

Thirdly To my Grand Daughter Ann Eliza Walkup I give 
and bequeath the sum of Twelve Hundred Dollars to be by my Executors 
kept at interest and applied from time to time to her education 
& support until she shall choose a Guardian, intermarry or arrive 
at 21 years of age. But if Samuel Walkup of Rockbridge County 




In ye. Sane of God Amen ye. Ninth Day of October in ye. year of our Lord 1765 I 
G aorge Egar of Bedford County being very sick A Week in Body tut of Perfect mind A 
Memory| Thanks be given -onto God, therefore Calling unto Hind ye. Mortality of my 
Body A Knowing It. it is Appointed for all men once to Dye do make A Ordian this my 
Inst Will A Testament yt. is to Say Princypally, A first of all I give A Recommend 
ay Soul unto the Hands of God that gave it A for ay Body I Become end it to the Earth 
to be Buried In a Christian Like A Decent Manner at the Descresion of my Ears. 

Nothing Doubting but at the General Resurectlon I «hal Receive the same again by the 
Mighty power of God, A as Toutching Such Worldly estate Wherewith it hath pleased God 
to Bless me in this Life I give A Devise A Dispose of the Same in ye. Following ‘tenner 
and form, Item I give and Eequeth unto Elisabeth my Dearsly Beloved Wife Suffleant 
Mairrtainance Durelng her Natural Life time of the plantation- whereon I now Live to¬ 
gether with a Childs part in ay movable Estate as also one Gray Mare Known by the 
name of Fancy. Item 1 Leave to cy Sene John Egar five Shillings Starling. Item I 
Lleave to my Daughter Jenet Egar one Mare known by the name of fanix and one Cow 
Known by the name of White face. Item I Leave to my Daughter Agness Fgar All cue McDavid 
five Shilling Starling Item I give to my San James Egar one White Horae Known by the 
Name of Ranter as also my plantation whereon I now Live to Ve Equally Divided Between 
the said James Egar and ny Sen George Egar. Item I Leave A Bequath to my Daughter 
Mary and my eon Themes Egar the Remaining part of ny Hovebles Estate to bo Equally 
Divided beween them After ny Just Debts and Funerall Charges provided the same shall 
not amount above Ten pounds to Each of then and If the seme Should Amount to more the 
over plush Is to be paid to my San George Egar by ny Son James Egar Whooe I Likewise 
Constitute make and Ordain ny only A Sole Executor of this ay Inst will A Testament 
the same Legit leys are to be paid by ay Executor In Horses A Cattle at a Reasonable 
Rates, Signed Sealed, Published pronounced and Declaired by the Sold, as his Last will 
and Testament In presents of us the Subscribers Visa; 

his 

George Eger (IS) 

mark 

William Rutherford John ■. . c 

Bryan, Robert Dougleas 




(who I do hereby request to do bo) ■'■ill nullify as the Guardiah 
of the said Ann Eliza then and in that case I desire that my 
Executors immediately nay the same over to him to be held by him 
for the purpose aforesaid. Jhe ballanee of said Twelve Hundred 
Dollars which may be unexpended on the said Ann Eliza'? inter marriage 
or arrival at the are of 21 years shall be raid over to her to remain 
hers and her heirs forever. But in case the-said Ann Eliza should 
die before her intermarriage or arrival at 21 years of are "itbout 
leaving lawful issue of her body then and in that event I rive and 
beoueath the ballance that may remain unexpended at the time of her 
death to all my children to be equally divided between them. 

Fourthly I give and bequeath to my son Thomas the amount 
for which my Negro Man Bob A my negro Girl Matilda may be sold by 

my Executors as hereinafter directed. 

Fifthly, I rive and bequeath to ray eon Archer the amount 

for which my two negro Boys Boneoarte A Ad Ison may be sold by my 
Executors as hereinafter directed also a Good feather bed & 
furniture. 

Sixthly, My Nerro man Censor bsvinr been a very useful 
servant to me and very Pleasant & obedient to my Family—I So hereby 
direct that at the expiration of four years from the time of my 
death that he be emancipated & freed. The four years for whlqh he 
is to serve he shall be hired out by my Executors A the hires paid 

to my "ife & my son Archer. 

Seventhly all the residue of my estate both real and 

personal after the payment of all my debts, funeral expenses A the 
aforesaid legacies, I rive and bequeath to my two sons Thomas and 
Archer, to be divided between them in such a manner that Archer 
shall receive Seventeen Hundred dollars A more in value than 


Thomae. 





fcifrjrGAy l co nereDy autnorlse and direct ray Executors to 
make sale of all ray slaves (exceot Ceasor) and that they pay the 
amounts thereof to the person to ’'horn devised. 

My three daughters, Elizabeth, Let Itla and. Sally, having 
already received from me that Dortlon of ray estate which I designed 
them I hope they will be satisfied with what I have done for them 
heretofore and that they will consider that I could not in Justice 
to my other children do more for them. 

And lastly—I do hereby constitute and aopolnt ray soninlaw 
James Withrow and my two sons Thomas and Archer Executors of this 
ray Last *"ill and testament hereby revoking all other or former 
Wills or Testaments by me heretofore made. 

In Witness whereof I have hereto set ray Hand & affixed 
my seal this 2nd day of July in the year 1822. 

Thos. Edgar (SEAL) 

Signed sealed and delivered 
as the Last Will & Testament of the above 
named Thomas Edgar by him in our oresence 
Karla Moore 
John A. North 
John McElheney 
Greenbrier County Court 
July Term 1822 

This instrument of 'ritlng purporting to be the Last Will 
and Testament of Thomas Edgar, deed, was presented in Court & proved 
by the oaths of John A. North & John McElheney two of the sub¬ 
scribing witnesses thereto to have been duly Executed and acknowledged 
by the said Thomas Edgar, deed, as and for his Last Will and Testament 
which is ordered to be recorded—And thereuoon Thomas Edgar & 






Arche** Edgar, two of the Executors therein named appeared In Court 
together -'1th / James Vitherow the other Exeeutor therein named who 
refusing to take upon himself the Execution of said will the said 
Thomas Edgar & Archer Edgar took the oath orescribed by law and 
entered Into bond with James Withrow and William Morrow their 
securities in the Density of Eight Thousand Dollars conditioned as 
the law direct. Therefore orobate and letters Testamentery is 
granted to the said Thomas Edgar and Archer Edgar as the acting 
Executors of the said Last will & testament of Thomas Edror- Deed, 
in due form of Lar. 

Teste: Lewig Stuart C.G.C. 


EST VIRGINIA, Greenbrier County, S.S.: 

I, Paul C. Hoe*sett, Clerk of the County Court in and 
for the County and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and exact cony of the will of Thomas Edgar, 
deceased, ae is found of record in my said Office in will Book 1, 
page 535. 

Given under my hand this the 17th day of August, 1937, 

_ Paul C. Hogsett _ 

Clerh, Greenbrier County Court 








In ye. Name of Gad Amen ye. Ninth Day of October In ye, year of 
our Lord 1765 I George Egar of Bedford County being very sick A Weak 
In Body but of Perfect mind * Memory, Thanks be given unto God, there¬ 
fore Calling unto Mind ye. Mortality of my Body A Knowing Yt. It is 
Appointed for all men once to Dye do make A Ordian this my Last Will 
A Testament yt. le to Say Prlncypally, A first of all I give A Recommend 
my Soul unto the Hands of God that gave it A for my Body I Recommend 
It to the Earth to be Burled in a Chrietl&n Like A Decent Manner at 
the Desorealon of ay Exre. Nothing Doubting but at the General 
Resureotion I shal Receive the earn again by the Mighty power of God, 

A aa Toutohlng Such Worldly estate Wherewith it hath pleased God to 
Bless me in this Life I give A Devise A Dispose of the Same in ye. 
Following Manner and form, Item I give and Bequeth unto Elisabeth my 
Dearsly Beloved Wife Suffleant Malntalnance Durelng her Natural Life 
time of the plantation whereon I now Live together with a Childs part 
In my movable Estate as also one Gray Hare Known by the name of Boney. 
Item I Leave to ray Bone John Egar five Shillings Starling. Itarn I 
Leave to my Daughter Jenet Egar one Mare known by the name of fanlx 
and one Cow Known by the name of White faoe. Item I Leave to ray 
Daughter Agness Egar Alloue MoDavid five Shilling Starling Itan I give 
to my Son Janes Egar one White Horse Known by the Name of Ranter as 
also my plantation whereon I now Live to be Equaly Divided Between the 
said Jamss Sgar and ray Son George Egar. I tain I Leave A Bequath to ray 
Daughter Mary and ray eon Thomas Egar the Remaining part of ray Movebles 
Estate to be Equally Divided beween them After ray Just Debts and Funerall 
Charges provided the same shall not amount above Ten pounds to Eaeh of 
them and if the same Should Amount to more the over plush is to be 
paid to my Son George Egar by ay Son James Egar Whome I Likewise 
Constitute make and Ordain my only A Sole Executor of this my Last 










will ft Testament the same Legitlcys are to be paid by my Executor in 
Horeee & Cattle at a Reasonable Rates, Signed Sealed, Published pro¬ 
nounced and Dealaired by the Said, as his Last will and Testament in 
presents of us the Subscribers Vis* 

his 

George Eger (L3) 

William Rutherford John mark 

Bryan, Robert Douglees 

At a Court held for Bedford County October 2 Pd, 1765* 

The within Last Will ft Testament of Geroge Eger Deceased was Exhibited 
in Court by James Egar Exeeutor therein Named * proved by the Oaths 
of John Bryan ft Robert Doughlass Witnesses thereto Subscribed and 
Ordered to be Reoorded and on the Motion of the ed. James Egar Who 
made Oath Aecording to Lav Certificate is Granted him for Obtaining a 
probate Thereof in Due form of Lav he having first Entered into bond 
with Securety ft Acknowledged the same for hie due ft Falthfull Execution 
of the said Last Will ft Testament According to Lav 

Teste 

Ben Howard 0 B 0 

A Copy Tests: 

(signed) V. w. Nichols _ . ..C lerk 

of "the Circuit Court or the County of 
Bedford County, Virginia 


Will Book »A" 
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At a Court held for Bedford County October 22d, 1765. 

4 Vi rdW' 

The within last Bill £ Testament of Geroge Eger Deceased was Inhibited 
In Court by Janes Egar Executor therein Nosed & proved by the Oaths 
of John Bryan & Robert Dcughlasa Witnesses thereto Subscribed and 
Ordered to be Recorded and on the Motion of the sd. Janes Egar Who 
made Oath According to law Certificate Is Granted him for Obtaining a 
probate Thereof in Due fora of law he having first Entered into bond 
wiht Securety £ Acknowledged the sane for his due £ Faithfull Execution 
of the said last Will £ Testament According to law* 


Teste 


Ben Howard C B C 


A Copy Testei 

(signed) V* ft. Kicholn _Clerk 

of the Circuit Court of the County 
of Bedford County, Virginia 

Will Book "A" 

Page 25. 









John Beard f s Will 


Joim Beard's TUI - Dated May 11, 1P08 - (Will Bk #1 - P 239 - Greenbrier Co (W.) Va - 
Lewisboxg - 

In the name of God Men - I John Beard being sick in body bat of Sound mind & 
memory, etc. My last will & testament in the following aanneri 

First I commit my soul to God, my Saviour & Redeemer - My body to be burled at 
the discretion of my executors here In after named - 

My temporal estate with all my lawful debts to be first discharged 

The legacies left to my daughters, Agnes Sabina & Betsy by their Aunt Elizabeth 

be also discharged. 

Item to ay beloved wife Janett ay negro man Jingo, two working horses, two 
cows, to be at her disposal during her widowhood - the third of our plantation 
we now live on - the wagons & farming tools for her use on the farm - 

Item - I bequeath to my son Wm Ryneck the plantation we now live on . 

Item - I bequeath to my daughter Jane, Sabina, Mary & Betsy to each $100.00 worth 
of property (in Greenbrier Co., W. Va. near Ryneck's Valley) 

Item - I bequeath to my sen Josiah when he comes of age "The Locust Plantation" 

St the mills thereon (This is 7 miles south of Hillsboro, H. Va. in Pocahontas Co.,W.Va.) 

Item - I bequeath the rente from Locust plantation A Mills till Josiah comes of 
age the moneys arising from the sale of the place on Dry Creek also my part of the 
Knob place to be equally divided among my daughters. 

I also hereby constitute & appoint Samuel Beard & Thomas Beard Jr., Thomas 
Beard Sr. my brother executors of this my last will A testament. 

Seal. John Beard 

Signed, sealed & delivered by John Beard as his last will & testament in presence 

of 

Robert Stevens, David Parks, Adam Stumbaugh 





In the name of God, Amen, I, Michael Harness of the south branch manor in the 
County of Hampshire, State of V; being of good health at present 4 considering the 
uncertainty of human life 4 and that it is necessary for all persons while they hare 
happiness to enjoy their senses & memory perfect, to settle and deapose their affairs 
in such manner & may prevent lawsuits after their death amongst friend 4 relatives. 1 
therefor to prevent the same as much as possible in my own family, do dispose my estate 
in manner folloiring vIki - 

Item - I recommend my body after my death to earth from whence It came to be 


burled In a decent manner 4 my soul unto my Heavenly father and It Is my desire that 
all my funeral expenses and other lawful debts to 1b paid as soon as convenient as can 
be done after ray diHie 

Item - I join & devise unto my beloved wife Elizabeth one third part of my 

plantation_? & tenements or yards and all belonging to it, during her life 

as bIbo two slaves, one negro man, named Manuel, and one wench named Rachel, to labor 
for her during her life, and if said wench should bare any children, the boif to be 
my wife's own for her & her heirs forever and after her decise the above named 
Manuel & Rachel and their increase as above, to be returned to my sone, Jacob Harness, 
to be his own 4 heirs forever, and I give to my beloved wife one third of all my other 
effects & moveables & aleo one third in moneys lift by me to be her own forever - 


Item - I give & devise to my youngest son, Jacob Harness, my plantation, dwelling 
hoise, barns, orchard and all of husbandry and all household furniture {my 

wife's part excepted) the living stock 4 also all my slaves except one Peter, in short 
he is to have everything left bv me on the plantation 4 this is for the good cause 4 
reason, that I have furnished 4 supplied my eldest sons with lands 4 other necessaries 
before in forever times, all to be his without molestion forever - 

Item - I give * bequeath to my son John Harness one equal part of the moneys 
left ty me for him 4 his heirs forever 4 no more - 

^tem - I give & bequeath to my son George Harness one equal part in moneys left by 
me for him 4 his heirs forever 4 no more - 










m 






Charleston, K. Vo. 
April IB, 1937. 


&Ir, Burr H. . lapnon 
Btate Road Commissioner 
state House 
Charleston, W. Ve. 

Deer Kr, Biapeon: 

Relative to the conversation you and I had Friday, 

April 9, concerning nswing the overhead bridge at Ronoeverte 
the “Thames A, Edgar Bridge," I an giving below the chief 
known facte of the life of thie pioneer. Thle data le lergely 
verified by recard* of the county court of Greenbrier and 
titles at the Richmond Land Office, a few 1 testa were seoured 
from auoh worka as Dunmor o'a *fi£ by Thwaltee and rellogg and 

i..T*iV.sns 

reliable. 

That Thomaa A, Kdgar waa the flrat settler on the alte 
of present Ronoeverte has never to my knowledge been denied. 
The river bottom land there waa granted to him by the state 
of Virginia and was in possession of the really until this 
century, at which tine it waa necessary to olear the title 
through the Lend office records at Richmond. 

The firet permanent settlement In Greenbrier County was 
made in 1769, «nd Edgar must have settled there within the 
next two or three years since he went from there to the Battle 
of Po&at rleasant which waa fought October 10, 177i. hat la 
now Greenbrier County was then Included in Botetourt,and on 
thle occasion he waa a private in Capt. John ewie' oompany of 
volunteers from Botetourt County. The rest of this aonpany 
all seem to have been already settled in present Greenbrier 
and I onroe. He la listed in Tto Annals of Southwest VlralitU 
as a Revolutionary soldier enTTa listed by ieddy as having 
also rendered "non-nilltery" oervioe. 

Thomas A, Edgar end hia eon Aroher built end operated 
the first mill, which was also the flrat industry, on the 
Greenbrier River. Aocording to fatally tradition the firet 
mill was burned by Indiana and a new one built for «*iioh the 
ml11-stonea were imported from France. This waa often done 
at that time. The piece beoatae known as Edgar's Kill and la 
often mentioned by that name in the ocunty court reoorda. 
There was only e email settlement there until the oomlng of 
the lumber business in 1878 and not until then did the town 
grow up which waa turned Ronoeverte. 










-2- 


Edgar was rather prominent In oounty politics. He was 
first oounty surveyor, 1700-1784. In 1788, he was made 
"under" sheriff and the next year his name appears as one of 
the Justices composing the oounty oourt. He was a fairly 
active member of the court until his resignation, which was 
probably shortly before the end of the 18th century. For 
many years he was a trustee of the town of Lewisburg end he 
served the oounty in various other minor capacities. 

The date of his birth was about 1750, but of his birth¬ 
place I am uncertain. He died at the age of 72 end Is buried 
at the Old Stone Church cemetery at Lewisburg. His wife wbb 
Anne Vatthews, the daughter of Archer and Letltia (McClanahan) 
Matthews. Two of hie grandsons played prominent parts in the 
War Between The States. One was Maj. George Edgar, commander 
of the "Edgar Battalion," and the other was Capt. Alfred Malory 
Edgar, an officer in the "Stonewall" Brigade. Many of his 
decendants are now In West Virginia, some of them prominent. 

The above, I believe, about covers the facts of his life, 
as I know them. I discussed this matter briefly with Mr. Roy 
Bird Cook Saturday. Aa you probably know he generally heartily 
approves suoh projects as this. The only precedent for this 
sort of action that he oould think of waa perheqps the Patrick 
Street Bridge here in Charleston. 

We feel sure that you will agree with us that this pioneer 
settler deserves the honor, that you can do him by giving his 
name to the fine new bridge on the site of his home end farm. 

I have made clear to everyone concerned your reasonable attitude 
in regard to public expense In this matter end I can assure you 
that the expenditure of any of the state’s funds will not be 
requested. If it is desired at some future time to bold some 
kind of a ceremony and fasten a small plaque to the bridge at 
private expense, that permission oen be seoured. 

Personally appreciate very much your kindness and I assure 
you that the people of Ronoeverte and Thomas A. Edgar’s descen¬ 
dants everywhere will be deeply grateful for your action. 


Very truly yours, 


Isaao T’oNeel 


#7 Fairfax Hall, Maple Terraoe 
Charleston, W. Va. 



Charleston, W. 7a. 
April 13, 1537. 


Mr. Burr H, Simpson 
State Road Commissioner 
State House 
Charleston, W. 7a. 

Deer Mr. Simpson: 

Since writing the enclosed letter, giving the 
main facts of Thomas Edgar's life, I hare talked to 
Judge George W. McClintic, who is also an Edgar de¬ 
scendant. 

Judge MoClintio is of the opinion, end I agree 
with him, that action on your part should be delayed 
until it can be arranged for the city council at 
Ronoeverto to make some kind of a resolution or motion 
showing that they approve and will cooperate. Both of 
us at this time are rather in the dark as to the re¬ 
action of the officials and prominent people of that 
section to this more. 

A short delay will also give those interested 
time to perfect plans regarding a dedioatory cere¬ 
mony and a plaque or tablet to be plaoed on the 
brid e. I am, however, sending you my letter of 
April 12 so that you can have at hand the information 
it contains. 


Very truly yours. 


Isaao MoNeel 


Enel, letter 



* 


J. E. BUCKLEY • • 

^ * f I 

ATTORNEY^AT_LAW 

MARLINTON. W. VA. 

* * 

2 / 5 / 1?57 


Dear lice: X got your letter £n& appreciate your efforts 

ver^ f much however you needn’t go to so mue trouble as it 
is not so iraporiant* lir. Price s^ys that he expects it was 

the pension lists of Revolutionary soldiers that Andy was 
looking and X am of the same opinion since I think about it. 
They were not 11 ted by companies but aphabetically and after 
each name was the county of his res id nee and the organization 
in which he served. In the same list Joshua Buckley the pioneer 
was listed as a resident of Augusta County but his company 
was from Fredrick or Culpppper county and McNeill was listed 
as a resident of Hardy county and his service with George Roger 
Clark. Mr. Swing foe/whom I am trying to get this record has 
the service record of John McNeel at Hillsboro and ~acob XEXXXI 
I re son McNeill with Stuart and Arbuckle at Point Pleasant from 
pension lists at Washington so if the pension lists of the 
Revolution was not what we '^ere looking I don f t what it could 
have been. 



♦ 




i 


Sincerely, 


_i^fli 


























































































In ye. Name of God Amen ye. Ninth Day of October in ye. year of 
our Lord 1765 I George Egar of Bedford County being very slob A Weak 
in Body but of Perfect mind A Memory, Thanks be given unto God, there¬ 
fore Calling unto Mind ye. Mortality of my Body A Knowing Xt. it ie 
Appointed for all men onoe to Dye do make A Ordlan this my Last Will 
& Testament yt. ia to Say Princypally, & first of all I give A Recommend 
my Soul unto the Hands of God that gave It A for ay Body I Recommend 
it to the Earth to be Buried in a Christian Like A Deeent Manner at 
the Desoreelon of my Exra. Nothing Doubting but at the General 
Reeurection I shal Receive the same again by the Mighty power of God, 

A ae Toutohlng Suoh Worldly estate Wherewith It hath pleased God to 
Bless me in this Life I give A Devise A Dispose of the Same in ye. 
Following Manner and fora, Item I give and Bequeth unto Elisabeth my 
Dearely Beloved Wife Sufficant Maintainance Dureing her Natural Life 
time of the plantation whereon I now Live together with a Childs part 
In my movable Estate as also one Gray Mare Known by the name of Boney, 
Item I Leave to my Sons Jofcn Egar five Shillings Starling. Itam I 
Leave to my Daughter Janet Egar one Mare known by the name of fanlx 
and one Cow Known by the name of White face. Item I Leave to my 
Daughter Agneee Egar Allous MoDavid five Shilling Starling Itam I give 
to my Son James Egar one White Horse Known by the Name of Ranter ae 
also my plantation whereon I now Live to be Equaly Divided Between the 
said James Egar and my Son George Egar. Itam I Leave A Bequath to my 
Daughter Mary and my son Thomas Egar the Remaining part of my Moveblee 
Estate to be Equally Divided beween them After my Just Debts and Funtrail 
Charges provided the same shall not amount above Ten pounds to Each of 
them and if the same Should Amount to mors the over plush is to be 
paid to my Son George Egar by my Son James Egar Whome I Likewise 
Conetituts make and Ordain my only A Sole Executor of this my Last 




will 4 Testament the same Legitioys are to be paid by my Executor In 
Horses 4 Cattle at a Reasonable Rates, Signed Sealed, Published pro¬ 
nounced and Declalred by the Said, as his Last vlll and Testament In 
presents of us the Subscribers Vis! 

his 

Georgs Eger (LS) 

William Rutherford John mark 

Bryan, Robert Dougless 

At a Court held for Bedford County October 22 d, 1765 * 

The within Last Will 4 Testament of Geroge Eger Deceased was Exhibited 
In Court by James Egar Executor therein Named 4 proved by the Oaths 
of John Bryan 4 Robert Doughlaas Witnesses thereto Subeeribed and 
Ordered to be Recorded and on the Motion of the sd. James Egar Who 
made Oath According to Law Certificate Is Granted him for Obtaining a 
probate Thereof In Due form of Law he having first Entered Into bond 
with Securely 4 Acknowledged the same for his due 4 Faithfull Execution 
of the said Last Will 4 Testament According to Lav 

Teste 

Ben Howard C B 0 

A Copy Teste: 

(signed) V. W. Nichols C lerk 

o?T!He dlrcuit Court of the tfount'y of 
Bedford County, Virginia 
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Ky d«ar Alfred 


ush7llle # Ill., June 9 th, 1864 


hnnd hr ij? 11 ’ l? tte V° y0ttr So »sln Harion case duly to 

end from you, notwithstanding w^regret tom *® 0:f 

fortun~te position, and hone it ..resent un- 

Si £k i: ns.is« , “* 

? dressed'^a TSH*atii°* es * rsss to-aorrow morning ad- 

of C^thli^hiS f tLT^\° 2 C0St 1^ a 

to It, jS coat. 2 p fi ~ t o^: g ; r^ts%^i“ e of 

d * awepa two pairs of Socks and two or thre* collnL f i 

.^on^L^ 11 ^^- 6 *** «* ^111 ^ch you in 

.o _' * " ~ ou ^ c ‘ *>® Te *y glad on account our hi gh rse-rd 

for your Parents as well as for yourself renLr "ou w 

oomfo^M WB ° 0Uld t0 ■*» "°*r Present Oondltlon ^ 

our obligation t^th* 1 !!,^* "* C °' Ud 30 cons5 -stent with 

surro^l l *11 ^VTTt T* **1 ^ «“■ that 

ZA'z a X£*?z rtr 

of 111 t o1 r /Siff St ., 3o f is a in Co. I, 119th Regiment 

he Tal - <> ^* tU ** ^deraon). ha„ .’ u , t heard t£t 
-s *js.s wounded in a battle on the Bed Rive? pfcout ia miia» 

™ , „® ir3t tntisptlon that we had near and de»r frier d* 

3oldier ° l04d7 contest -nd it a-jy he ttet the 

joldler of to-day may he the Prisoner of to-morrow. 

• ^plng that this war aay he brought to a steady 

ClOSS M Iffit fri8ad9 ERJ t® a^iin united all sanities 

T&Mmei. All the family ^ire to be affeetio^taiy ^ 

remaabered to You, We were rerj sorry to he^r of ths 
death of your dear father. Your letter was the first 

- A , M _ W. J?*— nat muA: 4Vl«£ 





CALVIN W. PRICE, EDITOR 
THURSDAY. JUNE 4, U iai 

. For President 
OWEN B, YOUNG 
of New, York 

The Beard relationship ofFocahont* 
as county all descend from -Thomas 
Beard one of the members of the 
Bov. John Craig's congregation of 
Augusta county, Virginia. Rev. Craig 
was pastor of old Stone Meeting 
House. Back in that colonial time 
when the pioneers were so busy mak¬ 
ing history they had no time to re¬ 
cord it. These old'records were care¬ 
fully taken down made readable by 
Chalkley. They are the omicial* ac¬ 
cepted references of the D, A, R. 

Thomas Beard lefts quaint old 
will giving his several children cer¬ 
tain house hold furniture^ etc; and 
his wife Jean is remembered substaa- ♦ 
tially, there in. But to go back to an 
earlier day in the 1740 ties and SOfcies 
In Rockbridge county there is a rec¬ 
ord that Thomas Beard administered 
Alexander Smiley's estate in 1749,, 
We do not know whether he was a 
relative or just a trusted-friend. 
There is another record though that 
tome indicates'who Jean Beard was: 
On August 15, 1153, we find Thomas 
Beard administrator of another es¬ 
tate, This time 1 it is James^ McNutt 
and In this document it says James 
McNutt paid for land bought by 
Thomas beard's wife. Be paid quit 
rents for Thomas Beard ten years in 
advance in 1744. 

He had paid David Hays debts be¬ 
fore his marriage., > 1 

He paid Robert Alexander's tuition 
for schooling James Jr. and Robert 
McNutt .one year. In advance 1748. 

He paid James Dobbin's same for 
Alexander McNutt 1748, 

In Price's History Cousin William 
knew there were some daughter and 
he says: “They went to Kentucky, 51 
A good many of this relationship did 
go to Tennessee and Kentucky, But 
at least two of these daughters of 
Thomas Beard remained in Rock¬ 
bridge and I think four, vte: Esther 
who married Robert Alexander in 
Pennsylvania, Martha who married 
Robert Ramsey. Mary who.married 
Dunlap. Jane or Jean who mar¬ 
ried George Weir. 

Esther and her husband, Robert 
Alexander lived at Beverly Manor, 
Augusta county Virginia. Robert 
Alexander was a graduate of the Un- 
iversitys of Dublin and Edinburgh. 
He was born at ‘Manor Cunningham 5 
Londonderry, Ireland In 1710, a di¬ 
rect descendant of Robert Bruce 
through nineteen generations. He 
came to Virginia in 1736, and mar¬ 
ried Esther Beard about 1739. They 
- had eleven‘'well known children. 

Robert Alexander, was made vestry 
man in 1749. Thls^fiflee constituted 
all local authority in the early colo¬ 
nies. It was considered a place of 
honor. 

While coming to A meric a a great j 
storm arose at sea and he was obliged 
to throw his library overboard. This 
necessitated some shift to replace the 
classics. It is said he wrote many of 
these out, In long hand from memory 


from tjie daughters of Robert and 
Esther^Beard Alexander’s family, 
Jame^ and Margaret Lyle Alexan¬ 
der are my great grandparents thru 
their daughter Martha Pauline who 
married Charles Alexander Dunlap 


and taught from these until he could 
obtain others. He started a private 
school of higher education at whatris 
now Lexington, Va.J In 1749, it w T as 
afterwards called Liberty Hall and is 
; now Washington and Lee University. 

Robert Alexander was compelled to 
resign from the Vestry on March 17, 
1760. He says “1 have been unable 
to go abroad for some time on ac¬ 
count of a lingering illness," Samp¬ 
son Mathews was elected In his stead 
but he was made.^vice vestryman. 
Sampson Archer and John Mathews 
were the church w ardens. 

Robert Alexander and his wife 
Esther Beard had eleven children. 
William Was the oldest. He testified 
at a court on Junel3 t 1806, that he 
was then 65 years old. He died in 
1829 in Virginia, Nothing m o r e 
known. 

Robert Jr, first clerk of Campbell 
county, Virginia, which' office was 
held by him, "his son and grandson for 
almost 200 years. The office was in 
his house “Rock Castle." He mar- 
r i ed Kancy A n n e d au gh ter o f Capta 1 n 
William Austin and left many dis¬ 
tinguished descendants both in Vir¬ 
ginia a other states, 

Archibald was a physician in New 
Castle, Del, he married Mary, I saw 
a write up only recently in “Who is 
Who" in America. Rear Admiral 
Eustace B, Rogers of the U. S. Navy 
was the subject of this sdetch. He 
traced his ancestry through Dr,-Arch 
ibald Alexander to Robert and Esther 
Beard Alexander, Thomas Beard Alex 
ander moved to Galen county, Ohio, 
married and reared six children. 
Nothing further known, 

Peter‘Alexander moved to Wood- 
ford cqu nty, K ent uexy. II e w as 11 v- 
Ing in 1822, He married and left a 
number of eminent descendants In 
that State some of whom were noted 
Divines. One Peter Alex Mactinny 
Steele, 1T87, ' 

Esther Alexander married Captain 
William Austin, his second wife, and 
thus became stepmother to her sister 
in-law Nancy Anne Austin, wife of 
Robert Alexander of Campbell county 
Captain Austin held a commission 
from the British Crown as Captain 
until the Revolution. He then threw 
his Jot with The ' American Patriots. 
They left many prominent descen¬ 
dants, 

Sarah Alexander wasn’t married 
until she was over twenty-one. She 
then married Col. John Wilson of 
Bath County, April 5, 1786. Her 
brother Peter, witnessed the cere¬ 
mony, “She gave her own consent,, 
being of age." 

Eleanor Alexander married Sam- 1 
uel Wilson, June 27, 1790. Hugh 
Alexander her brother was surety, 

Hugh nothing further. 

Anne Alexander married Rallars 
or Ballow, nothing further, 

James born 1766, married April 7 T 
180K M argaret, d a u gh ter of Ja m es 
Lyil and his wife Hannah Alexander 
a daughter of Captain Archibald 
Alexander, brother of Robert Sr. 

The Stephenson ’ a n d Dollars of 
Bath and Hlghlanc^counties, Va., are 


^f the Cal f Pastu re near Deerfield, 
Va. This old Beard ancestor came 
down to me through a,double line my 
grand mother Sabina Janett Beard 
MeNeel bom Feb 8, 1844 and yet liv¬ 
ing at Ponca City, Oklahoma, is . a 
great granddaughter of Thomas and 
Jean Beard through their son John 
who married January 16, 1769. 
Janett, daughter of Peter and Mar¬ 
tha Woods Wallace and In turn thru, 
tlieir son, Joslah Beard who lived at : 
Locust Creek on the plantation given 
him by his father, in his will in 1808. 
and called it “Locust Plantation". 
Josiah Beard married Rachel Camer¬ 
on j da u gh ter o f Maj or WI1J i am and 
Nancy (Agnes Dunlap, grandmother 
Sabina MeNeel says, was her real: 
name) Warwick Gatewood widow of 
William Gatewood and daughter of 
Captain Jacob Warwick, 

Esther Beard Alexander died in 
1769, The Rockbridge County His¬ 
tory says add Robert Alexander died 
: in 1787. 

Jane or Jean Beard, the two first 
names seem to be used Interchange¬ 
ably—married George Weir and we 
find him deceased by August 8, 1781, 
probably he lost his life at Guilford 
Oourt House or some other battle of 
that terrible year of the Revolution, 
He lived in Rockbridge and it was 
from that vicinity so many went and 
did lose their lives. 

A son Thomas Weir survived and 
it seems others though no names are 
given. 

It seems one James Young had ! 
bought a piece of land from the Ba¬ 
kins heirs, before one of them was of 
age. In this suit this heir is trying 
^o recover his rights in this property 
from George Weir's heirs viz: Jane, 
the widow and Thomas her son. The 
Eaklns Andrew and James who origi¬ 
nally sold the property are dead; 
George Weir lives on the French 
Broad in Tenn. v 

In this suit William Alexander,son 
of Robert testifies: "I heard my 
Grandfather Thomas Beard say in 
1759," unfortunately ChalkJey does' 
n't tell what it. was, William's grand 
father said. 

In a suit in Dec, 1806, William 
Beard testifies lie bad marked Mary 
or Polly Steele, dau ghte r of S a m u el 
Steele, The Steeles were then living, 
in West Tennessee and in Kentucky. 

I suspect Peter Alexander was 'a 
brothe r- in-1 a w to W1H i a m B ea rd—a s 
Peter had married Jenny Steele back 
in 1787, The Steele family were all 
in Kentucky and Tennessee, William 
Beard deposes in a suit in June 1806 
that he was 74 or 75 years old. 

James Houston was a neighbor of 
the Weirs as he appears often in legal, 
affairs of theirs and he appears with 
Cornelius Alexander as guardian for 
George Weir's orphans vs' James 
Mitchel executor of Thomas Beard’s, 
will in 1769. This suit was brought' 
'to determine If Jean Beard Weir and 1 , 

llPf fthllriPAtl haH rja^ptvaH Hia lan^nti 1 
































Peftlier bylTer father ThomasTBeard] 
November 21, 1786, The arbitrators 
round James Mitehel had not fulfill- 
his d u ty 1 n sett J tag'ins estate a nd 
Lh a t M i tche 1 must pay 22 po u nds on 
or before Jean's eldest child came of 
age, ' - ; 

In Augusta county record one Jean 
Weir became the wife of Cornelius 
Alexander on March 17, 1785, What 
more logical in 1780* for Cornelius to 
be demanding an accenting of James 
Mitehel. * 

Martha B^ard, or was it. One refer 
cnce says it ways EIizabeth married 
James Mitehel before 1769, For 
Thomas and Martha Mitehel are 
gi ven a part of Thomas Beard's es¬ 
tate and again he refers to Thomas 
Mitchers mother. At- the # time 
Thomas Beard'died it looks as if his 
daughter Jean was single, James 
Mitehel was the administrator ol the 
estate. From this we take it James 
must have been quite a business man 
Men of this type nearly always know 
how to look out for their own inter¬ 
ests* Here is'Jean parried and a 
mother, then a widow and her part of 
the estate still at Mitchels hands. 

In less than a year after this mar¬ 
riage of Jean to Cornelius Alexander, 
we find him inquiring through the 
courts about the estate, and a settle¬ 
ment being, agreed upon. James 
Houston was guardian for Jean and 
her children, Thomas Beard Sr, had 
a neighbor adjoining* him In Rock¬ 
bridge named John Houston In 1742. 
Probably theHoustons and Beards 
were close friends of old times. The 
Alexander children inter married 
with the Houstons and Paxtons from 
which family Sam Ho us toa sprang. -- 
H ugh Beard, son of Thomas mar¬ 
ried Sarah , He died in 1807 and 
Sarah died in 1801; their children 
vvere: Robert who married and 1 lad 
Nancy and Sally by 1806, Ann* Jane 
Alexander, Sarah, Sarah married 
Andrew Kenedy 1797; Esther, who 
married Mr, Hoffman and Thomas 
Beard, who was mentioned, in his 
grandfather’s will, U0y, married 
Sarah Jameson in 1785, 

1 n the old deeds we Snd som e of 
Thomas Beard's neighbors and his 
1 ioIdings In Rock bridge ooun ty, Va,* 
Back In 1750 Samuel,Dunlap sold 
to David Dunlap 170 acres of land for 
23 pounds, and to Thomas Beard 
398 1-2 for 140 pounds,. .This was one 
tract. ^ . 

In 1753 Thomas Beard is buying 
land again. This time it is 605 acres 
33 p 5s on Moffetts Creek near John 
Eosemans. In I860 the same tract 
is sold by Thomas to William Beard 
for 100 pounds (Note that 1753 is the 
year James McNutt died).. 

William Pollack's farm adjoined 
Thomas Beard’s in 1765 and John 
Montgomery's and Thomas Hill’s cor 
nered with him. We find Thomas 
Beard present for Pat Hays at a meet 
tag of the vestry. Pat Hays’ farm 
cornered Robert Alexander's, Hays 
was'probably a son of the David Hays 
mentioned in 1753 In James McNutts 
will ‘ : 


"' On August 18, 1701, James Mc¬ 
Clure’s will proved' two of the wit¬ 
nesses had died, William Beard and 
William McClure This mustr have 
been a relative of Thomas Beard. 
This McClure family inter married 
with the Alexanders. Old Captain 
Archibald Alexander’s second wife 
was Jane McClure, 1757, 

Thomas Beard was exempted tax 


levy In 1764, 11 Very aged". 

In the will 1769, Thomas Beard 
speaks of his daughter, wife of Rob¬ 
ert Ramsey as If she had died. One 
■Robert Ramsey was killed bv the 
Sbawnees ijj 1759, His wilf wasL 
probated November 21. 1759, Robert 
Hall, administrator. Later on there 
is a note Isabelle Hall, wife or Rob¬ 
ert, qualities as administratrix of her 
late husband Hubert Ramsey. This 
name Isabella doesn’t sound familiar 
On May 15. 1769, Thomas Beard’s 
will was probated, a lengthy pream¬ 
ble as was customary then the be- 
quests. 

He gave to his beloved wife Jean, 
all the cleared iand where the Jiouse 
stood to the cleared land for tur¬ 
nips,-where they last grew. 

Then a daughter Fane and a da ugh 
ter Jane we re me n tion ed. 

Again his mind £oejr back to the 
faithful old wife he wants her to have 
his elbow chair and a certain negro 
boy. 

He left cleared land to his son 
Hugh, and Hugh’s son Thomas was 
left 170 acres lying next to John Mont 
gornery and Thomas -Hilt Then lie 
left 10 pounds each to the grandsons 
named Thomas—Thomas Alexander 
and Thomas Dunlap, To Robert 
Ramsey’s children, testator’s grand¬ 
children, 12 pounds and 12 shillings 
each, A legacy to son Will Urn and 
to daughter Esther Alexander and 
Martha Mitchell; frequent provision 
for such issue in case daughter Jane 
have no issue. 

Executors James Mitchell a n d 
Thomas Illll, Witnesses, John, An¬ 
drew and J ames Eakin. Proved Oc¬ 
tober 18, 1769, Executors qualify 
with William Alexander, William 
Kenedy and Hugh Beard, The ap¬ 
praisers were John Montgomery, Wil¬ 
liam Moore, Thomas Wilson. 

The settlement showed the pay¬ 
ment of-, Wra. Berkley, Jas. Eakin, 

! Perrins, Thomas Alexander, 
Thomas Beard* Esther Alexander, 
Thomas Mitehel and his mother, 
Thomas Dunlap and his mother, 
Robert Ramsey’s children, Martha 
Mitehel. 

Thomas and Jean Beard deeded to 
their son “John.183 -acres of land on 
Catheys Creek, some 'times called 
J en hi ngs B r a n eh ; 11 on M ay 20 1 17 65. 

It cornered with David McNaire. 
This was delivered to John Beard in 
January, 17G9, I just wonder if May 
20, 1765, could have been John 
Beard's tvventy-tirst birthday, as he 
didn’t accept this gift until his mar- 


triage, January 16, 1769. 


In 1762-3, John BeardYnd WilJIair 
Medan ah an were partners, making s 
crop on Locust Creek, the Sprint 
L ek or Spring Creek plantation, 1 ' 
This might have been in Green Uriel 
at the old Beard homestead. 

1 he Preston and Virginia Papers, 
compiled by the University of Wis- 
con sin say that John Beard was a car 
tain under Col. Christian -at Fatal 
1 feasant,. Greenbrier was then ern 
braced In Botctourte County Froh 
the same source, 1 learn that Samue 
Beard furnished beeves for theCJiero 
fcee expedition in 1776, 

John Beard married Janett Wallac 
daughter of Peter Wallace, Jr„ 
Martha Woods Wallace. She was 
neice of the distinguished statesman 
James Woods of Virginia, l n imn] 
ingout the Wallace kin, I came o 
the name of George Seldon Wallac 
as author of 1 ‘Peter Wallace’s Gem 
alogy.”- I coveted the book, if it wt 
about my own family, but the cate 
log did not say what place these Wa 
laces were from. By a strange coir 
cidenoe,. J came upon the nan 
of the author in The Time 
[ as a friend of that frie ndly belov* 
man, Andrew Price, I wrote Majc 
Wallace at Huntington and aske 
] fi 1 ? 1 if he had written this bookman 
if he had, did lie know that Andre 
Price was a descendant of one Jan 
Wallace? Ho wrote, thanking u 
for the information. He sent a hot 
r to Cousin Andrew. Shortly afte 
wards those tine articles on the W* 
lace kith and kin appeared in t 
Times. And then only a few she 
months and our beloved cousin w 
with us no more. He has left soi 
thing of himself in those print 
pages and in memory we treasure. 

The will book of Rockbridge Cou 
ty record something of these old W 
laces. Andrew Wallace’s will u 
Med July 3, 1781; he was the an* 
tor of General Lew Wallace. He h 
bequests to his sisters Janett and g 
sannah; his grandson Andrew; mot 
er»Martha; brother Adam and 1 
brother-in-law* John Gilmer. 

Dr. Archibald Alexander, Pre 
dent of Princeton Theological Sen 
nary, recounts in a diary ; 
he kept in early life some 1 
teiesting happenings of his chil 
flood. He was born on the Soui ^ 

1 Branch in Rockbridge in 177^> His 
father was William Alexander, eldest 
son of Captain Archibald Alexander 
brother of Robert, of Timber Ridge.' 

He tells of the school room of Revo¬ 
lutionary days, He says his father 
had erected a cabin down near the 
creek about a half mile from the 
house, and the sound of the students 
studying out loud could be easily 
heard to the house. Tills was the 
custom of that day. If a student was 
caught in silence he was tlireashed 
with & hickory switch well laid on 
This method encouraged each student' 
to shout his lesson out loud while 
studying so that the teacher could 
see his diligence. 

When Dr Alexander was three, hi 






































father went to Baltimore and bought: 
the time ^of three Indentured serv¬ 
ants One of these was an educated 
Irishman named Reardon, whom the 
Alexanders trusted and liked. ETe 
carried little Archibald, aged three, 
on his back to the school. The boy 
wore his hair in a queue .down Ids 
back. As his hair was extremely fine 
and thin,* the other children teased 
him* For this Reardon used hie 
whip vigorously, but he never touch- \ 
ed little Archibald, - [ 

1 l Most of the English servants who! 
had or had not served their time were 
released to light in the Revolutionary 
wa r. My f ath er ’ s ’ se r van ts; J am es 
vialone, an Irish papist, Joe Lyon, 
a thievish Jew, and John Reardon, 
born in Ireland, and brought up and 
educated in. London* Malone and 
the Jew went first, Malone was kill¬ 
ed in battle in Carolina. Lyon, a 
very bad man, deserted to the British 
Soon after Cdptain Adam Wallaces 
company readied xhe scene of war¬ 
fare Col.’. Beaufort was'attacked by 
Tarleton’s corps. The Colonel / see¬ 
ing his men in confnsion, lied at the 
beginning of the battle, and almost 
the whole of ids command was cut-to 
pieces by the British dragoons. 

‘'The brave Wallace disdained to 
fly and. being entirely surrounded by 
the British horse* sold his life dearly, 
having first killed some three or four 
men with his spontoon. 

“Reardon, our servant, was in Cap¬ 
tain Wall ace’s company, and being a 
small man, he was soon cut down— 
severely wounded but still conscious. 
After the battle he lay helpless and 
bleeding among the dead. When night 
came, the moon shone and Reardon 
saw a man passing near him, like' 
some arch fiend, dispatching with his 
bayonet ail who showed signs of life. 
Presently the fiend came toward Rear 
don, raised musket, pointed the 
bayonet k-nh Then Bear- 

do^ 
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.. . f „ v 3p^^son%.Barry and Pxed^Beatdi 
known and much esteemed‘ citizeu, j Bei»g a s Li eut. [ Beard was;'g 
rdohn Jordan Beard, Huntersville, /Person of jardent speia^and-domes- 
West Virginia, Tfcis^vent occur- a matter 'of"coarse 

^red rather unexpectedly. Mouday, , ^^ifnpEpr’ hm? to : think oE 
TlVa. m.. April, lltb, lb98> A rtTie euntlering of sweet home ties, 
Lieut. Beard was/.lie only s6u <yet in bis sincere way he-assurej 
k>f the- late-Joseph Beard his loved ones that they should not 

-and Mrs Mattie EeardrneaifHilla^ grieve too much abont him. ^»raU 
f b oro, H e was hot; d i n G ree n bri e rj P* h n ® niJ< ^ two u Id be we 11 wi tk - hi m.' * 
iGounty, April 21st, 18/35, and was"! - _A/uontb^r so since we had a 
, married to Mi n erva, \[ahgh 1 er of: tjnlea&fini. int©rebangc o£- vicws- con-■ 
-Tames .Edmistem| Esq’, September ict»rn ing ^the 28d Psal m. In this*- 
1806. At the time of his death he"^ ^sS|m it appears thst nothing but 
fwas within ten clays of.being 63j the shsdoiv would touch those fob 
^ears^of age. By this event bis at ' lowing tbe Lord our Shepherd 
tached fqmili’ is bereaved of u kind 1 v vben it-CQmes to passing throng!? 
t end er t h usba n d and a vor y a if e c-J th e Va lley, H a v i n g be e n ft' 



whose iuiiuence has been' for in- 
.w 1 nee and good morafs—— 

In lli^ war between the States i 
he served in Bath Squadron. • 
and made ^ record as a gallant and! 
distiu/ui^bed suidier, SXLato in 
war lie received- a ^frighlful wound 
ft hat came near, ending bi^: life. M. 
the time. He survived to tbe 3iir* 
'prise'of every perstm familiar with, 
its nature. For more than thirty 
years.,!his wound has been a great i 
[person*^ a lilt otiqn, ^ n d f it h 
: ed haeteund the t a miination of h is 
juseful life. He h ( ,s been a resi¬ 
dent of JHuntereville about 21 
Jyears. During tins lime he serv¬ 
ed the 1 county twp-terms as .clerk 
l£jf both courts, 

t Early i h 1 i £e he t pro fessed p i etyr 
Tatid maintnfncd a consistent cbarac-; 
‘ter as sue bin the'paie of the Mvth-, 
odist Episcopal Ok urch. ' H e w bp - 
■loval and faithful to bi^ommun-1 


down at! fl,prepared & 
one of tj^Jnst tbin^ 
battle woijd be-liV 
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John Beard's Will 


John Feard's Will - Dated Bey 11, 1S08 - (Will Bk #1 - P 239 - Greenbrier Co (W.) Va - 
Lewieburg - 

In the nane of God An m - I John Beard being sick In body but of Sound wHwd ft 
memory, etc. Ily last will & testament In the following manneri 

First I ccemit my seal to God, ny Saviour & Redeemer - My body to be buried at 
the discretion of ny executors here In after named • 

Hy temporal estate with all ny lawful debts to be first discharged - 
The legacies left to ny daughters, Agnes Sabina ft Betsy by their Aunt Elisabeth 
be also discharged. 

It® to beloved wife Jenett my negro nan Jingo, two working horses, two 
cows, to be at her dispoesl during her widowhood - the third of our plantation 
we now lire on - the wagons ft farming tools for her use on the farm - 

1^® ■ I bequeath to my son In Byneck the plantation we now live on . 

Item - I bequeath to ay daughter Jane, Sabina, Uery & Eetsy to each *100.00 worth 
of property (In Greenbrier Co., W. 7a. near Ryneck's Talley) 

Item - I bequeath to ny sen Joslah when he comes of age "The Locust Plantation* 
ft the mills thereon (This is 7 miles couth of Hillsboro, W. Va. In Pocahontas Co.,W.V&.) 

Itea - I bequeath the rente from Locust plantation ft mile till Joslah copes of 
age the moneys arising from the sale of the place on Dry Creek also ay pert of the 
Knob place to be equally divided am eng ny daughters. 

I also hereby constitute ft appoint Samel Beard ft Thomas Beard Jr., Thomas 
Beard Sr. ny brother executors of this my last will ft testament. 

Seal* John Beard 

Signed, sealed ft delivered by John Beard as hie last will ft testament in presence 
of 


Robert Stevens, David Barks, Adam Sturahaugi 




Wednesday - April 30, 
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Bear Betsy & All the. Family: 

Since I resolved your nice letter written In March I have been think- 
i*ne I would eat it answered but as you oan see - here it is the 30th "of 
April but aa!Hr*m get this in the mail yet before the day is over. 

I'm like you - u seem to stay busy all the time and find very little time 
for writing letters. However, I think of all of you often and it is always 
my intention to get started on a letter but the days get by entirely too 
fast. Then too - I write so many letters and notes at Christmas that I 
let down entirely for weeks and months. We enjoyed so much hearing fTcm 
you and how all of you spent Christmas eto. Am glad you had a lovely time. 

We are as usual here at the present time and getting ready for a busy 
spring and sukmef^'The grass is about ready to be cut in the lawns and 
when that 1 b aateady job for Bud. We had one of the very 

unusual wlwters hire. Hardly any snow but we did have several days with 
cold temperatures^"*bne morning in January It was 17 below and quite a few 
other morningB we’had 10 or 12 below zero. Not having snow on the ground 
we didn’t seem tp^-us/tice how cold it was. I can’t understand it, for all 
the states aroulid us had deep snow and even the western part of this state 
but Lincoln and Omaha seemed to be in a dry area all winter long. March 
was nioe and dry all but one day and night. I believe that was about the 
17th of March when ire had a regular little blizzard. Blew down electrio 
wires and kioked up the "devil while it lasted. We were fortunate right 
here where we live but all over the city folks were without heat, especially 
where they had gas furnaoes - no electricity to run them. 

I want to thank you for sending me the clippings with your last letter. 
We both have enjoyed the pictures of you and "Mafty" very mu oh and I’m g$.ad 
to have them. You are getting to be quit an author and in that rsapeot you 
remind me so much of my sister Lou. She always wanted to write boc^s but 
never got it accomplished, so maybe you are to fulfill her most cherished 
desire, WHO KNOWST You mention in your letter that you are doing some 
resear oh on the olcf homes, churches, schools eto. I think that will be 
wonderful if you oan rake up enough information on these older people who 
were so.important in making Pooahontas County what it is today. 


You ask me ir I might remember something of interest concerning Edwin 
L. Beard and bis family. Well, I'm not too good at remembering a lot of 
thincs that fjshould be able to write you. However, I'menclosing an old 
dipping fr. 
might be ab 


kvft 


ilpcper paper of his death notice and I'm in hopes you 
_[earn a few thingB from it. Just destroy it when you*are 
through with have another clipping. He was the youngest son of 

Josiah Beard and “Was born at Locust Creek, fell heir to the home plaoe after 
seeing both of his parents through - then he came to Hillsboro and started 
the mercantile business. I don't know if anyone owned the store before him. 
All of Josiah Beard’s family were grand people. Edwin Beard’s brother 
Charles give the land for the Cemetary there in Hillsboro. Edwin L. Beard 
was an elder in the ‘Presbyterian ohurch in Hillsboro while he lived th^re. 

He was the same in the Culpeper church too. One little thing that stands 
out with me ancL I have always trsasured in my heart was-r that we never had 
breakfast without haring ohapel- He always read a passage of soripture and 
aaid a prayer. * The breakfast could wait but God's word came first. He 
thought that was the right way to start the day and I think he was right. 

I don't know if anyone occupied the house there in Hillsboro where we 

Tt V «f 01 T f0 f\ t o e Be f rd * I do know the Beards owned it all along 

It was part of Josiah Beard's estate. I think he owned the largest part of*- 

Hillsboro at o„s tl„. He gave all Me eone a bio slap of land when they ‘ 
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f ot married. Now, this ie not muoh important information I'm giving you 
or your book but maybe I oan think of something else as I gc along and if 
I do - you will get it. 

Bud is the earns as he has been for a Ion? time. Hard for him to 

walk and he sfi41 shakes from the Parkinson in one arm, but he feels v$ry 
good in other w£fe, so we feel very grateful that he is no worse than he is. 
He goes to hie doctors at oertain times and he gete a very good report eaoh 
time. Hia eyes are doing very good, altho he hae tc have drope put in them 
four times a day. Hie arm (Right one) shakes to^much for him to put the 
drops In, so that Job falls to me. I don't mind it tho. Ie a email thing 
to do if it keepe him from going blind, which the doctor says it will. 


We are not having very nice weather today. For about four days we have 
had misty weather.^uet enough to make it dark and dreary. We need rain. 

Had a very nim» Ea jtrSr Sunday here. Bud Just recently read the little book 
you sent ui p . ^Ule Plucked the Horsefeathere". He aaid to tell you he . 
thinks it is a. wprderful book and very iqiereating, I read it aa eoon as it 
came and I think the same thing. This man writes in euoh a real natural wav 
one ean’t help but!iking it. * 

m / r ’ 

I had a card from Irene while she-was in Florida at Easter time. It 
is nice that they could all get away for this nice little vaoation. I have 
not heard from any of the other relatives since shortly after Christmas. I 
presume we all write ourselves out during the Christmas holidays and the» 
olam up for awhile. Mildred don't have much time after she gets through 
with the school wor> she does and then try to keep house besides. I never 
hear from Fstelle but it is dust as well. 


We are having some trouble here in Omaha wl home-made bombs" being' 
planted around in Grocery Stores and other places of business. There has'' 
been eleven of them up to this time and while no bne has^een killed - they 
have caused a lot of damage. It must be "pranksters" doing this but it is 
a very dangerous thing to do. There is quite a large reward out for them, 

SJJ JIS L t J ey ha7 ; i n o t b e«n oaught. I don't think small kids could 

make these bombs, so it must be older youngsters or adults. If they ke a n it 
up someone is bound to be hurt or killed. I Just heard on TV a f«' minutes“ 
ago that the Serviee Stations had been ordered to keep their "rest rooms" 

th«f d h f0 h 8 ® f ® ty * That seems to be one of their favorite plaoes to plant 
tneaa bombs. Can vou imagine anyone having such an evil'mindT I hope thev 
are oaught very sSbfT and punished. x nope tney 

_ ^ . % 

lette? # h«t J SStSBJL**!* to i d you aU for thlB Not suoh a good 

liny*? y*ux m i&'jgz \vi ltlas 

l*U S tc^n*^fUii B y"f?o«“J.* n3oy * har,elf lik8 • ! ' 9 always laas " 
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THE BRUFFEY3 


John JBrAfey vjes horn in the north of Ireland in 1752* He married Nellie MacDonald, of 
Sootlipdl an ancestral kinsman of Ramsey McDonald, prime minister of the British Empire.. 
John and Nellie MacDonald BruTfey moved to America prior to the Revolution. In this mr 
he served as a soldier under General Anthony 77ayne, He vjes killed in the year of 1807 
by being thrown from a horse. The horse scared at a deer at the stone ttw ugh on the 
lands of M*J. McNael. He ms buried in the HcNeel graveyard. His grave is marked by a 
stone lettered by his son, John, 

To the marriage of John and Nellie MacDonald Bruffey were horn three sons, Mark, John and 
Patrick. 

Mark married a Miss Lewis and lived in Monroe County. They had a son. Rev. George Bruffeyj 
his sons were Fletcher and Samuel; the latter was the father of Mrs* George B* ?,Tinter of 
Warren, Ohio, who was a missionary in China for a number of years; returning home to care 
for her sister T s ohildr^i 

John, Jr., married Elisabeth Hill and settled on Rruffeya Creek* They were the pgacnedteks 

f \vrec rmj'i rr.d three daughters - William, Robert, Richard, Elisabeth became the wife of 
Wesley Hill; Nancy, the wife of Henry Boggs; and Margaret the wife of Haggai Denison. 

Deputy Sheriff R.M. Bruffey and A.W. Hill were grandsons of Murray Bruffey* 

Bradford married Mary Watts, of Grembrier County* They had three sons and four daughters, 
Newton, late of Renick; Frank, deceased; Squire T*A, Bruffey, of Bruffeys Creek; Elizabeth 
Whiting; Serene Grimes; Bird Shisler; and Ida Sarver. 

John Bruffey, III, married Margaret Hill and went west. 

The daughters of John, 2nd, Yfere Eliza Moore, of Edray; George P* Moore was her son. 
Harriet, wife of Wesley Cruikshanks, of Nicholas, Levina, wife of Claybome Blair; 
went west, Mrs, Jennie lynch of Neola, Mrs. Annie Dotson and Culbinson, of the west are her 
children. Julia became the wife of a McClure; the late Mathew was her only son* Margaret 
became the wife of Morgan Anderson* They had three children. Elisabeth became the vdfe 
of Samuel McCarty and moved to Vermont* G.J. McCarty was her son* Thomas Anderson 
became Mrs. Shannon Clutter; Eric Clutter is their son* Dickson Anderson married 
Sarah McCoy; Mrs, P.C. Curry is their daughter* 

Nancy Burffey became the wife of Levi Hooker, clockmaker and Martha Bruffey became l^ie 
Tdfe of James Ewing. Both families went to Nicholas County. 
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PatricfcKruffey ms born 2 Uay 1785 and died 3 Feb. 1853. His wife was Annie Slaven, 
daughter of John Slaven, head of Greenbrier River. He was a skille d workman in wood, 
iron rfid^stone. He was a miller, too, and owned the mill near Greenbonk. His family 
consisted of six dauthters and two sons. Polly Mathews was born 29 Jan, 1813 and died 
1 Nov. 1849, She became the mfe of John H. Ruckman 7 Feb 1833. Her children were 
Caroline, wife of WiIlian J. Cackley, of Stamping Creek; Sidney, who carried Almira 
Campbell; their son Charles taught school for the Indians in Oklahoma, 

Nancy Catherine bom 6 April 1814 died 1 Oct 1888; mfe of Ben Ervine, and ms the 
mother of eleven children. One son, Janes ms a Confederate soldier and ms killed 
in the presence of his mother. 

James, bora 28 Jan. 1816 married Margaret Ann Hartmen and went to Lewis County. 

Elizabeth Slaven Bruffey, born 24 March 1818, became the wife of Addison Ervine and went 
west. 

Priscilla Bruffey became the wife of Lorenson Pugh and went to TTebster County. 

Caroline Margaret Bruffey, born 18 Sept. 1822, died 14 Aug 1853; became the wife of 
James TTatts Ruckman 14 Oct. 1852. Her child ms William Vial lace Ruckman, tiio lived on 
Startping Creek where his children D. ¥. and Maggie Ruckman now reside. 

Sarah Ann Bruffey, born 7 Nov. 1824, died 6 Nov. 1895, became the wife of James G. Hamil¬ 
ton, 9 Oct, 1851. A daughter, Hester became the wife of Robert Brown; County surveyor 
R. W. Brown was their son. 

William Slaven Bruffey, bom 2 Dec. 1826, married Mary J. Hamilton and went to Missouri. 
He died 14 March 1873. 

The Bruffeys were of an inventive turn of mind. One of the Pocahontas family worked for 
many years on the unsolved problem of "perpetual motion." The inventor developed a 
machine so finely poised that a grain of wheat would start a large wheel turning, but it 
could not be controlled and the longer it ran the greater became the speed, until it would 
finally tear itself to pieces. Bruffey*s last effort was to start the wheel and watch it 
fling itself into fragments as it dashed off into space. 

There are no millionaires among the Bruffeys, but there might have been, for it ms a 
Bruffey who invented the hillside plow, the instrument that has probably done more to 
draw wealth from the soil than any other one farm implement. An unscrupulous lawyer of 
Washington stole the patent and thus the Bruffeys lived quietly on, content to hew 
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Bruffey became ■ the wife of iorenson Pugh and went to Webster bounty. 

Caroline Margaret Bruffey, born 10 Sept. 1822, died Jh Aug. 1053; became the wife of 
James Watts Ruckman U Oct. 1852. Her child was William Wallace Ruckman, who lived on 
Stamping Creek where his cildren D. E. and Maggie Ruckman now reside. 

Sarah Ann Bruffey,^born 7 Hov. 1821*, died 6 Hov. 1095, became the wife of James G. 
Hamilton, 9 Oct. 1851. A daughter Hester became the wife of Robert Brcwn; County 
surveyor R. W. Brown is their son. 

'William Slaven Bruffey, born 2 Dec* 1826, married Mary J. Hamilton and went to Missouri 
He died U Mar. 1873. Maggie Ruckman 

Bruffey Reunion 

On August 25 the Bruffey family of West Virginia held a largely attended and worth wl 
reunion at Webster Springs. The following comments on the occasion are from the Webs 
Springs Republican. 
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With the arrival of the chairman of the program committee in the afternoon an hour ol 

reminiscence was introduced by Ton Bruffey, in the course of which a brief history o( - • 

the family in America was.given. From this historical account we gathered a few interest¬ 
ing facts and likewise gathered many more from private conservations with some of the 
Pocahontas visitors. 

Miss Maggie Ruckman seems to be the recognised historian of this family. It was revealed 
that a certain John Bruffey of Scotch-Irish descent came from Ireland prior to the 
Revolution and settled in the neighborhood of Hillsboro, about fifteen miles from 
Marlinton on the Greenbrier River. He brought an attractive bride from among the 

Shamrocks of his native heath when he came to America, whose naira was Kellie McDonald 

and an ancestral kinsman of Ramsay McDonald, prime minister of the British Empire. 

The Bruffeys have studiously ^°i£ed. public, statement concerning the relationship with 
such royal personages, but invest Virginia to know that Tom Bruffey, who opened* this 
reminiscent hour is a cousin of England's great prime minister. 

We learned this Bruffeys were an inventive turn of mind. One of the Pocahontas family 
worked for many years on the unsolved problem of "perpetual motion". The inventor develop! 
ed a machine so finely hxia poised that a grain of wheat would starfr a large wheel ‘ 1 

turning, but it could not be controlled and the longer it ran the greater became the 
spend until it would finally tear itsel to pieces. Bruffey's last effort was to start 
the wheel and watch it fling itself into fragments as it dashed off into space. 

There are no millionaires among the Bruffeys, but there might have been, for it was a 
Bruffey who invented the hillside plow, the instrument that has probably done more to 
draw wealth from the soil than any other one farm implement# An unscrupulous lawyer of 
Washington stole the patent and thus the Bruffeys lived quietly on, content to hew 
wood and draw water. They are pastoral people and agricultural peolple and have never 
aspired to positions of honor and trust in the affairs of the state. 

If you would get a correct measure of such men as Tom Bruffey from old Poca, pull down 
your Bobby Burns and read again Cotter's Saturday Wight. It will be like a fresh beeece 
in the twilight on a summer's night, and your heart will feel a warm glow as ton touch ti¬ 
the soil afresh - on Scotland's sunny braes. 
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wppd Wild dravf water# They are pastoral people end agricultural people and have never 
aspSAdljfco positions of honor and trust in the affairs of state* 

If yo1rwpul& get a correct meashre of such as Tom Bruffey from old Pocahontas, pull down 

your Bobby Bums and read again Cotter f s Saturday Might* It will be like a fresh breeze 

a 

in the twilight on a summer’s night, and your heart will fe^l/warm glow as you touch the 
soil afresh on Scotland’s sunny braes. 

Motes From the tombstone in the McNeel graveyard, Hillsboro, West Virginia: 

JOHN BRUFFEY 

Native of Ireland and Revolutionist under Genera! Wayne, U*3*A. 

Died in ISO? - aged 55 which would mice his birth date 1752* This tombstone was made 
by his son John Bruffey and inscribed as that ms his business* Kis wife ms Me Hie 
McDonald, English, who came before the Revolution* Children: Patrick ms as far as I can 
find out a carpenter and contractor, Mark, ms a preacher and went to Monroe Co*, W.Va# 
John lived in Pocahontas County^ buried in the Hill Cemetery, Lobelia, rWest Virginal 
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living in Vir¬ 
ginia, Rae 

! Dowdy has sub¬ 
mitted mater¬ 
ial 


___on Bruffey 

Family history for your 
present reading and for the 
editor's possible gleaning for 
the encyclopedia. The mater¬ 
ial comes as clippings from 
the pen and hand-set type of 
the late and great Cal Price 
and time of printing is 1933. 

THE BRUFFEYS 
The Bruffeys held their 
family reunion on Bruffeys 
Creek on August 26, 1933* 
A goodly number of the re¬ 
lationship was present and 
the occasion was greatly en¬ 
joyed by all. 


f i * 

John Bruffey was born in 
1 the north of Ireland in 1752. 
He married Nellie MacDon- 
jh ■' aid, of Scotland, and they 
■ A - moved to America prior to 
* : the Revolution, In this war he 
> served as a soldier under 
i General Anthony Wayne. He 
was killed in'the^year 1807" 
Lp by being thrown from a horse. 

* The horse scared at a deer 
t at the Slone trough on the 

lands of M J, McNeel, He 
V* was burled in the McNeel 
: gravcvarb. His , t rave is 
f* marked by a stone lettered by 
t his son Jcltn, 

John and Nellie MaeDon- 
k aid Bruffey were the parents 
of three sons, Mark, John and 
i Patrick, 

I Mark married a Miss Lewis 
\ and lived In Monroe county* 
They had a son t Rev. George; 

* his sons were Fletcher and 
’■"Samuel; the latter was the 
r father of Mrs, George B, 

Minter, of Warren, Ohio, who, 

* was a missionary in China for 

* a number of years; returning 
; home to care Cor her sister's 

children. 

John Jr. married Elizabeth 

* Hill and settled on Bruffeys 
„ Creek. They were the par¬ 
ents of three sons and seven 

: daughters — Murry, Brad- 
fford and John* 


Murry married Elizabeth 
Craig of Nicholas county, 

■ They were the parents of three 
sons and three daughters. Wil¬ 
liam, Robert, Richard, Eliz¬ 
abeth became the wife of 
i Wesley Hill; Nancy, wife of 
5 Henry .Boggs, and Margaret, 
wife of Bagel Denison* Dep- 
1 uty Sheriff R. M. Bruffey.*^ 
and A. W. Hill arc grand¬ 
sons of Murry Bruffey. 

Bradford married Mary 
Watts'of Greenbrier county. 
They had three sons and four 
daughters, Newton, late of 
Renick; Frank, deceased; 

, Squire T, A. Bruffey, of 
Bruffeys Creek; Elizabeth 
Whiting; Serene Grimes, Bird 
Shisler, Ida Sarver. 

John Bruffey III, married 
Margaret Hill and went west. 


The daughters of John 2nd 
were Eliza Moore, of Edray; 
George P* Moore was her son. 

^ Harriet, wife of Wesley Cruik- 
shanks, of Nicholas, Levina, 

* wife of Clayborne Blair; went 
; west, Mrs. Jennie Lynch of 
1 Neola, Mrs, Annie Dotson and 

Culbison. of the west are her 
children*. Julia become the 
wife of a McClure; the late 
Mathew was her only son. 

- Margaret become the wUe of 
Morgan Anderson, They had 
, three children, Elizabeth be¬ 
came the wife of Samuel Mc¬ 
Carty, and moved to Ver- 
, mont; C, J. McCarty was her 
son. Tho Anderson became 

♦ Mrs* Shannon Clutter; Eric 
Clutter is their son. Dickson 

. Anderson married Sarah Mc- 
f _Coy, Mrs. P. C, Curry is 
their daughter, 

Nancy Bruffey became the 
wife of Levi Hooker, clock- 
maker, and Martha Bruffey 
become the wife of James 
Ewing. Both families went to 
Nicholas county 


Patrick Bruffey was born 
May 2, 1785, and died Feb¬ 
ruary 3, 1853* His wife was 
Annie Slaven* daughter of John 
Slaven, head of Greenbrier 
River. He was a skilled work¬ 
man in wood, iron and stone. 

He was a miller, too, and own¬ 
ed the mill near Greenbank, 
His family consisted of six 
daughters and two sons* Polly 
Mathews was born January 
,29, 1813, and died Novem¬ 
ber 1, 1819. She became the 
wife of John H, Rurkman, . 


February 7, 1833. Her chil¬ 
dren were Caroline* vl.\ ; of 
William J* Cackley, of Stamp¬ 
ing Creek; Sidney, who mar¬ 
ried Almira Campbell; their 
son Charles teaches Indians 
In Oklahoma. Nancy Catherine 
born April 6, 1814, diedOcto- 
ber l f 1888; wife of Ben Er- 
vine, and was the mother of 
eleven children. One son% 
. James was a Confederate 
soldier and was killed in the 
presence of his mother. 

James, born January 28, 
1816, married Margaret Ann 
Hartman and went to Lewis 
county* 

Elizabeth Slaven Bruffey, 
born March 24, 1818* became 
the wife of Addison Ervinc and 
went west. 

Priscilla Bruffey became 
the wife of Lorens on Pugh 
and went to Webster county. 

Caroline Margaret Bruffcv* 
born September 18, 1822, died 

August 14, 1853: became the 
wile of James Watts Ruck- 
man October 14* 1852. Her 
child was William Wallace 
Ruckman, who lived onSfamp- 
Ing Creek, where his children,, 

D* E. and Maggie, now re¬ 
side. * 

Sarah Ann Bruffey, born 

November 7, 1824, died No- 
vember 6, 1895* became the 
' wife of James G. Hamilton* 
October 9, I85L A daughter* 
Hester, became the wife of 
Robert Brown, County Sur¬ 
veyor. R. W, Brovvn is their 
son. 

William Slaven Bruffey, 
born December 2, 1826, mar¬ 
ried Mary J, Hamilton* went 
to Missouri. He died March 
14, 1873* • * . M* R. h 















“OUT OF THE STORM” 

The Galford Lumber Co. Documentary Project 

“A while back, a good friend heard about a real West Virginia adventure. An odyssey really, 

“In 1938, during the Great Depression, a monster hurricane roared up the east coast killing over 600 people 
and causing untold property damage between New York and Massachusetts. But this wasn’t*your garden-variety 
killer hurricane, the sort that just turns off into the North Atlantic after chewing up the shoreline. 

“Oh, no! This killer hurricane decided it wanted to see Canada. So it turned left when it got to Boston, 
instead of right. . . and knocked down over 3 billion board feet of standing timber . . . mostly in Massachusetts, 
Vermont, and New Hampshire. 

“And that’s where our story begins .. because the Federal Government knew it had to salvage that timber 
...no one else was even close to big enough to organize the operation...and it commissioned over 200 independent 
timber companies to come to New England and get the job done. Not all of them succeeded. Some went broke 
trying to make a profit under the strict federal guidelines. 

“But our story is about one of the successes. Our story is about a man named Glen Galford, and the story 
of the men and women from Pocahontas County, West Virginia, that he led on an eighteen-month odyssey to New 
England during the last days of the Grest American Depression. 

“And it’s also the story of what they did when they got there, and, more importantly, whom they found 
when they got there .. . because in that story was a big beautiful picture of who we are in these mountains...what 
we can do and what we can be.” 

“Out of the Storm” is a 56-minute documentary film which tells the story of the Galford Lumber 
Company, of Green Bank, and its participation in the federal government timber salvage effort following the New 
England Hurricane of 1938. 

Sponsored by the Pocahontas County Historical Society, the film is being produced by B. J. Sharp- 
Gudmundsson and co-produced by Doug Chadwick, and is in the final stage of editing, which is being done at Red 
Oaks Productions in Fairlea. Project collaborators are Alan Freeman, assistant writer and producer; Gary Aide, video 
editor; and Caroline Sharp, research assistant. Contributing scholars include Roy Clarkson, Professor Emeritus at 
WVU; John Cuthbert, WVU Head of Special Collections; and William McNeel, editor of The Pocahontas Times. In 
addition to public presentations throughout the coming year, future plans include distribution through public 
television, libraries, video sales, as well as development of a curriculum to be presented to public schools. 

Excerpts from “Out of the Storm” will be presented at the Hillsboro Heritage Festival on June 23 as 
part of a program on the importance of collecting oral history. A full-length version of the film will be shown at 
the McClintic Library in Marlinton at 8 p.m. on Friday night, July 14, during Pioneer Days, and the New England 
presentation is scheduled for the last weekend in September, 

The collaborators on this project express their sincere gratitude to all of those who have supported our 
endeavor in any way. We hope that you will continue to follow Us progress and share in the excitement as more 
people experience this wonderful story of strength and fortitude. See you at the show! 

This project is being sponsored by the Pocahontas County Historical Society with financial assistance from 
the West Virginia Humanities Council, a state program of the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

For more information, visit us at galfordlumber.com or call 304-64455-4998. 

Cathy Gibson Speller, now of Hilton Head, South Carolina, is a Director and works with The Heritage 
Library Foundation, Inc., in Hilton Head Island . In the Society's Newsletter of last fall Cathy made a report of her 
trip to places in Virginia and West Virginia following the history of her family, searching out graves, etc. 



Early Pocahontas County Teachers 

George Hannah, of Bradenton. Florida, donated a book to the Historical Society that records the teaching 
certificates issued to Pocahontas County residents following the Civil War to 1877. Among the county school 
superintendents during this period was Mr. Hannah's grandfather, Samuel B. Hannah. He was superintendent in 
1877 to 1879. At this lime the position of county school superintendent was an elected one for a two year term. 
The people listed in the book as receiving leaching certificates follow, with spellings a guess in some cases 

1866 

John E. Adkison, Lindsey H. Sharp, George P Wanless. Annie E. Loury 

1867 

Luther R. Blair, Arthela A. Buzard. Susan A. Moore, M. J, Moore, Montgomery G, Mathews, Nora Moore, 
Miriam Waugh, James Morrison, Maggie Moore, John J. Edmislon, L. D, Humphreys. W. P. Hutchesin, Amanda 
G. Butcher, George Baxter, C. J. Stalling, Joseph A. Buzzard, Charles B. Conrad. George P. Wanless, Adam Clark, 
John M. Anderson. Mary E. Buckley, Henrietta Shilling 

1868 

Mary A. Moore, Sam Buzard, Arthela A. Buzard, L, D. Humphrey, A. G. Butcher, Hannorah Moore, John S 
Moore. Daniel Kellison. Moses May, Uriah Bird, Luther Shrader, S. H, Clark, John M. Anderson. F. B. Hacked, 
James H. Morrison. Charles B. Conrad, Squire L. Brown, Henry F. Grimes 

1869 

John H. Beverage, Adam Clark, Peter L. Curry. William M. Wanless, Allen Taylor, H. A, J. Francis. W. R. 
Maupin, Mary Gillilan, Maggie Moore, Maria E. Servis, Samuel Buzard, John W. Taylor, F, M. Meredeth, Hester 
E, Kee, Anna C. Clark, A. C. Hanford, Amelia E, Warwick, Charles O. Arbogast. M. G. Matthews K B 
Wooddcll, Uriah Bird, James F. Walkup, Daniel Kellison, Effie Lee Pennelc, John E. Dufficld, James Morrison,’ 
Squire L, Brown, John S, Moore, George Baxter 


Cora A. Grimes 


1870 


No references for these years 


1871, 1872, 1873 


1874 

Hanova More. Maggie More, W, R. Maupin, A. Hanman, C, Staking, Lucy G. Cabell, George Fitzwater 
Laura V, Whitmore, Nettie Staking, Newton S. Dufficld, Walter P. Gamble, Calvin Smiting, R C Shrader John 
S. More, W, N, More, George W, Palse, William H, Hull. Brown M. Yeager, Uriah Bird, George Gay, L. Sue 
Beard, Daniel A. Peck, John G, Flory, Anna C. Clark, Thomas S, Gillispie, Montgomery G. Mathews. Enock H, 
More, William H, Overboil, Carrie Smiting, Lizzie Vawter. E. G, Alderman, C. O. Huff. G, W. Falser, Horace 
Lockridge, John W. Warwick, George Baxter, ~ Poage, C R. More, M. A. Dunlap, Hamilton Gay 

1875 

Charles L, McNeeil, Squire Brown, James C, McClure. C J. Smiling, Henrietta Smiling, Carrie Smiting J 
K Wooddcll, M. G. Mathews, G. S. Wciford, C L, Smiling, Effie M Smith, Daniel Kellison, John S, Moore, G, 
W. McCollam, Mary $. Loury, H. E. Poage, Laura V, Whitmore, Maggie C, Ervine, H. P. Cosby B M Yeager 
Uriah Bird, Arnos S. Gillespie, Ann Clark. Cora A, Grimes, Rev, M. D. Dunlap, S, L. Brown, Hilda E. Sutton! 
Charles O, Arbogast, Lucy L. Clark, Flora M. Brown, W. N, Moore, Benjamin L, Smart. C. 0 Huff Nora Moore 
Maggie Moore, Rella Clark, Sol Beard 


John C. McLaughlin, George M. Kee, Luther J, Beard. Elijah N. Grant. Mary W. Warwick, H. P. Cosby 
Emma N Warwick. E. H. Moore. Q W. McCollum, George M. Kee, George Baxter. George K. Gay. J, Wooddell 

’ Uriah HiJdaE Sytton ’ George A ‘ BmucT ' James C McCJ ^ Amos S, Gillispie, Gratian 
5.' t C ™ pbelJ ' Gcor ® e W - Pa)ser ' C J, Slulling, B. F. White, W. A. McCorkJc, M, G, Mathews, J. 

C. McGlaughhn, J. B. McNeill, J. G, Rory, G. W. Falser. Carrie Smiting, Mary S. Loury. Cora A. Grimes 
Maggie C. Ervin. N. B. Armentrout, H. E. Poague, G. C, Gram, Laura L. Lockridge. Horace M. Lockridge, B. F. 
Wlute. James M. Hamilton, Josiah C, Loury, Jr.. Minnie C. Loury, Kate R. Curry, Mollic S. Swope. Lucie L 
Uark, Annie C, Sheets, Charles O. Arbogast, Horace M. Lockridge, B. F. SwinzeU J G Florv - certificate 
revoked T J 


1877 

M. G Mathews, H. M. Lockridge, James W. Warwick, Maria Wilson, George A. Burner, Cora Grimes L J 
Wanless. Laura Lockndge, W, P. Campbell, L. W. Davidson, J. N. Sharp, C, S. Wamsley R D Rimel P v’ 
5“ A-S Galfepie, Cora Grimes, Maggie Ervin, Martha L. Gallispie. Annie Sheets, Aaron Rider. Lucy H 
Clarke. Elijah H, Grant, Rev. M. D. Dunlap. M. W. Warwick, Charles 0. Arbogast, G. K. Wooddell A S 
Bruffey, G. W. Snedegar, F. Campbell. L, W. Taibetl, J. tt. Wooddell, Alex Armstrong, Ella Beard H M Sutton 
Amos Gallispie, Lucy Clarke. Allie Arbogast, Henry Hull, Robert Sutton 


The book also contains information on the enumeration of young people, 
be attending school. Actual school enrollment were less than these figures. 


Piling 1872 1873 

Union, 1, Green Bank 430 347 

Grant, 2, Edray 256 308 

Lincoln, 3, Huntersville 300 290 

Meade, 4. Little Levels 324 435 


1874 

329 

370 

283 

449 


ifiZS 

368 

379 

273 

464 


■scholars." in the county that could 


1876 

395 

396 
340 
490 


xm 

39 5 

430 

339 

505 


History of Edray Community 

Handwritten History found in some old papers ; written by S. 5. Moore 

Edray Community is bounded on the west by Stony Creek range of mountains*, on the north by Elk Mountain, to the 
top of Slippery Hill on the Clover Creek road, then to the Bridge Place on the Greenbrier River where Paul Sharp now lives, on 
the south by the top of river ridges including the Fairview and Brush Settlements, to the top Drinnon Ridge where the state road 
crosses, and to Elmer Sharp's at the foot of Stony Creek Mountain, This community is about five miles wide where the state road 
crosses and ten miles long from east to west. 
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The Drinnons all left ibis county many years ago. I remember seeing James Drinnon, a member of this distinguished 
family. I think ihe Drinnons went lo the northwesiem part of this slate. 

Robert Moore, my grandfather, was a son of Moses Moore who was captured by the Indians (See W. T. Price s History of 
Pocahontas for a full account of this capture.) 

Robert Moore. Sr., once lived at the Bridget Place, reared his family there. My father. Isaac Moore, was bom and raised 
there. One brother. Andrew, fell from a tree and was killed while other members of the family were stirring off a kettle of sugar. 
About 1820 Robert Moore. Sr., moved to Edray and settled on the Drinnon holdings. He and his boys opened up a Fine farm and 
erected a fine two story brick dwelling house—the only brick building in the community. I believe the lumber that went into the 
house was all sawed with the whip saw. as at that time there was no water power saw mill. The broad ax was extensively used in 
getting out all heavy lumber for buildings. Robert Moore and his wife lived and died in the brick mansion, Buried in the Edray 
Graveyard He was bom 1768. died 1858, age 90 yrs. His wife, bom 1771. died 1855, age 84 years. These graves were the first 
in Edray Graveyard. Robert Moore’s real estate was divided with his boys and one daughter; The names of the sons were Isaac. 
James. William, and Robert. Jr. Robert received the old homestead, lived there many years, sold to 1 . W, Sharp shout 1867 for 
seven thousand dollars. That included the upper part of the place now owned by Isaac Sharp's heirs. 1 want to say just here, there 
was an old house stood about halfway between the old brick house and the gate at the road. I think the old settler built and 
occupied this house while the brick house was being erected. When I was a small boy elections were held in the old house. There 
was no ticket or ballot used. The Commissioner or Conductor of Election asked the voter: "Who do you vote for?" 

My father. Isaac Moore, settled in the woods where I now live. Father's bouse was a hewed log bouse, about 16x20 ft,, 
shaved shingle roof, chinked and daubed walls, one door and one window in the first story and same in second story'. The porch 
was on the side and stairs went up from porch. In 1911 I built a new frame house on the spot where the old house stood, R, S 
Jordan and Jeff Killings worth were the contractors. 

The soil of Edray Community is productive. The upland is largely limestone naturally sod with bluegrass when shale is 
taken off. The flat land below the mountains is sandstone, not as rich as the limestone and not as good for grazing but better for 
farming when improved Produces well and less liable to waste from heavy rains. 

As to timber in this Community. It has been covered with all kinds of hardwood, basswood, some spruce high on the 
mountains, hemlock along streams. Some of the most valuable timber is black walnut, asb T cherry, red oak, white oak, a great 
deal of which has been cut and shipped. Other hard woods are chestnut oak, some black oak. pin oak and sugar. There is some 
yellow pine on the flats. 

Edray Community can boast of the best water in the state Both limestone and free stone. There are many bowled 
springs around the foot of the mountains, always flowing, never dry. Namely at Elmer Sharp*s, E. R, Sharp's, also a sulphur 
spring at E. R. Sharp**, bowled spring at the Cochran Place, at A. C. Barlow's head of Big Spring, now owned by Bank of 
Marl in ton and sufficient to run a grist mill with twenty foot overshot water wheel. 

Other bowled springs at M. K, Sharp's, G. W. M,. ., . 

Drinnon Spring at Mrs. J, W Price's at Edray. John D, Gay owns head of Indian Draft. Other Fine springs not named. There are 
many drilled wells in the flats, all good water. 

Some of the fust schools were taught in the old farm homes. One among the first, if not the first, was in an old bouse 
near Mrs Geo. Baxter’s home. The house was a round log structure, clapboard roof, held in place with press poles. The Fireplace 
look up most of one end of the house. It was made of rough stone. Chimney made of slats and mud. Now for light, paper was 
pasted over cracks and greased to give light. Other cracks in the building were chinked and daubed. Seats were made of split logs 
or poles, holes bored and pins pul in for legs. The term of school was about three months. The salary was one dollar per scholar a 
month Writing was done with quill pens. The teacher boarded with scholars. My father, Isaac Moore, taught at this school when 
a young man. The first schools were called Open Schools—everyone spelled and read aloud. The first school I attended was 
Indian Draft, now called ML Pleasant. The building was constructed of round logs, chinked and daubed, covered with boards, a 
rough stone chimney and large fireplace. Seats were of split logs or poles scl on wooden pins. Figuring all done on slates No 
lead pencils or tablets used in those days. The writing was done with quill pens. The desk to write on was a plank against the 
wall. One or two smaU windows, and for additional light greased paper pasted over cracks. 

The First church in Edray Community was built on Stony Creek and call Hamlin Chapel. It is a hewed log building cracks 
chinked and daubed, shaved shingle roof, side galleries, seals - long benches with slat backs. Door in one end of building, 
elevated pulpit in other end Two small, twelve light windows on sides. Some years ago the side galleries were taken out and 
building ceiled, benches were taken out and chairs pul in. This church is still in use and was built near 1835 as the records show it 
was deeded July 4. 1835. 

Edray Church was built in 1883. E. D. King was contractor and builder. Contract price above foundation S7G0.0Q for 
his work. Laken & Peters furnished about twenty thousand feet of lumber from their mill at Clover Lick, delivered at the Gay 
Siding, now the Fair Ground, for ten dollars per thousand—while pole lumber. All heavy lumber w T a* sawed at Edray by D. L. 
Farber & Bros. Everything summed up, all told the Edray Church cost 52032.25. 

Edray Post Office was the first post office in Edray Community, When looking for a name. Mis. Eliza Moore, mother of 
the late Geo, P. Moore, being a Bible reader, suggested a Bible name, said "Call the Post Office Edrci,*' Leaving off the "ei ,T and 
adding "ay" making Edray the name of the First Post Office. (See Numbers 21:33) 

This office was established about 1850. As soon as Geo, P. Moore was of age be became Post Master and continued to be until bis 
death in 1922. He was the oldest post master in the U. S. 

There are now six churches in Edray Community; nine frame school buHidings, about one hundred and ten families, 
averaging five members to the f amil y, estimated at five hundred and fifty. 

About Five miles of state road in this community. On the point of Wolf Pen Ridge on Elk Mountain from the slate road a 
very Fine view of our Community can be had and we challenge all W. Va. for a more beautiful scene than the community and 
surrounding mountains. The roads are in fair condition. Travel is done mostly by automobiles. 

Mail routes and telephones throughout the Community. 

The village of Edray has two stores at present. The first store at Edray was kept and owned by William Allen at the place 
where Elmer Poagcs now live, Isaac McNeil, Geo P. Moore and Amos Barlow kept store at this same place years ago. 

Geo. P. Moore built the store building that A. R Gay now occupies. 

At one time there was a successful tan yard in Edray run by A. i. Smith and brothers. 

Robert Moore, Sr., built a mill at the head of Big Spring. This house was a hewed log builiding, two or more stories 
high, equipped with a twenty foot overshot water wheel, and waicrtank from head of spring. This water never freezes up in winter 
nor goes dry in summer. Inside equipment of mill consisted of two sets of runners, both country made, one for grinding wheat and 
the other for grinding com and chops. 

The first sawmill of the Community was built near the grist mill by Isaac Moore and got water from the same source as 
grist mill. These mills were used for many years and was one of the important business centers of the community. 

Viewing the past and present, we see that old things have passed away and all things have become new. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SB MOORE 







part of the field belongs to A. it Gay and the other part belongs to Wm, M. Sharp's heirs, all of which once belonged to Thomas 
Drinnon, first settler in this community. He owned a large boundary of land, several thousand acres, that extended from Indian 
Draft to Stony Creek. Drinnon's Ridge took its name from the old settler, an everlasting monument. 

Drinnon's home was broken up by the Indians. His wife was captured and taken away. She was murdered somewhere in 
Elk Mountain. 

Charles Drinnon. a brother of Thomas Drinnon. settled near Onoto, He cleared a field which bears the name "Charley 
Field" which is now owned by Anderson Barlow. 

The Drinnons all left this county many years ago. 1 remember seeing James Drinnon. a member of this distinguished 
family, I think the Drinnons went to the northwestern part of this state. 

Robert Moore, my grandfather, was a son of Moses Moore who was captured by the Indians (Sec W. T. Price’s History of 
Pocahontas for a full account of this capture.) 

Robert Moore, Sr* once lived at the Bridge! Place, reared his family there. My father, Isaac Moore, was bom and raised 
there. One brother, Andrew, fell from a free and was killed while other members of the family were stirring off a kettle of sugar. 
About 1820 Robert Moore, Sr„ moved to Edray and settled on the Drinnon holdings. He and his boys opened up a fine farm and 
erected a fine two story brick dwelling bouse—the only brick building in the community, I believe the lumber that went into the 
bouse was all sawed with the whip saw. as at that lime there was no water power saw mill The broad ax was extensively used in 
getting out alt heavy lumber for buildings. Robert Moore and his wife lived and died in the brick mansion. Buried in the Edray 
Graveyard. He was bom 1768, died 1858. age 90 yre. His wife, bom 1771, died 1855, age 84 years. These graves were the first 
in Edray Graveyard. Robert Moore's real estate was divided with his boys and one daughter. The names of the sons were Isaac. 
James. William, and Robert. Jr. Robert received the old homestead, lived there many years, sold to J. W. Sharp about 1867 for 
seven thousand dollars That included the upper part of tbe place now owned by Isaac Sharp’s heirs. I want lo say just here, there 
was an old house stood about halfway between the old brick house and the gate at tbe road, 1 think the old settler built and 
occupied this house while the brick house was being erected. When I was a small boy elections were held in the old house. There 
was no ticket or ballot used. The Commissioner or Conductor of Election asked the voter: "Who do you vote for?" 

My father, Isaac Moore, settled in the woods where I now Live. Father's house was a hewed log house, about 16x20 ft., 
shaved shingle roof, chinked and daubed walls, one door and one window in the first story and same in second story. The porch 
was on the side and stairs went up from porch. In 1911 I built a new frame house on the spot where the old house stood. R S. 
J or dan and Jeff Killingswortb were the contractors. 

The soil of Edray Community is productive. The upland is largely limestone naturally sod with bluegrass when shale is 
taken off The flat land below the mountains is sandstone, not as rich as the limestone and not as good for grazing but belter for 
farming when improved. Produces well and less liable to waste from heavy rains. 

As to timber in this Community. It has been covered with all kinds of hardwood* basswood, some spruce high on the 
mountains, hemlock along streams. Some of the most valuable timber is black walnut, ash. cheny. red oak. white oak. a great 
deal of which has been cut and shipped. Other hard woods are chestnut oak, some black oak. pin oak and sugar. There is some 
yellow pine on the flats. 

Edray Community can boast of the best water in the state. Both limestone and free stone. There are many bowled 
springs around the foot of the mountains, always flowing, never dry. Namely at Elmer Sharp's. E. R, Sharp's* also a sulphur 
spring at E, R. Sharp’s, bowled spring at the Cochran Place, at A. C. Barlow's head of Big Spring, now owned by Bank of 
Marl in ton and sufficient to run a grist mill with twenty foot overshot water wheel. 

Other bowled springs at M. K. Sharp's, C, W. M. . 

Drinnon Spring at Mrs. J. W Price's at Edray, John D. Gay owns head of Indian Draft. Other fine springs not named. There are 
many drilled wells m the flats, all good water. 

Some of the fust schools were taught in the old farm homes. One among the first, if not the first, was in an old house 
near Mrs. Geo. Baxter’s home. The house was a round log structure, clapboard roof, held in place with press poles. The fireplace 
took up most of one end of the boose It was made of rough stone. Chimney made of slats and mud. Now for light, paper was 
pasted over cracks and greased to give light. Other cracks in the building were chinked and daubed Seats were made of split logs 
or poles, boles bored and pins pul in for legs. The term of school was about three months. The salary was one dollar per scholar a 
month Writing was done with quid pens. The teacher boarded with scholars. My father, Isaac Moore, taught at this school when 
a young man. Tbe first schools were called Open Schools-—everyone spelled and read aloud. The first school I attended was 
Indian Draft, now called Mt Pleasant. The building was constructed of round logs, chinked and daubed, covered with boards, a 
rough stone chimney and large fireplace. Seats were of split logs or poles set on wooden pins. Figuring all done on slates. No 
lead pencils or tablets used in those days. The writing was done with quill pens Tbe desk to write on was a plank against the 
wall. One or two small windows, and for additional light greased paper pasted over cracks. 

The first church in Edray Community was built on Stony Creek and call Hamlin Chapel, It is a hewed log building cracks 
chinked and daubed, shaved shingle roof, side galleries, seats - long benches with slat backs. Door in one end of building, 
elevated pulpit in other end Two small, twelve light windows on sides. Some years ago the side galleries w T crc taken out and 
building ceiled, benches were taken out and chairs put in. This church is still in use and was built near 1835 as the records show it 
was deeded July 4, 1835. 

Edray Church was built in 1883. E. D. King was contractor and builder. Contract price above foundation $700.00 for 
his work. Laken & Peters furnished about twenty thousand feet of lumber from their mill at Clover Lick* delivered at the Gay 
Siding, now tbe Fair Ground, for ten dollars per thousand—white pole lumber. All heavy lumber was sawed at Edray by D. L. 
Far her & Bros. Everything summed up. all told the Edray Church cost £2032,25. 

Edray Post Office was the first post office in Edray Community. When looking for a name, Mrs. Eliza Moore, mother of 
the late Geo. P. Moore, being a Bible reader, suggested a Bible name, said "Call the Post Office Edict," Leaving off the "ei" and 
adding "ay" making Edray the name of the first Post Office. (See Numbers 21:33) 

This office was established about 1850. As soon as Geo. F. Moore was of age he became Post Master and continued to be until his 
death in 1922. He was the oldest post master in the U. S. 

There are now six churches in Edray Community, nine frame school builidings, about one hundred and ten families, 
averaging five members to the family, estimated at five hundred and fifty. 

About five miles of state road in this community. On the point of Wolf Pen Ridge on Elk Mountain from the state road a 
very fine view of our Community can be had and we challenge all W. Va for a more beautiful scene than the community and 
surrounding mountains. The roads are in fair condition. Travel is done mostly by automobiles. 

Mail routes and telephones throughout the Community. 

The village of Edray has two stores at present. The first store at Edray was kept and owned by William Allen at the place 
where Elmer Poages now live. Isaac McNeil. Geo P. Moore and Amos Barlow r kept store at this same place years ago. 

Geo. P. Moore built the store building that A. R. Gay now occupies. 
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Following is a short history report from part of a Civil War story in the Pocahontas Times of February 9, 1928: 

Our busy years were 1861 when the confederates won on points, and in 1863 when the fcdcrals won with a knock 
out on Droop Mountain, 

The intervening year was one of great peril and privation in Pocahontas County but the battles were not 
important enough to get much notice from historians owing lb the great activities in other fields. 

But it seems about as good a place as any to drag that campaign in here and set it up among the annals of the 
war centering around Huntersville, the county scat of Pocahontas county. 

The year 1862 drew towards frost lime with the fcdcrals in command of Randolph county with armies at 
Huttionsville and at Beverly and from ihere lo the North Pole, The confederates went into winter quarters in control 
of Pocahontas county, with most of the Green Bank company of the 31st Virginia, in the upper end of the county, 
and wilh Captain W. L McNeel's company, of the 19th Cavalry, with headquarters at Mill Point This company 
was largely recruited from Ihc Levels and Edray districts, and they were at home for the winter. They subsisted 
largely by reason of being at home, but they kepi military rules, all through the winter. 

The union Loops in Randolph lived luxuriously with the best of food, horses, clothes and equipment. They 
were veteran soldiers. They knew about camp life and Ihe battlefield. It was the Iasi great war of the horses. "If you 
want to have a good time, jinc the cavalry" was a favorite war song. The soldiers made much of Ihcir horses. That 
winter ihcir fine mounts were trained to jump fences and timber and make long galloping races. There was not much 
to do except keep an eye on Ihe two roads into Pocahontas county, and once In a while a regiment would be sent on a 
circuit around by Huntersville to put Ihe fear of Cod in the hearts of the confederates, 

Thai was the year that every southern man in the county kept watch on the roads that led to Huttonsviile, and 
whenever by day or night the head of a blue column came in sight it was up to him to mount and ride like a Paul 
Revere ahead of the invading army spreading the news lhal the Yankees were coming. Then there was a hurrying to 
and fro. The men would drive the cattle and other livestock to hiding places in the woods and absent themselves from 
their families, sleeping in lire forests. 

The winter campaign lasted from November to April and it was an unusually hard winter. It was the winter of 
the big snow until that record was beaten in ihc winter of 1890-91. The last of April, 1863, still saw twenty inches 
of snow tying on Cheat Mountain, 

The local warfare of that winter consisted in reprisal affairs starling from the expedition led by Gen. R. H. 
Milroy in November, 1862, to the expedition of Gen. J. D, Imboden in April which drove ihc federal armies out of 
Huttonsviile and Beverly and caused them to fall back lo Philippi and Buckhannon. 

Milroy reported from Huttonsviile under dale of November 14, 1862, that he had jusL returned from a round in 
which he had swcpl around by Huntersville, Mountain Grove, Monterey, McDowell and Franklin and had capiured45 
prisoners, including three captains and one lieutenant together with 25 horses and 75 cattle. 

Spine MmmtaJn Nftm rtives fry Anna Slme Adkins. Chesterfield. Virginia 

These stories are part of several pages of accounts that have been on file for several years: 

Trains 

As a kid, walking through dense woods from school, I heard the train blow for Beard and Locust. I'd never seen 
a train at that Ume but I could hear it running on the track (echo maybe) and it said, "Git-chce, git-chec, git-chec/ 1 
and I, alone on top of Droop, ran, afraid it would get-me. 

Panther 

Fhc Irain running on track was a more scaring sound than the panlhcr we were used to hearing screaming or the 
sound (we took it lo be) beating its tail on the ground. Dense laurel and hardwood forest grew beside the garden 
palings by our house in the woods. On warm summer evenings we heard a rhythmic sound from just beyond the 
palings. It sounded as if you had a slender, long wiihc and were slowly raising it in your hand, letting it fall to ihe 
ground, lime after lime. Mama put us kids up on the porch when the panther was heard and told us it would get us if 
we were in the yani. 

Soon, however, Mr. McCJmlock got timber off the hillside jusi east of ihe brow of Dad's place. With Jesse 
Scan clearing it for com and Mr. Hankins share-cropping the adjoining mountainside, the panther quit coming our 
way, but we heard it scream—like a woman in distress—way around the range toward Bear Town, 

Boyhood Story 

When big enough to go with Dad ramp digging or ginsenging, we dropped just over the hill less than a quarter 
mile east of U. S. 219 behind the present residence of Clyde Kcrshner and wound around Ihe old log train grade with 
ramps growing below and above the grade. Dad told me that this was his first job working for pay. Mr. Swcetwood 
had the logging operation in 1910. Dad was bora in March 1894. The job was a ten minute walk from his parents' 
home. He told how the kids working for Swcetwood spent their lunch hour. They pushed Ihc empty log car to the 
upper end of the track, climbed on and held on as it by gravity flew down around those curves, stopping only when it 
came to a flat. Then they pushed it back to load logs on. The grade, as I walked it years laler, was crooked steep 
and dangerous. 1 

I’ve also heard that trains went up the Jacox side of Droop. 

Verner Cutlip also worked with the Swcetwood crew on this limber project. 

Cemeteries 

There arc three cemeteries on top of Droop Mountain. The oldest is, ! believe, ihe Cullip Graveyard, first 
known as the Dorsey (Dossy) graveyard. Porter Dorsey (sp.?) owned ihe land from the Old Mill Road, that went to 
Locust Creek, on down the mountain, and had a home on Ihe mountain side. When living, the story goes, he was 
terribly mean lo his wife. He died and she said, 'Til bury the old devil up on top of the hill under the maple tree." 
When she died she was buried there. My great-great-great-grandfather, Jacob Shue (1781-1857) was buried there under 
the maple Lee, loo. Many others have been intoned there in years since, especially Cutlips. Moffett Cutlip owned 
the land fifty years ago, then his son, Remus Cutlip, owned it, his son, Paul Cutlip (1914-1968), and his son, Paul 
David Cutlip, sold it to some man from Charleston or someplace. Four graves here arc fenced, those of John and 
Mary Prill and my nephews, Wesley and Warren Shue. The rest needs much work. 

The next cemetery on Droop is Ihe George Whiting Graveyard, a little east of the Jacox Road and U, S. 219 
junction. Hymon McMillion owns a farm adjoining iL Joe Smilh now lives there. My great-grandparents Shue and 
ScoU, my grandparents Shue. aunts Shue. cousins and an unde and mv Had arp in ih*. 




The year 1862 drew towards frost time with the federate in command of Randolph county with armies at 
Hutiionsviiie and at Beverly and from there to the North Pole- The confederates went into winter quarters in control 
of Pocahontas county, with most of the Green Bank company of the 31st Virginia, in the upper end of the eonnty f 
and with Captain W. L, McNcci's company, of the 19th Cavalry, with headquarters at Mill Point. This company 
was largely recruited from the Levels and Ed ray districts, and they were at home for the winter. They subsisted 
largely by reason of being at home, bat they kept military mice, ail through the winter. 

The union troops in Randolph lived luxuriously with the best of food, horses, clothes and equipment. They 
were veteran soldiers. They knew about camp life and the battlefield, U was the last great war of the horses. "tf you 
want to have a good time, jinc the cavalry" was a favorite war song. The soldiers made much of their horses. That 
winter their fine mounts were trained to jump fences and timber and make long galloping races. There was not much 
to do except keep an eye on the two mads Into Pocahontas county, and once in a while a regiment would be sent on a 
circuit around by Huntersville to put the fear of God in the hearts of the confederates. 

That was the year that every southern man in the county kept watch on the roads that led to Huttonsvillc, and 
whenever by day or night the head of a blue column came in sight it was up to him to mount and ride like a Paul 
Revere ahead of the invading army spreading the news that the Yankees were coming. Then there was a hurrying to 
and fro. The men would drive the cattle and other livestock to hiding places in the woods and absent themselves from 
their families, sleeping in the forests. 

The winter campaign lasted from November to April and it was an unusually hard winter. It was the winter of 
the big snow until that record was beaten in the winter of 1890*91. The last of April, 1863, still saw twenty inches 
of snow tying on Cheat Mountain. 

The local warfare of that winter consisted in reprisal affairs starting from Uic expedition led by Gen. R. H. 
Milroy in November, 1862, to the expedition of Gen, J. D. Imboden in April which drove the federal armies out of 
Huttonsvillc and Beverly and caused them to fall back to Philippi and Buekhannon. 

Milroy reported from Huttonsvillc under date of November 14, 1862, that he had just returned from a round in 
which he had swept around by Huntersville, Mountain Grove, Monterey, McDowell and Franklin and had captured 45 
prisoners, including three captains and one lieutenant together with 25 horses and 75 cattle. 

Some Droop Mountain Narratives bv Anna Slme Adkins. Chesterfield. Virg inia 

These stories are part of several pages of accounts that have been on file for several years: 

Trains 

Asa kid, walking through dense woods from school, 1 heard the train blow for Beard and Locust. I’d never seen 
a train at that time but l could hear it running on the hack (echo maybe) and it said, "Git-chcc, git-cbcc, git-chce," 
and 1, alone on top of Droop, ran, afraid it would gct-mc. 

Panther 

The train running on track was a more scaring sound than the panther we were used to hearing screaming or the 
sound (we took it to be) beating its tail on the ground. Dense laurel and hardwood forest grew beside the garden 
palings by our house in the woods. On warm summer evenings we heard a rhythmic sound from just beyond the 
palings. It sounded as if you had a slender, long withe and were slowly raising it in your hand, letting it fall to the 
ground, lime after time. Mama put us kids up on the porch when the panther was heard and told us it would gel us if 
we were in the yard. 

Soon, however, Mr. MeClintock got timber off Ihe hillside jusi east of the brow of Dadte place. With Jesse 
Scott clearing it for com and Mr. Hankins share-cropping the adjoining mountainside, the panther quit coming our 
way, but we heard it scream—like a woman in distress—way around the range toward Bear Town. 

Boyhood Story 

Wen big enough to go with Dad ramp digging or ginsenging, we dropped just over the hill less than a quarter 
mile east of U. S. 219 behind the present residence of Clyde Kershner and wound around the old log train grade with 
ramps growing below and above the grade. Dad told me that this was his first job working for pay. Mr. Sweetwood 
had the logging operation in 1910. Dad was bom in March 1894, The job was a ten minute walk from his parents' 
home. He told how the kids working for Sweetwood spent their lunch hour. They pushed the empty log car to the 
upper end of the track, climbed on and held on as it by gravity flew down around those curves, stopping only when it 
came to a flat. Then they pushed it back to load logs on. The grade, as i walked it years later, was crooked, steep 
and dangerous. 

I've also heard that trains went up the Jacox side of Droop. 

Veimer Cutlip also worked with the Sweetwood crew on this timber project. 

Cemeteries 

There are three cemeteries on lop of Droop Mountain. The oldest is, 1 believe, the Cull ip Graveyard, Tirst 
known as the Dorsey (Dossy) graveyard. Porter Dorsey (sp.7) owned the land From the Old Mill Road* that went to 
Locust Creek, on down the mountain, and had a home on the mountain side. When living, the story goes, he was 
terribly mean to his wife. He died and she said. Til bury ihe old devil up on top of the hill under the maple tree.’* 
When she died she was buried there. My grcat-great-greai-grand fa titer, Jacob Shue (1781-1857) was buried there under 
the maple tree, loo. Many others have been interred there in years since, especially Cullips. Moffett Cutlip owned 
the land fifty years ago, then his son* Remus Cutlip, owned it, his son, Paul Cutlip (1914-1968), and his son* Paul 
David Cutlip, sold U to some man from Charleston or someplace. Four graves here arc fenced, those of John and 
Mary Prill and my nephews, Wesley and Warren Shue. The rest needs much work. 

The next cemetery on Droop is the George Whiling Graveyard, a little cast of the Jacox Road and U. S. 219 
junction. Hymon Me Mill ton owns a farm adjoining iL Joe Smith now lives there. My great-grandparents Shue and 
Scott, my grandparents Shue, aunts Shue, cousins and an unde and my dad are buried in the Whiling. 

The third cemetery on Droop is the McCarty Graveyard. When I was a kid Bcccy McCarty was a widow lady 
and my dad, before he got land cleared to farm where he had bought in dense woods, sharccropped land for widow 
ladies. If you stand where the lookout tower is now and look northwest it will be in the direction or ihe McCarty 
Graveyard, but you cant sec iL When it was all big fields, the tombstones were plain to be seen from the spot where 
the tower now stands. We used to run down the hill and up the other to the tombstones as a relay game when John 
Hamrick was teacher at Sunrise School and had a picnic at the park, C.C.C, boys planted the fields in pines, which 
are forests now. To go to this graveyard now, From the caretaker's house, go toward the tower but turn left at the 
first road and wind up to iL Woodrow Kershner told my husband that the park had given him this graveyard. 
Woodrow is a good old boy; ask him about this graveyard; he has lived near it all his life. 



June I, 1987 


Dear Member: 

Another year has rolled around and it is time for a report and time to renew your membership in the Pocahontas 
County Historical Society, Your card is enclosed; please fill in the information slip and return with your dues. 
Invite a friend or another member of your family to join. Come to the meetings; visit the Museum on your 
vacation. 

Last July the same officers were elected for another year. During the year we have had a picnic at the Gordon 
Dilley farm, a Christmas Open House at the Museum, a program by Mike Smith, superintendent of Droop Mountain 
Battlefield State Park, an Easter showing of old timey hats and clothes, and a tour of the Huntersville Jail and the 
McNeel Mill. The big project was the publication of Pocahontas Floods through 1985, edited by Craig Smith with 
collaboration of the Society, The sales have been good and the costs of the book were soon met. The book 
contains stories of previous floods and many Historical Society pictures. 

The Museum will open Saturday, June 13; hours are 11 to 5 each day except Sunday, when they are 1 to 5, 
Remember your membership entitles you to free entrance to the Museum any time. 

The annual stockholders' meeting will be held on the third Monday in July, July 20, 1987, at 7:30 p, m. Please 
be present or fill in the proxy blank and mail to above address. 

Huntersville Jail 

The old Huntersville Jail was built about 1870, replacing the wooden jail established when the County was 
created in 1821, It has been owned by several different families. The Jail was given to the Historical Society by the 
Nelson family. This year we plan to have a new roof put on and hopefully put the rail fence up around the grounds. 

There was only one man who ever escaped from the Huntersville Jail. His granddaughter came back and told 
Mrs, Nelson the story. He was in jail for stealing a loaf of bread. He went from Huntersville to Huntington, and 
from there to Missouri, where he made his home. 

He wrote on the jail wall (he never expected to get free): "There's a land of pure delight. Where saints immortal 
reign, There is a heaven for black and white, But hell is diis old jail. June 22, 1894." 

—-Mary Lou Dilley, President 


McNeel Mill at Mill Point 

Work is progressing slowly at the McNeel Mill, Roy Bowden is almost through with his work of replacing 
sills, raising and leveling the floor, etc. The old piers that held the wheel are gone and new piers are being built 
according to die original blueprint, which Lanty McNeel had in his possession. The metal sheeting and die metal 
buckets are ready to be put on the wheel once the form is back on the pier, Paul Marshall, an architect who moved 
the Blakers Mill to Jackson's Mill recently, has been to see the Mill and will soon outline his ideas for future work 
and development, cost, divide it into phases, etc. 

Marlinton Railroad Depot 

The Marlinton Railroad Depot is again in die process of being restored—this time from the flood devastation of 
November 1985, Many people from outside the County and state gave so willingly of their time and efforts in 
clean-up of this community and area asset. 

Through the efforts of the Pocahontas County Historic Landmark Commission and Depot board members a 
Historic Preservation State Development grant was obtained for flood restoration and completion of the four-room 
depot building restoration project. This grant funding requires a 25% local funds and in-kind labor and materials. 

This property, listed on die National Register of Historic Places, is an example of the growing public interest 
generated by the restoration of properties from an era of past history. In the 1985 season, from June 15th to the 
November Hood, the all-volunteer Chessie Crafts Guild and additional supportive citizens hosted registered visitors 
from 37 states and 8 foreign countries at its information center, historical railroad memorabilia room, and quality 
crafts shop. The complimentary remarks of appreciation were astounding. —Ruth Morgan 

The Old Opera House 

The Old Opera House in Marlinton is an historic landmark in Pocahontas County. In a well-attended meeting of 
interested citizens joindy sponsored by the Society and the Pocahontas County Historic Landmark Commission in 
March, it was determined to seek grant funding (Phase I) for preservation/rehabdication for adaptive use of this 
structure which could possibly be the oldest reinforced concrete building in West Virginia, An historic architect had 
previously inspected the building for the State Department of Culture and History. 

First, the fulfilling of tremendous needs of citizens, youth and adult, for an indoor easily accessible facility for 
cultural and recreational purposes; and, secondly, as an added unique attraction to the county's growing tourist 
industry could be the two-fold benefits resulting from such an historic preservation project. 

The interest shown by letters of support for the grant funding request from various civic organizations and the 
affirmative reaction by groups and individuals would indicate a strong, vibrant, and cooperative feeling of both young 
people and adults for the preservation and adaptive use of die Old Opera House. —Ruth Morgan 
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Figure L 


Post Offices in Pocahontas County 


Post Office Dates of Operation 
Academy 02/10/1S52 - 07/30/19 M 

AJderay 04/04/1903 - 10/14/1903 

Afbovale 06/20/1899 

Armen trout 03/14/1902 - 09/15/1903 

Augment 01/06/1910 * 04/15/1918 

Aylmer 01/26/1887 - 12/31/1889 

Bartow 02/07/1906 

Beard 07/13/1901 - 05/25/1973 

Beard's 1 18297 

Big Springs 06/19/1849 * 12/11/1851 

RE; 10/16/1352 -08/17/1854 
RE: 05/21/1857-06/22/1866 
Blue Beard 07/21/1836 - 09/05/1836 

Boyer 04/18/1901 - 03/24/1967 

Brady 08/08/1900 - 11/30/1913 

Breueher 03/26/1906 - 11/30/1910 

Buckeye 01/30/1882 

Buckeye Cove 09/04/1866-07/15/1872 
RE: 02/05/1873 - 07/07/1379 


Mail tn 
C to Hillsboro 
Mar! in ton 

Travellers Repose 
MarliatoD 
Huntersville 

Hillsboro 


C to Little Level 
Arbovalc 
Mingo 
Burner 


Burner 02/13/1904 - 12/15/1916 

Burr 04/12/1915 - 09/29/1934 

CackJey's 02/07/1822 * 07/21/1836 

Cass 02/25/1901 

Clawson 08/19/1901-01/31/1913 

Cover Lick 07/14/1875 - 05/31/1971 

Collins 01/24/1902 - 03/18/1903 

Deer Creek 07/28/1912 *08/15/1921 

Denmar 02/03/1911-12/31/1951 

Denning 01/26/1887 - 03/15/1888 

DtUc/s Mill 10/26/1887 - 0^15/1915 

Driftwood 05/06/1886 - 05/15/1902 

Drisco! 07/21/1890 -10/15/1906 

l>oop 06/16/1910-02/28/1934 

RE: 03/13/1942 - 01/10/1987 
(was in Greenbrier Co, from 
08/24/1905 - 07/11/1911 
03/22/1851 - 06/28/1866 
RE; 07/10/1866 
03/07/1898 

11/12/1849-03/15/1937 
02/24/1860-08/13/1877 
RE: 04/07/1879 - 10/10/1879 
01/16/1926 - 03/17/1984 
08/13/1853-07/09/1866 
RE: 10/30/1867 - 04/07/1900 
RE: 08/10/1900-09/22/1967 
10/24/1904 - 09/30/1907 
11/03/1886-04/15/1901 
08/16/1828 

09/05/1903 - 06/15/1916 
07/3Q/I914 

03/18/1903 - 10/30/1943 
09/06/1822 - 06/24/1870 


Dude vie 
Dunmore 

Durbin 

Edray 

Elk 

Frank 

Frost 


Gertrude 
Gillespie 
Green Bank 
Harter 
Hillsboro 
Hosierman 
Huntersville 


Mount Lick 
Huntersville 
C to Blue Beard 

Augment 

Stony Bottom 

C to Hostcnnan 

Cass 

Beard 

Aylmer 

Dunmore 

Cover Lick 

Huntersville 

Hillsboro 

1919 to 1934) 

C to Tbomwood 


Pcwt Offiefl 

Dales of Operatiq^ 

Mail tq 

Isabella 

02/31/1852-03/29/1852 


)aco* 

07/24/1886 - 07/31/1941 

Lobelia 

Kcnnison 

06/16/1919-06/15/1922 

Seebert 

:-Lambert 

04/07/1910 - 05/15/1911 

Durbin 

Lm wood 

08/11/1894 - 11/30/1934 

Slaty fork 

Dole Level 

09/05/1836 - 03/24/1856 

C to Mount Murphy 

Lobelia 

07/28/1886 - 04/30/1954 

Hillsboro 

Locust 

09/03/1885 - 03/31/1927 

Beard 

Louise 

07/21/1900 - 09/30/1902 

Dunmore 

Mace 

01/1(^1906 - 02/02/1973 

Mingo 

Madeline 

03/06/1908 -10/31/1911 

Durbin 

Marlinfs) 

Bottom 

06/19/1849 - 02/01/1869 


RE: 03/17/1875 - 10/31/1881 


RE: 11/29/1*81 ■ 12/13/1886 

C to Marlinton 

Marlimon 

12/13/1886 


Mauhewsville 

08/16/1828 - 03/22/1851 

C to Dunmore 

May 

10/17/1904-03/15/1915 

Burner 

Mill Point 

05/05/1835 -07/09/1988 

Hillsboro 

Minnehaha 

10/26/1912-12/24/1912 

C to Minnehaha 

Minnehaha 

Springs 

12/24/1912-01/16/1987 

Springs 

Marlinton 

Mosing 

09/03/1875-03/16/188(1 


Mount Lick 

04/07/1914-06/30/1919 

Durbin 

Mount Murphy 03/24/1856 - 04/03/1884 

Academy 

RE: 04/28/1884 - 03/12/1886 

Academy 

Naps Creek 

06/08/1827-07/21/1S28 

Nida 

10/26/1916-09/30/1920 

Haste naan 


RE; 07/15/1870-04/10/1965 


Marlin ton 

Bartow 

Sunset 

Huntersville 

May 

Durbin 

Augment 

Durbin 

C toRBof 
Marlin ton 


Nottingham 
Oldfield Fork 
of Elk 
Oooto 
Raywood 
Rime] 

Scebctt 
Sidington 
Slaty fork 
Spice 
Split Rock 


04/13/1918- 05/15/1930 Durbin 



06/19/1849 -02/24/1860 C to Elk 
06/19/1900- 12/31/19H Marlinton 
02/17/1915 - 0S/LS/1934 Dunmore 
09/05/1903 - 11/I5/1924 Minnehaha Springs 
05/27/1901 - 02/28/1987 Hillsboro 
04/28/1904-05/14/1906 Cass 
05/15/190I 

02/21/1912- 01/08/1943 Beard 
06/25/1875-08/21/1883 Mingo Hat 
RE: 11/15/1883 - 08/11/1894 C to Ltnwood 
Spruce 08/25/1902 - 08/31/1925 Cass 

Stony Bottom 12/28/1901 -11/09/1987 Cass 
Sunset 08/13/1853 - 10/04/1860 

RE; 12/06/1872-06/15/1915 Huntersville 
Thoniwood 07/11/1911-04/30/1944 Bartow 
Thorny Creek 05/22/1854 -10/04/1866 
Top of 

Alleghany 07/27/1875 - 04/19/1877 

RE: 05/02/1877 - 09/15/1904 Travellers Repose 

Traveller's 

Repose 08/13/1813 - 02/07/1906 C to Bartow 
(established in Greenbrier Co,) 

- Violet 05/04/1905 - 05/15/1909 Watoga 

Wadcss 03/16/1894 - 06/30/1914 Cass 

Waioga 07/14/1906-0S/15/191S Secbcrt 

RE: 04/17/1924 - 07/15/1952 Buckeye 

02/16/1906 - 03/15/1923 Marlinton 

03/01/1904-08/31/1916 Clady 
07/31/1905-01/31/1918 Thomwood 
08/28/1913 - 12/31/1937 Marlimon 


Warwick 
Wilddl 
Wlntcrbum 
+ Woodrow 

'Yelk 


08/04/1894 - 09/3^190^ Slaty fork 
RE: 07/24/1909 - 06/15/ iVf 7 Edray 


Huntersville 

Rur. Br, 04/10/1965 - 03/02/1973 

Slarvfork f’PTU 
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Pocahontas County Post Offices 

By Franz L Pogge 

Weather in Pocahontas County is relatively mild in most winters, even though much snow falls in higher 
elevations. That some winter storms can be quite severe on Cheat Mountain is attested to by the Trotter Brothers in 
1855 who were trying to get mail to Huttonsville and the Tygart Valley from Staunton. Responding lo complaints 
and giving an explanation to the Postmaster General, they said the following: 

~ «if y 0 u knock the gable end out of HeU and back it up against Cheat Mountain and rain Tire and brimstone 
on it for forty days and forty nights, it won't melt the snow enough to get your damn mail through on time. 

Pocahontas originally was part of Sponsylvania, organized May l, 1721 (Pocahontas County History' 
1981), It became part of Orange County in 1754. Augusta County in 1938. and a good chunk of it became part of 
Bath County in 1791. 

The First known white settlers were Jacob Martin and Stephen Sewell who settled along die Greenbrier 
River in 1749. Sewell was later killed by Indians in Greenbrier County, Marlin survived and established the first 
settlement, called Marlin's Bottom, at the mouth of Knapps Creek. By 1821 the population of die area had grown 
enough lo warrant die creation of a county. It was passed in the General Assembly of Virginia on die fifth of 
February- 1822, widi the bulk of the county coming from Bath County, but some from Randolph and Pendleton 
counties and a few years later some from Greenbrier County, It was named for Pocahontas, die Indian princess friend 
of the Jamestown settlers. 

Huntersville became the first county seat. For a time around 1866 Edray served as temporary county scat. 
On December 8, 1891, voters decided to make Marlimon die new- county seat. By 1895 a new courthouse was built, 

.... Travellers Repose was die first posi office in die county, established on Aug. 13, 1813, on die 
Staunton to Parkersburg Turnpike. Travellers Repose was an inn and stagecoach stand along the Greenbrier River, 
midway (by time) between Staunton and the Ohio River, and was an overnight slop for drivers and passengers. 
During die war die inn burned, but a new- one was erected in 1866. This inn, much modernized, still stands today. 
That it once was a post office can still be seen by the ink stains on the floor in one of die rooms. Much mail in the 
early days of the county came through Travellers Repose. The post office lasted until Feb. 7, 1906, when it was 
moved across the river and became Bartow, 

A post office was started at Cackfcys on Feb, 7, 1822, with Valentine Cackley as postmaster. George 
Aldier became postmaster on Sept. 26. 1826. Benjamin Wallace on Feb. 18, 1830, and John Jordan, Sr., on March 
27. 1830. Mill Point opened in this same area in 1835 with William C, Price as the postmaster. This locale was a 
thriving pioneer milling center in the "Little Levels" widi water from Stomping Creek (today called Stamping 
Creek) These were mills to grind com and buckwheat, at least two up-and-down sawmills, and odiers. There were 
several lumber companies and a tanning yard. Over die years die mills gave out and the population diminished. 
Shortly alter Postmaster Elsie Long retired in 1988, the post office was closed on July 9,1988. 

Huntersville established a post office on Sept. 6, 1822, h was named as a compliment to die many hunters 
who came there to trade. The largest stores in the county were located here. For some years Huntersville was die 
county seat. The post office was destroyed by fire in 1852 and again during the Civil War. After 1891. when the 
county seal was moved to Mariinion. it diminished in importance. The post office became a substation of Marlinton 
on April 10, 1965, and was closed on March 1, 1973. 

Matthewsville, with Andrew G. Matthews as postmaster, was established on Aug. 16, 1828, After some 
years. Andrew Matthews sold die land to move to Pulaski County, Virginia. Much of it was bought by W. L. 
Duncan and Isaac Moore, They combined their names to change the village name to Dunmorc, and subsequently the 
post office changed names on March 2, 1851. 

Other posi offices and their dates of operation are listed in Figure 1. In some places post offices came and 
went and moved around a good bit. The Minnehaha community included Douthat s or Douthard s Creek. Cochran s 
Creek wid about five miles of Knapps Creek. The first post office in die area w-as on Knapps Creek and was named 
Sunset. It was established in 1853 and dosed in 1915. A post office was established in 1890 at die springs as 
Driscol after Col. John Driscol, who operated a large lumber camp here. It was discontinued in 1906, Another post 
office was established at Rimd in 1903 and closed in 1924. In 1912 a post office at the springs was opened as 
Minnehaha Springs, It lasted until 1982 when Postmaster Virginia Buzzard retired. 

In some places post offices remained in the same place but changed their name. Matthewsvifie became 
Dunmore in 1851 Hillsboro became Academy in 1853 as a post office by that name already existed in Virginia, hut 
changed back to Hillsboro In 1914 since West Virginia had long become a separate state. Marlins Bottom changed 
to Marlimon in 1886, Buckeye Cove became Buckeye in 1882, the Dnftwood area post office gave way to Stony 
Bottom about 1901, Collins became Hosterman in 1903. die Forest area became Sitlington in 1904, Traveller's 
Repose became Bartow in 1906. and Dunlevic became Thomwood in 1911, A post office was located at August but 
was called Augment. Likewise, a post office was located at Spice Run but was called Locust, while a community 
called Locust was about three miles up the river on Locust Creek. 

The Edray Post Office is interesting. Edray had only five postmasters in 88 years of existence, mosdy 
because it probably had die longest serving postmaster in die United States. George P. Moore became postmaster at 
the age of 16 in 1856 and remained postmaster until he died in 1922, a period of 66 years of service, 

(Literature cited: Pocahontas County History 1981 by Pocahontas County Historical Society) Some 
general history- and descriptions that didn't apply to post offices were deleted because of limited space. He also had 
numerous in teres ting cancellations of years gone by. 
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Weather in Pocahontas County is relatively mild in most winters, even though much snow falls in higher 
elevations. That some winter storms can be quite severe on Cheat Mountain is attested to by the Trotter Brothers in 
1855 who were trying to get mail to Huttonsville and the Tygart Valley from Staunton, Responding to complaints 
and giving an explanation to the Postmaster General, they said the following; 

“If you knock die gable end out of Hell and back it up against Cheat Mountain and rain fire and brimstone 
on it for forty days and forty nights, it won't melt the snow enough to get your damn mail through on time.” 

Pocahontas originally was part of Spottsylvania, organized May 1, 1721 {Pocahontas County History 
1981). It became pan of Orange County in 1734, Augusta County in 1938, and a good chunk of it became pan of 
Bath County in 1791, 

The first known white settlers were Jacob Marlin and Stephen Sewell, who settled along the Greenbrier 
River in 1749, Sewell was later killed by Indians in Greenbrier County. Marlin survived and established the first 
settlement, called Marlin's Bottom, at the mouth of Knapps Creek. By 1821 the population of the area had grown 
enough to warrant the creation of a county. It was passed in the General Assembly of Virginia on the fifth of 
February 1822, with the bulk of the county coming from Bath County, but some from Randolph and Pendleton 
counties and a few years later some from Greenbrier County. It w r as named for Pocahontas, the Indian princess friend 
of the Jamestown settlers. 

Huntersville became die first county seal. For a lime around 1866 Edray served as temporary county seat. 

On December 8, 1891, voters decided to make Marl in ton the new county seat. By 1895 a new courthouse was built, 

, . . Travellers Repose was the firsi post office in the county, established on Aug. 13, 1813, on the 
Staunton to Parkersburg Turnpike. Travellers Repose was an inn and stagecoach stand along the Greenbrier River, 
midway (by time) between Staunton and die Ohio River, and was an overnight stop for drivers and passengers. 

During die war die inn burned, but a new one was erected in 1866, This inn, much modernized, slid stands today. 

That it once was a post office can still be seen by die ink stains on die floor in one of the rooms. Much mail in the 
early days of the county came through Travellers Repose. The post office lasted until Feb. 7, 1906 T when it was 
moved across the river and became Bartow, 

A post office was started at Cacklcy’s on Feb. 7, 1822, with Valentine Cackley as postmaster. George 
Aiiher became postmaster on Sept, 26, 1826. Benjamin Wallace on Feb, 18, 1830, and John Jordan, Sr. T on March 
27, 1830, Mill Point opened in this same area in 1835 with William C. Price as the postmaster. This locale was a 
deriving pioneer milling center in the “Little Levels” with water from Stomping Creek (today called Stamping 
Creek). These were mills to grind com and buckwheat, at least two up-and-down sawmills, and others. There were 
several lumber companies and a tanning yard. Over die years the mills gave out and the population diminished. 

Shortly alter Postmaster Elsie Long retired in 1988, the post office was dosed on July 9, 1988, 

Huntersville established a post office on Sepc 6, 1822. It was named as a compliment to die many hunters 
wlio came there to trade. The largest stores in the county were located here. For some years Huntersville was the 
county seal. The post office was destroyed by fire in 1852 and again during the Civil War. After 1891, when die 
county seat w^as moved to Marl inton, it diminished in importance. Hie post office became a substadon of Marl inton 
on April 10. 1965, and was closed on March 1. 1973. 

Maithcwsvillc. with Andrew- G. Matthews as postmaster, was established on Aug, 16, 1828. After some 
years, Andrew Matdiews sold the land to move to Pulaski County, Virginia, Much of it was bought by W, L. * 

Duncan and Isaac Moore. They combined their names to change the village name to Dunmore, and subsequently the 
post office changed names on March 2, 1851. 

Other post offices and their dates of operation arc listed in Figure 1. In some places post offices came and 
went and moved around a good bit. The Minnehaha community included Douthaf s or Douihard's Creek, Cochran's 
Creek and about five miles of Knapps Creek, The first post office in the area was on Knapps Creek and was named 
Sunset. It was established in 1853 and dosed in 1915. A post office was established in 1890 ai the springs as 

Driscol after Col. John Drisral. who operated a large lumber camp here, ft was discontinued in 1906. Another post j 

office was established at Rimcl in 1903 and closed m 1924 . in JVI2 a posi office at Hie springs was opened as | 

Minndmha Springs. It lasted until 1982 w-hen Postmaster Virginia Buzzard retired. 

In some places post offices remained in ihe same place but changed their name. Matthewsvilie became Jj 
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HISTORIC MARKER DEDICATION 

the Sto”?^ -<«**- ■ ™.ker commemorating 

University'of vtatatac“SdT.i ^ * "“ ° eneral Asse, " b,y ’ °" e of th,ee P-P^toty aclwols for the 

JoSIlSl^^^Z,^ 0 ^ Re, - BroWn k W l' "" " r! ' PrinCiPal a " d “» 

r:,x fck ^ 

school Hillsboro was the location for several Vh^ 

UVd ' Ma ' e ‘"’ d “ A ^">P "Pened and InS, «, 

Hiiisboro ?^Csch^c;:”a b rsr^ -y «“*. ? 

plfsiiil?. 

S : 8 o graduates ‘ ' ?B mCSSSt T ^ ^ ^ «"*MW>”" 

ne gym tlld^^^ b * b 

ttsLtzz 

1987 ard the m.ddle school students moved into their part of the present building in the fall of 1988 
- “ ° f »' P “ ab « a ’ scanty Landmarkfcommission and 


Socl^TL"™^^ a " d | . l “° b ' wonderful. A grant from ,he Nations, 

replaced or new sashes purchased and ou in an . a 'a ,! ,h ' w,ndows ha,e now b ™ repaired and 

windows had been covered up. The roof had new flashing P , a ’ m ! d yhn \ e new wmd ows were put in where original 
up four feet (where it could be reached from the scaffold-^ r ^ and 1,16 0101 was re P ai red and patched 
flooring on the inside have t^ ^ TaFf 01 ^ c ° ‘P <*• '«*■ Holes and broken boards in the 

old picture or the Mill before Mav 31Th.E£L2t? T" ° n "" eMSide wiM «• b “«>match a very 
paying half of the cos. ofthe Sows S S^Sr” 0 " F “ nd ? f "" De P art ™" t ° f “tore and Histotyl 
and more will be forthcoming„June *££ 1wivTf "T' 50 ™ "“"“P received from tha, fund 
$9<0.00 las, year and more this ."l «* -reived for 

are waiting to hear from Dr Kemn at the Timbre; k? „ A P " T" 1 !S t0 8 et water to the wheel. We 

approved a flood plain ordinance, the Mill may be eligible for Wmlmoney Si " C ' lh ' C ° Umj ' Con,mission has 

Commisshtnhas^purcfmsedthe^WOpera^fousT^nMarlinton^ 311 £T V™ ^ ™ iP — ia ' ba > * a 

United Slates (reinforced with railroad mils” ' arlmt0ni maybe ,hc oldesl reinforced concrete building in Ihe 


PACC UAurn/'rrtmtrt 



History Items 

Jim Wooddell again send, some "copyings" from early issues of THe Pocahontas Ttmes: 

January 18,1917-HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

of citizens of Pocahontas County, held at t 01 constitution and by laws was adopted. 

Pocahontas Historical Society was formed and “ f p^ aho ntasCounty as they are known today, by 

making application to the 

"^officers of this society shall consist of a president and secretary, elected to serve umi, their successors are 
shall * no dn,. on d.» «*« •"< no drt. *«» ..“ * 

voluntary work of a historical nature. . w c haft! secretary ofthis society. 

On motion, Andrew Price was elected president and George . *P- request it to take action 

The officers of thin society are instructed » w* »*< ”5™M, 0 t SlkteTteof frontier tons and 
under section 23a of chapter 39 of the Code to erect worn of ^ stafe and that the first request be for 

other historical localities to perpetuate * he . . tjooeach in the following respective localities: 

three cement monuments with bronze tablets to _ Mountain marked by Gen. Andrew Lewis in 1751, to 

1. A monument at the comer trees at the poin ^ * . neir where [he court house now stands; die 

record the fact that Fort Greenbrier was erec *' kjlline of Henry Baker by the Indians in 1786, 

176 2 5 : U» erection of the frontier Ion on Deer Creek b, John Warwick .tout the;fear IMS. 

1 The erection of the Frontier fort on Stamping Creek in the Little Levels about 1772. 

(NOTE: The present Historical Society was organized in 1961 and proceeded to purchase and remodel the 
Museum, which was dedicated and opened in the West Virginia Centennial Year l9frU 


10 May 1894 - Mr. C. L. Burner, otherwise Bud Burner, of Green Bank, was arrested last week, charged with having 

shot Craig Ashford needlessly while said Ashford was in his custody. .. . 

17 May 1894 - A new post office has been established on Back Alleghany, Wanless by name, with Charles 

Wanless, postmaster. , - . 

Home News - The court house was the matter of business which called the County Court together last week. 
Mn M. F. Giesy, of Wheeling, the architect and superintendent, was here, accompanied by Mr. Jacobs, the 
gentleman who has the contract for the brick work. One change made in the plan of the building which was to 
decide to build the tower higher so that the square would be level with the top of the roof of the building instead to 
the height of the eaves as the former plans have it. 

24 May 1894 - Green Bank News - Messrs. C J, Elliott and James Patterson are building a large bam for W. A. 
fl ladwell. 


L. C. Bartlett, the champion painter, is painting O. L. OmdorfTs house and C. C. Arbogast’s store. 

Home News - The Pocahontas Herald, our new neighbor of Huntersville, makes its first appearance this week. 

31 May 1894 - Green Bank News - Mr. Price Sheets has moved his steam sawmill to Marion Ray's where he has a 


large set to cut. 

Mr. Anderson of Rockingham County, Va„ has moved his steam sawmill near Glade Hill to saw for W. H. 
Taylor and others. 

Buckeye - Died, Alverdie Blanche, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. M, Kennison, on the 16th Inst, in the 6th year of 
her age, from diphtheria. 

Home News - the first grave made in the Duffield graveyard near Edray was for Henry Brock on Christmas day 
1804. So this burial place has been in use 90 years. There are now about 125 graves. Among these are the graves 
of Capt. William Young and John R. Duffield, Wm. Moore and Christen ah his wife, the parents of the Rev. James 
E. Moore of happy memory. Aaron Moore of Greenbrier River is also buried there. 

Mr. William L. Moore of Dilley’s Mill has just relumed from a two years* sojourn in Montana. 

The "ark" is now moored at this place and our quiet town is enlivened by the presence of the lumbermen who 
have their home on board the craft until they have forced the last unruly log into the boom at Ronceverte. It is very 
much as if this town had had a rip-roaring college set down in it between two days. The lumbermen are about as 
lively as students. The late high water was sufficient to enable John A. Taylor, Esq., to deliver his logs at the 
mouth of Knapp’s Creek, where the drive of Smith, Whiting and Co. strikes the river. In Knapp’s Creek, the drive 
on Sunday put the ’Tear" within three miles of ihe river; the next day within one mile. After this the "splash" had 
to be relied upon. The dam (hat accumulates the water is near Frost, estimated to be about 25 mites by the creek 
and 16 miles by the road. The wave starling at 8 a. m. reaches ihis place about 2 p. m. Work went on while this 
water lasted, making together with the time all hands must be present to await the coming of the water, about one 
fourth of a day. Three such days brought the "rear" into (he river. This is the dryest season the company has ever 
experienced. Ember day brought the last little rain. The "June floods" are now anxiously awaited. 

Died, on Swago, Fred, the little son of Mr. and Mrs, U, S* McNeill, of diphtheria. 

Died, May 23rd, at the home of Mr. James Duncan on Stony Creek, Mrs. Sarah Duncan, relict of the late Wm. 
Duncan, age 77 years. She was a daughter of the late Col. John Baxter and the last of the pioneer Baxter family. 
She was buried in the Duffield cemetery, Revs. Sharp and Price officiating in the burial service. 

Died, near the head of Brown's Creek, May 19th, of a lingering illness. Miss Lizzie McCarty, sister of Mr. 
Peter McCarty, aged about 50 years. 


c n p-,i, in n „ iK nn «k nnFi^L". Up.^ 1, t nu c n ^ ^rciL 


VIVU«fVJ» 

There shall be no dues* no dull meetings* and no tasks assigned. Any member is to be encouraged in any 
voluntary work of a historical nature. 

On motion* Andrew Price was elected president and George W, Sharp* secretary of this society. 

The officers of this society are instructed to apply to the county court of this county and request it to take action 
under section 23a of chapter 39 of the Code to erect monuments or tablets to mark the sites of frontier forts and 
other historical localities to perpetuate the memories of the pioneers of this slate* and that the first request be for 
three cement monuments with bronze tablets to cost not over $100 each in the following respective localities: 

1. A monument at the comer trees at the point of Marlin Mountain marked by Gen. Andrew Lewis in 1751* to 

record the fact that Fori Greenbrier was erected here in 1755 at a point near where the court house now stands; the 

killing of the boy Sloan at the Marlin Run Ford in 1765; and the killing of Henry Baker by the Indians in 1786, 
Henry Baker being the first school teacher of this county; and the engagement with the Indians at the Marlin Ford in 
1765* 

2. The erection of the frontier Fort on Deer Creek by John Warwick about the year 1765. 

3* The erection of the frontier fort on Stamping Creek in the Little Levels about 1772* 

(NOTE: The present Historical Society was organized in 1961 and proceeded to purchase and remodel the 
Museum* which was dedicated and opened in the West Virginia Centennial Year 1963*) 


10 May 1894 * Mr* C. L* Burner* otherwise Bud Burner* of Green Bank* was arrested l ast week* charged with having 
shot Craig Ashford needlessly while said Ashford was in his custody. 

17 May 1894 - A new post office has been established on Back Alleghany* Wanless by name, with Charles 
Wanless* postmaster. 

Home News - The court house was the matter of business which called the County Court together last week. 
Mr* M. F. Giesy* of Wheeling* the architect and superintendent* was here, accompanied by Mr. Jacobs* the 
gentleman who has the contract for the brick work. One change made in the plan of the building which was to 
decide to build the tower higher so that the square would be level with the top of the roof of the building instead to 
the height of the eaves as the former plans have it. 

24 May 1894 - Green Bank News * Messrs* C. J. Elliott and James Patterson are building a large bam for W. A. 
Glad well. 

L* C. Bartlett* the champion painter, is pa in ting O. L. Omdorffs house and C. C, Arbogast s store. 

Home News - The Pocahontas Herald* our new neighbor of Huntersville, makes its first appearance this week, 

31 May 1894 - Green Bank News * Mr* Price Sheets has moved his steam sawmill to Marion Ray's where he has a 
large set to cut, 

Mr. Anderson of Rockingham County* Va.* has moved his steam sawmill near Glade Hill to saw for w. H* 

Taylor and others. * ^ f 

Buckeye - Died* Alverdie Blanche* daughter of Mr, and Mis* J* M. Kennison* on the 16ih inst. in the 6th year of 

her age* from diphtheria, „ „ _ . 

Home News - the first grave made in the Duffield graveyard near Edray was for Henry Brock on Christmas day 
1804 So (his burial place has been in use 90 years. There are now about 125 graves. Among these are the graves 
of Capt. William Young and John R. Duffield, Wm. Moore and Chris ten ah his wife, the parents of the Rev. James 
E. Moore of happy memory. Aaron Moore of Greenbrier River is also buried there. 

Mr William L. Moore of Dilley’s Mill has just returned from a two years' sojourn in Montana 
The "ark" is now moored at this place and our quiet town is enlivened by the presence of the lumbermen who 
have their home on board the craft until they have forced the last unruly log into the boom at Rorceverra'usvery 
much as if this town had had a rip-roaring college set down in it between two days^ The lumbermen• « about as 
lively as students. The late high water was sufficient to enable John A. Taylor. Es ^’ de ’’J er ^ f hedrive 
mouth of Knapp's Creek, where the drive of Smith. Whiting and Co. strikes the over. In Knapps Cn-Mtadm* 
on Sunday put the "rear" within three miles of the river; the next day within one mile. After this the S P ® h 
to be relied^upon The dam that accumulates the water is near Frost, estimated to be about 25 miles by the creek 
and 16 mulesTy the road. The wave starting at 8 a. m. reaches this place about 2 p. m. Work went on whUe this 
water lasted making together with the time ail hands must be present to await the coming of the water, about one 
21SSiTSI Lh days brought the "rear" into die river. This is the dryest season t e company has ever 
experienced. Ember day brought the las, little rain. The "June flood*- are now anxiously awaited. 

Pe, oS“^ 

jssss , i - - or .- 

Oliver. 





in i k C "r V"*” u ' aiKJUI u,,n y- ,lve V ear s 01 age and is well known throughout the county as a dealer 
vi r^!° r paSt few 3' ears he has ten engaged in apparently endless litigation, which made him a frequent 

number'ofsmaUchilcten! ^ "° Ied f ° f bei " 8 dar1ne if Wt reClde * when He leaves a wife and a 

Cricket at Mingo - Anyone passing Duffryn, Mr. Arthur Lawson's farm, last Saturday afternoon would have 
f 10 fu ” { ]ower - The 6 ame is "« generally known in America, but it is as universal in England 

the has h n S ? Amen . ca * , Tbe e , ame calls for the same 9 ui( * work - ready judgment, and good catching which mark 
the baseball player A cricket bat looks like a mistake. It is a broad oval paddle. The ball is very similar to a 
baseball. The bowler, occupying a similar position to the pitcher of baseball, throws, without using his elbow at 
the wicket composed of three sticks about 22 inches high and some 16 inches broad. When this is hit by the 
bowler the batter is out He may be caught out or thrown out, also. The batter’s business is to keep the ball from 
striking the wicket, and to keep from being hit himself. One gets the same bruises, bursted hands, and hard runs 
that fill the baseball player s life. 

24 August 1894 - Green Bank - The contract for building a school house on the headwaters of the North Fork was 
let to C. M. Acord by the Board of Education, Green Bank District, at the last meeting, 18th inst. 

Teachers Institute - Teachers enrolled are classified by the Secretary into three classes according to years taught. 
First, those who have taught two yean and less; Second, seven years and less; Third, those who have taught more 
than seven years. 

FIRST - Allie E, McLaughlin, Bertie Baxter, Allie B. F. Baxter, Levia Gibson, Bertie Beard, Maggie Moore 
Bertha Beard, Bess Patterson, Florence G. Hively, Maud Eskridge, Mabel Ligon, Lula A. Bobbett, Hattie Patterson 
Jessre Ren.ck, Vergie Sydenstricker, Mary E. Riley, Nora Kinnison, V. C. Hefner. Sallie McLaughlin Myrtle 
Herald, Fannie Peck, L. J. Marshal, W. H. Safer. Geo. D. McNeill. Geo. E. Moore, Lewis A. Yeager, Howard 
Bird, Frank Houchin, Joel E. Peck, Charies Spencer, Jacob S. Kinnison, Charles S. McNulty, E. B Vaugh E C 
Eagle, A. L. Anderson, John S, Wade, Wm. Wysong 


POCAHONTAS IN 1823 - (Printed in 1895) 

*1™^'^ ^ ! ° W iS o 0m 3 le " er Wriae " by Co1 - J - Howe Pe > lon - the Bn* commonwealth's attorney of 
h!S first v !!“ to Huntersville, at the first term of the "Superior Court" which was held after the 
formationof the county. The two buildings, which he speaks of, were situated on the site of Mr. C R Moore’s 

hki 'm ^ C ° Un ^ m 1830 COn,alned 2 ' 542 f >eo P ,e - Cot - Pe y'°" ^eled with Judge Stuart from Staunton, and, as 
he was considerably tmpressed with the crudeness of the manner of living west of the Alleghany- 
On Tuesday at two o clock we arrived at Huntersville, the seat of Justice of Pocahuntas (sic) county—a place as 
much out of the world as Crim Tartary, Owing to the bad condition of the roads we were much fatigued and bore 
many marks of travel-sum. The so called town of Huntersville consists of two illy-constructed time-worn, (though 
it is not time which has worn them,) weather-beaten cabins built on logs and covered with clapboards. My negro 
cabins on Jackson s nver are palaces in comparison with them. 

One of these wretched hovels is the residence of John Bradshaw, the other is called the loom-house for these 
people are self-sustaining. They spin and weave. The big wheel and the little wheel are birring in every hut and 
throwing off the woolen and linen yam lo be worked up for family purposes. The home-spun doth. too. is stranger 
and more durable than that brought by our merchants from Northern manufacturers. 

In Bradshaw's dwelling there is a large fire-place, which occupies one entire side, the gable end. The chimney 
is enormous and so short (hat the room is filled with light which enters this way. It is an ingenious contrivance for 
letting all the warmth escape through the chimney, whilst most of the smoke is driven back into the chamber In 
me chimney-comer I prepared my legal papers before a roaring fire, suiraunded by rough mountaineers, who were 
drinking whiskey and as night advanced, growing riotous. In the back part of the room two beds were curtained off 
wnh borse-blankets—one for the Judge and one for myself. To the left of the fire-place stood old Bradshaw’s couch. 
In the loft, to which they ascended, by means of a ladder, his daughter and the hired woman slept, and at times of a 
crowd, a wayfarer. The other guesLs were sent to sleep in the Loom-house, in which was suspended in the loom, a 
half-woven piece of cloth. Three beds were disposed about the room, which completed its appointments—one was 
Plotted to Sampson Matthews, a second lo John Baxter, the third to George Mays, and John Brown. The loom was 
used as a hat-rack at night and for sitting on. in the absence of chairs, in the day. As there was not a chair or stool 
beyond those used by the weaving women, my clients roosted on the loom while detailing their troubles and 
receiving advice. 

"Bradshaw's table is well supplied. There is profusion, if not prodigality, in the rich, lavish bounty of the 
goodly tavern. We had no venison, as this is a shy season with the deer, but excellent mutton with plenty of apple 
sauce peach pie, and roasting ears. As a mark of deference and respect to the Court, I presumed, we had a 
table-cloth—they are not often seen on Western tables and when they are, are not innocent of color—and clean 
sheets upon our beds. This matter of the sheets is no small affair in out of the way places, as it not unfrequentiy 
happens, that wanderers communicate disease through the bedclothing. Old Bradshaw’s family is scrupulously 
clean, which is somewhat remarkable in a region where cleanliness is for the most part on the outside. A false 
modesty seems to prevent those salutary ablutions which are so necessary to health, and I did not commend myself 
to the good graces of ihe hired woman by insisting on my foot-bath every morning. 

PnrZTT-T* nV r d3yS a!HunlersviIle c!ose| y en g a Eed in •*« business of the Court, which I found profitable 
( . SIC) 1S a . l™ 1 ”* coun,y ' and the support of the people is mainly derived from their Hocks, cattle 
P -, WhlCb "If* dr ‘ Ve over the ntountains to market. There is little money among them except after 
* ° 1 "’ bu ‘ dley have ll,Ue ne<:d of '‘—every want is supplied by the happy country they possess and of 

which they areas fond as the Swiss of their mountains. It is a pretty country, a country ofdiversifiedand beautiful 

Shiri" 6 K 3 Wea,th ° f VerdUrC and Vari6,y WhiCh keepS * he a " emi0 " alive and the outward eye 
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TJie following story of The Civil War in Pocahontas County was Complied and written by Wit limn P. McNccL 
for mi exhibit at die Pocahontas County Historical Museum. 

THE CIVIL WAR IN POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


When die national crisis dint liad been developing for a number of years came to a bead with die elect ion of 
Abraham Lincoln as President in i860, Pocahontas County was a remote county with a population of only 
3<>5S people and an economy based on agriculture. The only industry were die grist mills and sawmills required 
to fulfill local need. The county was connected with tire rest of die Stale of Virginia by primitive turnpikes. 
The Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike passed through the northern cud of die county and a road from Warm 
Springs joined the road from Lewisburg to Beverly at Marlin's Bottom. The growing railroad network had not 
yet reached die county and the nearest depot was at Millboro Springs in Bath County. 

The extent to which die citizens of Pocahontas County were interested in the issues that led to the tragedy 
of civil war is tinresearched at this time. Slavcholding was not extensive hut the 252 slaves did make tip 6% of 
die county's I860 population. ('Ihcre were also 20 free blacks in the county.) The attitudes rd the Pocahontas 
citizens were probably similar to those in neighboring Greenbrier County where attachment Lo southern political 
views was tempered by a strong belief in die union, hi the critical election of i860 Pocahontas County voters 
gave their support io John Bid! running on the Constitutional Union Party ticket. Although the election of 
Mr. Lincoln was die signal for some states to proceed with secession from the union. Virginia waivered and 
sought a peaceful end to die crisis. 

A public meeting at the Pocahontas County Court House on January 1, 1861* was marked by disagreement 
but ended with resolutions supporting the union and urging conferences between the stales to find a 
compromise. 

A stale convention to decide Virginia's response to secession gathered in February and look no action for two 
months. However, the firing on Fort Sumter and President Lincoln's call for troops quickly caused die 
convention to approve the state's sccessi'.Hi by a vote of 88 - 55 on April 17. (The majority of the vote against 
secession came from the counties that became the stale of West Virginia in 1863.) The Pocahontas County 
delegate* Paul McNeel* did not not vote but did sign the Ordinance of Secession. 

Regardless of dicir reelings prior to April 1861, die majority of the people or Pocahontas County took a 
pro Confederate position once die die was cast, lire vote on die referendum on secession in die county on 
May 23 was 360 in favor and 13 agiimst. Even before the vote the County Court authorized fluids to support 
die men who were volunteering for service to Virginia and their families. On May 18 I he "Pocahontas 
Rescuers," 49 men and five office s* were mustered in at Huntersville and left to join Confederate forces near 
Philippi, (This group later becan ' fnm ui Company J, 25lh Virginia Infantry.) Joining them en route was a 
cavalry company from die Hillsboro area. Later in May a company was organized in die Green Bank District, 
the "Mountain Rifles 1 ' or "Pocahontas Riflemen/ 'I bis company became part of Co. G of die 31st Virginia 
Infantry. 

Pocahontas men served in many units of the Confederate Army, Besides die units named above, these 
included Co. A* 62nd Virginia Infantry; Co. F and Co. I, 19th Virginia Cavalry; and Co. F, 11th Virginia 
Cavalry. Approximately 55f) men from die county served with Confederate forces. 

Fewer weni io the Federal Army from dris county. Serving in die 3rd West Virginia Cavalry, 6lh West 
Virginia Infantry, 10th West Virginia Infantry, Keepers Battery and other mills were about 85 men from 
Pocahontas County. Another group of aboul 50 residents was organized as a company of independent scouts 
suid in state raUier than federal service. 

During the war Pocahontas County generally was not an objective of the various plans developed by die 
generals on bodi sides. However, being located in die mountainous buffer zone between areas under the control 
of opposing forces, the county did see die movement of troops whose destinations were elsewhere. During one 
of these compaigns. die county hceame the site of die biggest Civil W;lt battle in West Virginia, at Droop 
Mountain, 

During die war, Pocahontas County remained by default if for no other reason, nominally under Confederate 
control. For a good part of U e war there were jnils of die Confederate Army stationed in dm county. Hiere 
was no effort by die Federal /,nny to station troops in Pocahontas County permanently although it had units at 
Beverly in adjoining Randolph County on a regular basis. From iherc raids were made into Pocahontas County 
a number of times. 

Being a county wiLh divided views on die w;ir, there was some activity by "bushwackers" against those on 
the opposing side but this was not too extensive. Four lynching* occurred in late 1861 or early 1862, A 
slave, Jim, was lynched because it was felt he was a spy Tor federal forces and three white men were killed 
because of alleged sympathy to the union. 

When the war ended in 1865 Pocahonlas County citizens found themselves residents in a new state, Ihc 
county had not suffered physical damage as great as in many areas and the common need to get on with making 




When the national crisis that tiad been developing for a number of years came to a head with the election of 
Abraham Lincoln as President in I860, Pocahontas County was a remote county with a population iir only 
3058 people mid an economy based oji agriculture* The only industry were die grist mills and sawmills required 
U> fulfill local need* The county was connected with the rest of tltc Slate of Virginia by primitive turnpikes, 
'Hie Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike passed through the northern end of the county and a road from Warm 
Springs joined the road from Lewisburg to Beverly at Marlin's Bottom* The growing railroad network had not 
yet reached the county and die nearest depot was at Mill horn Springs in Bath County. 

'Hie extent to which the citizens of Pocahontas County were interested in the issues dial led to die tragedy 
of civil war is unrescarchcd at this lime* SlavehohJing was not extensive but the 252 slaves did make up 6% of 
die county's i860 population, (There were also 20 free blacks in the county,) llie altitudes of the Pocahontas 
citizens were probably similar to those in neighboring Greenbrier County where attachment to southern political 
views was tempered by a strong belief in die union, hi die critical election of I860 Pocrihonlas County voters 
gave their support to John Ball running on die Constitutional Uniun Party ticket. Although the election of 
Mr, Lincoln was die signal for some states to proceed with secession from dte union, Virginia waivered and 
sought a peaceful end to die crisis, 

A public meeting at die Pocahontas County Court House on January 1. 186L was marked by disagreement 
but ended with resolutions supporting the union and urging conferences between the states to find a 
compromise* 

A stale convention to decide Virginia's response to secession gathered in February and took no action for two 
months. However, the firing on Port Sumter and President Lincoln's call for troops quickly caused the 
convention to approve the stale's secession by a vole of 88 - 55 on April 17, Ohc majority of die vote against 
secession came from the counties that became the state of West Virginia in 1863.) Hie Pocahontas ( Purdy 
delegate* Paul McNlx:I, did not not vote but did sign the Ordinance of Secession, 

Regardless of their feelings prior to April 1861, die majority of the people of Pocahontas County look a 
prci-Confederale position once die die wa^ cast. The vote on die referendum on secession in the county on 
May 23 was 360 in favor and 13 ag-inst. Even before the vole the County Court authorized funds to support 
die men who were volunteering for service to Virginia and their families. On May 18 the "Pocahontas 
Rescuers*" 40 men and five office s, were mustered in at Huntersville and left to join Confederate forces near 
Philippi. CHiis group later becai? *: part Oi Company l. 25lh Virginia Infantry,) Joining them eti room v» a 
cavalry company from the Hillsboro area. Later in May a company was organized in the Green Bank District, 
the "Mountain RiHcs" or "Pocahontas Riflemen." This company became part of Co. G of the 31st Virginia 
Infantry* 

Pocrdiomas men served in many units of the Confederate Army. Besides die units named above, these 
included Co. A, 62nd Virginia Infantry; Co F and Co* t* FJlh Virginia Cavalry; and Co. 1% 11th Virginia 
Cavalry* Approximately 550 men from the county served with Confederate forces. 

Fewer went to the Federal Army from ibis county* Serving in die 3rd West Virginia Cavalry, 6th West 
Virginia Infantry, 10th West Virginia infantry. Keeper's Battery and other units were about 85 men from 
Pocahontas County. Another group of about 50 residents was organized as a company of independent scouts 
and hi state rattier dian federal service. 

During die war Pocahontas County generally was not an objective of the various plans developed by the 
generals on both sides. However, being located in die mountainous buffer zone between areas under the control 
of opposing forces, die county did see the movement of troops whose destinations were elsewhere. During one 
of Uicse compaigns, die county became die site of the biggest Civil War battle in West Virginia* al Droop 
Mountain. 

During the war. Pocahontas County remained, by default if for no other reason, nominally under Confederate 
control. For a good pari of H e war there were units of die Confederate Army stationed in the county. There 
was no effort by the Federal Army to station noons in Pocahontas County permanently although it had units at 
Beverly in adjoining Randolph County on a regular basis. From diere raids were made into Pocahontas County 
a number of times. 

Being a county with divided views on die war, diere was some activity by ' hushwackers'’ against those on 
die opposing side hut this was not loo extensive, Four lyiiehings occurred in late 1861 or early 1862, A 
slave, Jim, was lynched because it was felt he was a spy for federal forces and three white men were killed 
because of alleged sympathy to the union. 

When die war ended in 1865 Pocahontas County citizens found themselves residents in a new state* The 
county had not suffered physical damage a*s great as in many areas and the common need to get on with making 
a Living brought the people back together again with a minimum of long term animosity, 

1861 

Following the Confederate defeats at Philippi, Rich Mountain, and Conicks Ford on June 3, July 11 and 
July 13, Pocahontas Courtly suddenly became part of the front line between Union mid Confederate forces in 



I, Reynolds* 

wSSrESSHS 

Union advance gave him time to organize defensive positions. By die end of July the Confederates had orces 
"at lnn.crsvillc at Valley Mountain on the road from Marlin's Bottom to Huttonsvdle and on top of 
A^ghc JS - the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. 

had also been established on the S and P Turnpike at the crossing of die East Fork of the Greenbrier River. 

Both armies were greatly handicapped by an unusual amount of rain and unseasonably cold weather, 
including snow, which made troop movements difficult. The wet, cold condiUons also were the cause of much 
sickness amoung the inexperienced soldiers. 

By the end of July. Coring had moved his headquarters to Huntersville. Here he was joined on August 3 by 
Gen Robert F Lee Lee came not as commander of the Confederate army but as coordinator between the 
forces under Loring and Brig. Gens. Henry Wise and John Floyd, who commanded Confederate forces elsewhere 

in West Virginia. 

I ee moved his headquarters to Valley Mountain on August 6 and spent his lime in the next few weeks 
reconnoilering the area to find ways of driving die Federal forces from their positions. By early Sep ember a 
plan of attack had been devised. The plan involved a two prong attack against die Cheat Mountain fort from 
both sides together with an attack on the Elkwaier fortifications. Although the Confederates had four separate 
forces in position to attack on the morning of the 12th, failure of one of them to carry out its responsibilies 
resulted in the entire affair coming to an unsuccessful end for I.ec and Coring. 

Following this failure Cee moved on to Greenbrier County to see In the affairs of Wise and Floyd and was 
back in Richmond by the end of October. 


In early October the Federals made an effort to dislodge the Confederate from the Staunton and Parkersburg 
Turnpike On October 3 Reynolds sent his troops against the Confederate Camp Bartow where Brig, Gen. 
Henry R. Jackson was in command. Success would have opened the way way for a move against Staunton. 
However, his attack against the well entrenched southerners, dug in south of the river, was unsuccessful. 

Needs for troops elsewhere caused Confederate authorities to reduce the size of Coring's army, despite the 
concerns expressed by him and others of his officers that this would open the way for the Federals to move 
against the Staunton area. Camp Bartow was abandoned in late October leaving the camps on Allegheny 
Mountain and at Huntersville the only barrier to Union troop movements through Pocahontas County. 


Indications that the concerns were justified came in December when Federal Brig. Gen. Robert H. Milroy, 
now in command of the Union regiments in Randolph County, moved to attack the Allegheny fortifications. 
The attack came on December 13 and lasted from early morning until early afternoon with the Federals finally 
forced to retire. Milroy divided his force a< Camp Bartow with one part going directly up the turnpike and the 
other going by way or the road from Green Bank to the top of the mountain. "Hie planned simultaneous attack 
did not occur when the units going by way of Green Bank were delayed and this allowed the defenders to fight ofi 
the two attacking forces separately. In command of the Confederate troops at Camp Allegheny was Col. Edward 
Johnson. 


The year ended with soldiers of the north and the south controlling the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike 
from their mounlaintop camps and suffering together the severe winter weather. Also coming in late 1861 or 
early 1862 was several of the tragedies that mark a civil war. A slave, Jim, was lynched at Huntersville because 
it was believed he was a spy for federal forces and and three white men were taken from their homes and killed 
because of their sympathy to the Union. 


1862 
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1’Jic new year was only a few days old when die federate made a move againsl llie camp at Huntersville. A 
detachment of 7IX) men f rom die 25th Regiment Ohio Volunteers and 2ml W. Va. Regiment, under Maj. George 
Webster left Huttonsvillc on December 31. On the 3rd lie chased militia from Marlin’s Bottom and did the 
same with die troops at Huntersville. After burning a building of supplies, Wcbsier began his return to 
Huttons vide, arriving on l lie 6th. 

The Confederates quickly rct>ccupied Huntersville and in March Johnson (now Brig. Gen.) reported 5IK1 men 
diere. lire main Confederate force of 1800 soldiers remained at Camp Allegheny. In March Milroy proposed 
an attack on Camp Allegheny from the rear by moving his regiments by way of Huntersville, lollowed by a 
move on Staunton. However, the attack was not carried out. 

By early April in reponse to activity elsewhere in Virginia, die Confederate forces withdrew from the area to 
Shenandoah Mountain mid Federal troops moved to occupy Camp Alleghany and Monterey. Milroy was at 
Camp Allegheny by April 6 and moved on to Monterey on the 7th. Part or his Torce made a scouting 
expedition through the county by way of Huntersville before going on to Monterey. 

During die balance of 1862 die war bypassed Pocahontas County for die rnosl part. 

In late August Confederate Brig. Gen. A. G. Jenkins passed through Pocahontas County at the beginning of 
his successful raid through central and southern W. Va., including a move into Ohio. He left his headquarters 
in Monroe County on August 24 and moved through the county on his way into Randolph County. 


Between November 5 and 14, Milroy made a sweep through die counties of Highland. Pocahontas, 
Pendleton, Augusta and Bath Born his base al Iluuonsville. 1 le picked up a few prisoners and some livestock 
for his effort. 


1863 


As 1863 was die high-water mark for the fortunes of the Confederacy, with die reverses at Gettysburg and 
Vicksburg in July starling die beginning of die end, the year also decided dial it was going to be the Union that 
controlled die area dial was to become die State of West Virginia on June 2ft, 1863. 

As die year opened, several units of Virginia Slate forces were in the die county. Union forces remained 
in Randolph County. 

On January 20 Maj. Henry Flesher led a detachment of die 2nd W. Va. Infantry on a raid into Pocahontas 
County. They burned the camp of Capt. William L, McNed's Company at Mill Point on die 21st. The 
Confederates were not at Uieir camp but caught up with the Union force when it was camped on Old Picld Pork 
of Elk for die night, 'llie Federal rear guard was at lacked and several prisoners taken. 

A second raid in Pocahontas County by die Federate occurred oil February 10-12 led by Capt. Chatham T, 
Ewing, also of the 2nd W. Va. llie raid went as far as Green Bank, secured some prisoners and livestock and 
destroyed supplies. 

On April I t the 19th Virginia Cavalry was organized wiih Col. William 1.. Jackson in command. 
Included in die new unit were two companies from Pocahontas County, McNed's and one commanded hy (’apt. 
Jacob W. Marshall. As one of its first actions, the 19th look part in die raid led by Brig. Gen. J. D. Imboden 
across central West Virginia in April. Pocahonins men were also in several other units that took part in the 
raid. The Con federate force moved across Pocahontas County on die Stain non and Parkersburg Turnpike on die 
22nd. After die Imboden raiders relumed to die Shenandoah Valley in mid-May, die 19th Cavalry set up camp 
on Domhards Creek at Minnehaha Springs, named Camp Northwest. 

In May Brig. Gen. William W, Avercll was given command of the Union forces widiin the eastern portion ot 
West Virginia and directed lo keep die region clear of the Confederates, Mis infantry unite were provided with 
horses to increase Uieir mobility. 

On June 29 Jackson divided his forces for an atiack on Beverly from boih above and below die Federal camp. 
His attack on July 2 was unsuccessful and die arrival of re-cnforcemcnts under Avercll forced Jackson back to 
Pocahontas County. 

Avercll made the firsl of his three expeditions in 1863 against the Confederates in August under orders in 
destroy saltpeter works in Pendleton County, to attack Jackson's command in Pocahontas County, and to go to 
Lewisburg and obtain the law library for use by the courts of die new stale of West Virginia, After passing 
dirough Pendleton and Highland Counties, Avercll entered Pocahontas on August 22 and drove Jackson's force 
from Camp Nordiwcsl into Bath County. He destroyed the camp and spent the 23rd there awaiting additional 
troops. On die 24th Avercll marched on to Warm Springs and then turned south to move on to Lewisbmg. 
His effort lo reach Lewisburg was Lhwaited by the Confederates in the Battle of White Sulphur Springs on 
August 26 and 27. lire Federate retreated by way of Warm Springs, Huntersville, and Marlins Bottom, arriving 



Webster left Huttons ville on December 31. On the 3rd he chased militia from Marlin's Bottom and did the 
same with the troops at Huntersville. After burning a building of supplies. Webster began Iris return to 
Iluuonsville, arriving on the 6 th. 

Tlic Confederates quickly reoccupied Huntersville and in March Johnson (now Brig. Gen.) rcjxnicd 500 men 
there, The main Confederate force of 1800 soldiers remained al Camp Allegheny, In March Milroy proposed 
an attack on Camp Allegheny from the rear by moving his regiments by way of Huntersville, followed by a 
move on Summon. However, the at lack was mu carried out. 


By early April, in reponse to activity elsewhere in Virginia, tlie Confedetaie forces withdrew from the area hi 
Shenandoah Mountain and Federal troops moved to occupy Camp Alleghany and Monterey* Milroy was at 
Camp Allegheny by April 6 and moved on to Monterey on the 7th. Fart of his force made a scouting 
expedition through the county by way ofllutHcrsviHc before going on to Monterey. 

During the balance of 1862 die war bypassed Pocahontas County for the most part. 

In lale August Confederate Brig. Gen. A. G. Jenkins passed through Pocahontas County at the beginning of 
his successful mid through central and southern W* Va., including a move into Ohio. He left his headquarters 
in Monroe County on August 24 and moved through the county on his way into Randolph County, 

Between November 5 and 14, Milroy made a sweep through the counties of Highland* Pocahontas. 
Pendleton, Augusta and Bath from his base at Huttonsville. He picked up a few prisoners and some livestock 
for his effort* 

1863 


As 1863 was die high-water mark for the fortunes of the Confederacy, with the reverses at Gettysburg and 
Vicksburg in July starting the beginning of die end, the year also decided dial it was going to be die Union that 
controlled die area dial was to become die State of West Virginia on June 20. 1863. 

As the year opened, several units of Virginia State forces were in Hie die county* Union forces remained 
in Randolph County, 

On January 20 Maj* Henry Ficsher led a detachment of die 2nd W, Va* Infantry on a raid into Pocahontas 
County. They burned the camp of Capt. William L. McNael's Company at Mill Point on the 21st. The 
Confederates were not at their camp but caught up with the Union force when it was camped mi Old Field Fork 
of Elk for die night. The Federal rear guard was attacked and several prisoners taken. 

A second raid in Pocahontas County by die Federal* occurred on February 10-12 led by Capt, Chatham T. 
Ewing, idso of the 2nd W, Va, Ihe raid went as far as Green Bank, secured some prisoners and livestock and 
destroyed supplies. 

On April 11 die 19 th Virginia Cavalry was organized with Col. William L. Jackson in command* 
Included in the new unit were two companies from Pocahontas County, McNeefs and one commanded by Capt. 
Jacob W. Marshall. As one of its first actions, the I9lh took part in tire raid led by Brig. Gen. J. D. fmhoden 
across central West Virginia in April. Pocahontas men were also in several other units that took part in the 
raid* The Confederate force moved across Pocahontas County on die Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike on die 
22nd. After the Imbodeu raiders returned to the Shenandoah Valley in mid-May, the I9lh Cavalry set up camp 
on Douihards Creek at Minnehaha Springs, named Camp Northwest. 

In May Brig. Gen. William W. Averell was given command of die Union forces within the eastern portion of 
West Virginia and directed to keep die region clear of the Confederates. 11 is infantry units were provided with 
horses to increase their mobility. 

On June 29 Jackson divided his forces for an a I lack on Beverly from both above and tielow die Federal camp. 
His attack on July 2 was unsuccessful and die arrival of re-enforcements under Averell forced Jackson hack to 
Pocahontas County, 

Averell made die first of his three expeditions in 1863 against the Confederates in August under orders to 
destroy saltpeter works in Pendleton County, to attack Jackson's command in Pocahontas County, and to go to 
lcwisburg and obtain ihe law library fur use by the courts of the new state of West Virginia, After passing 
through Pendleion and Highland Counties, Averell entered Pocahontas on August 22 and drove Jackson's force 
from Camp Northwest into Bath County. He destroyed the camp and spent (he 23rd there awaiting additional 
troops. Ott die 24th Averell inarched on In \V;irm Springs and then turned south to move on lo Lcwisburg. 
His effort lo reach Lcwisburg was Uiwaricd by the Confederates in the Battle of White Sulphur Springs on 
August 26 and 27, 'lhe Fedcrals retreated by way of Warm Springs. 1I uutersvillc. and Marinis Bottom, arriving 
in Beverly on the 31st, 

Jackson returned bis regiment to Pocahontas County following die Averell raid. In September die 
Pocahontas County Court gave the iron from the walls in the county jail lo Jackson's regiment as material for 
making horscJioes, 

On September 24 a patrol of 1 Inion troops skirmished with Confederates at Barlow. 




In need of supplies for his command. Confederate Maj. Gen. Thomas L. Rosser moved from his camp near 
Staunton, across Pocahontas County, to attack the Federal camp at Beverly. Catching the Union troops off 
their guard on January 11, 1865, his troops captured both men and supplies. Rosser went to Warm Springs 
after his attack, going by way of Marlin's Bottom. Bitter cold weather caused suffering for both captors and 
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The purpose of the excursion was to search for government owned property and former Virginia Governor 
William Smith. Owens failed to find the latter and little of the former. He reported that "Reluming rebels are 
going to work and conduct themselves with propriety." 




Page 5 


In October Jackson made an expedition into central West Virginia which included a skim '' s < h „ at ° ui low " 

to re, one Jackson made the headquarters of his 19th Cavalry at M.M Point and by 
early November also had the 20lh Virginia Cavalry a, Marlins Bottom with Col. William W. Arnett 
mmmantl. There were outposts at Fxlray and Dunmorc. 


In laic October. Averell was ordered to move from Beverly to Lewisburg, driving away the Confederate 
forces in the urea. Troops from the Kanawha Valley under Brig. Gen. Alfred R Pulfltf were directed to join 
Averell at Lewisburg for an atiack against Ihe Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, if it was fell this was possible. 

Avcreli’s main force left Beverly on November I and went by way of Cheat Bridge, Bartow and Green Bank to 
Huntersville, arriving there on Hie 4th, Once there. Avcrcll made plans to capture Arnett's regiment at Marlin $ 
Bottom by sending part of his force down Knapps Creek and another down the road on Beaver Creek in hopes 
of trapping him in between. However, Arnett got to Mill Point ahead of the Union troops and joined Jackson. 
Averell move the rest of his force to Mill Point early on the 5th. 


Following a skirmish at daylight on the 5th, Jackson retreated to the summit of Droop Mountain and dug in. 
Averell did not move ahead on Ihe 5th as the didn't want to push the Confederates through Lewisburg before 
Duffifi arrived there. Meanwhile, also on the 5th. Confederate Brig, Gen. John Echols moved his units from 
Lewisburg and joined Jackson on Droop early on the morning of Ihe 6th. 


'|hat day occurred the largest battle of the Civil War in West Virginia wiLh some 5000 soldiers involved. 
By making a flanking movement to the Confederate left Averell forced Echols to leave the field about 4 PM. 

Again Averell did not push hard in hopes of caiching the Confederates between himself and Duffi L 
However, Echols got through Lewisburg on the 7th only a short lime before Duffid arrived. 


After arriving at Lewisburg, Avcrcll decided not to move on to the the railroad due to the condition of his 
men and his belief that there were too many Confederate troops between him and it. Instead, he sent part of his 
force back through Pocahontas County to Beverly and moved with the main force to New Creek in Mineral 
County by way of Bath. I [ Eg bland* Pendleton, and Grant Counties, 


Following the Droop Mountain battle, Jackson made his headquarters at Warm Springs with outposts in 
Pocahontas County. Echols relumed to I .ewisburg. 


In early December. Averell was ordered to move against the Virginia and Tennessee RR in order to interrupt 
supplies going to Confederate forces besieging Knoxville, Tennessee. Averell left New Creek on the 8th and 
successfully made his way, without serious interference, to the railroad at Salem, Virginia, on the 16th. To 
divert the attention of the Confederates away from Avcrcll Union units were ordered from the Kanawha Valley 
towards Lewisburg, from Strasburg* Virginia towards Staunton* Virginia and from Beverly towards Lewisburg. 

The force from Beverly* under the command of Col. Augustus Moor of the 2Hlh Ohio Infantry, skirmished 
with the company of die 19th Virginia Cavalry stationed at Marlin's Bottom on the 11Ih and went as far as 
Droop Mountain hefore returning to Beverly. 

After destroying supplies and the railroad for a number of miles, Averell was faced with getting his soldiers 
safely home. He was opposed by not only six Confederate forces but severe weather and Hooded streams. He 
moved to (he Covington area, getting across and destroying bridges just ahead of Jackson's force. A back mad 
through Rucker Gap brought his army to the White Sulphur Springs - Huntersville Road. A second little used 
road was used to reach the Greenbrier River at cither Ihe mouth of Spice Run or laurel Creek and the force 
reached Hillsboro on the 21st. The Fedenrts were at Beverly on Chrisunas Day. 


1864-65 


In the spring of 1864 the Confederates had two companies of the I9th Virginia Cavalry stationed in 
Pocahontas County; McNccl's company at at Mill Point and Marshall’s company at Camp Northwest The 
headquarters for the 19th were at Warm Springs, Union troops remained in Randolph County. 

Action in the county in 1864 involved only scouting expeditions or the passage of troops to and from other 
areas. 

On April 19 Marshall's company attacked a Federal force at Martin's Bottom and forced them back towards 
Beverly. 

A Federal scouting party from Beverly lo the Greenbrier River skirmished with a group of guerrillas on 
Cheat Mountain on May 9 as they were returning to their camp, 

A Union company from the 10th W. Va. Infantry under Lt. Col. Moses Hall made a sweep through 
Pocahontas. Webster and Braxton Counties May 15 -30 and relumed to Beverly with a number of prisoners and 
livestock. 


In June a portion of the Federal force that made the attack on Lynchburg, Virginia, passed through this 
county en route to Beverly, Under Col. David Putnam ihp fterarhmrnt mitmi P^rahnnM« rn.miu u*. 






of trapping him in between. However, Arnett got to Mill Point ahead of the Union troops and joined Jackson, 
Averell move the rest of his force to Mill Point early on the 5th. 

Following a skirmish at daylight on the 5th, Jackson retreated to the summit of Droop Mountain and dug in. 
Averell did not move ahead on the 5th as the didn’t want lo push the Confederates through Lewisburg before 
Duffid arrived there. Meanwhile, also on the 5th, Confederate Brig. Gen. John Echols moved his units from 
Lewisburg and joined Jackson on Droop early oil the morning of the 6th. 

That day occurred the largest battle of the Civil War in West Virginia with some 5000 soldiers involved. 
By making a flanking movement to die Confederate left Averell forced Echols to leave the field about 4 P, M. 
Again Averell did not push hard in hopes of catching the Confederates between himself and Duffid, 
However, Echols got through Lewisburg on the 7th only a short lime before Duffld arrived. 

After arriving at lewisburg, Averell decided not to move on lo the the railroad due to the condition of his 
men and his belief that there were loo many Confederate troops between him and it. Instead, he sent part of his 
force back through Pocahontas County lo Beverly and moved with the main force to New Creek in Mineral 
County by way of Bath, Highland, Pendleton, and Grant Counties, 

Following the Droop Mounlain battle, Jackson made his headquarters at Warm Springs with outposts in 
Pocahontas County. Echols returned to Lewisburg. 

In early December, Averell was ordered to move against the Virginia and Tennessee RR in order to interrupt 
supplies going to Confederate forces besieging Knoxville. Tennessee. Averell left New Creek oil the 8th and 
successfully made his w-ay, without serious interference, to the railroad at Salem, Virginia, on the 16th. To 
divert the attention of the Confederates away from Averell, Union units were ordered from the Kanawha Valley 
towards Lewisburg, from Sirasburg, Virginia, towards Staunton, Virginia, and from Beverly towards Lewisburg. 

The force from Beverly, under the command of Col, Augustus Moor of the 28th Ohio Infantry, skirmished 
with the company of the 19th Virginia Cavalry stationed at Marlin’s Bottom on the 11th and went as far as 
Droop Mountain before returning to Beverly, 

After destroying supplies and the railroad fora number of miles, Averell was faced with gelling his soldiers 
safely home. He was opposed by not only six Confederate forces but severe weather and flooded streams. He 
moved to the Covington area, getting across and destroying bridges just aiiead of Jackson’s force, A back road 
through Rucker Gap brought his army to the While Sulphur Springs - HuntersvtHe Road. A second ItUle used 
road was used to reach the Greenbrier River at either the mouth of Spice Run or Laurel Creek and the force 
reached Hillsboro on die 21st. The Fedcrals were at Beverly on Christmas Day . 


1864-65 


In the spring of 1864 the Confederates had two companies of the 19th Virginia Cavalry stationed in 
Pocahontas County; McNeeFs company at at Mill Point and Marshall’s company at Camp Northwest. The 
headquarters for Lhe 19th were at Warm Springs. Union troops remained in Randolph County, 

Action in the county in 1864 involved only scouting expeditions or the passage of troops to and from other 
areas. 


On April 19 Marshall's company attacked a Federal force at Marlin 1 s Bottom and forced them back towards 
Beverly. 

A Federal scouting parry from Beverly to the Greenbrier River skirmished with a group of guerrillas on 
Cheat Mountain on May 9 as they were returning to their camp. 

A Union company from the IOUi W, Va. Infantry under Lt. Col Moses Hall made a sweep through 
Pocahontas, Webster and Braxton Counties May 15 -50 and relumed to Beverly with a number of prisoners and 
liveshxrk. 


In June a portion of the Federal force that made lhe attack on Lynchburg, Virginia, passed through this 
county en route to Beverly. Under Col. David Putnam the detachment entered Pocahontas County by the same 
road from Anthonys Creek down Spice Run used by Averell the pervious December. The force, escorting 
prisoners and sick soldiers, passed through Marlin’s Bottom on June 24 and was in Beverly on the 27th, 

In October a skirmish, referred to locally as the "Baltic of Duncan's Lane,” took place on Stony Creek, 

As 1864 moved on, Confederate forces were generally moved into the Shenandoah Valley to join Gen. J. S. 
Early in his efforts to proicct the Valley from Gen. Philip Sheridan. In the first part of 1865 Confederate 
regiments under Rosser, Imhodcn, and Jackson were wintering in the Virginia counties east of Pocahontas 
County and only one or two units of the !9ih Virginia Cavalry were reported to be stationed in the county. 



From f Snrntil Crisl 

nvil WAR VETERAN REGISTER FOR UPPER POCAHONTAS COUNTY 

*CSA 


Dunmorc Cemetery 
‘James W. MeCalpin 
*Jo1iti Alexander Noel 
‘Jacob K + Taylor 

McLaughlin Cemetery (Thomas Creek) 
‘Hugh McLaughlin 

McLaughlin Cemeiery (Sitlington Creek) 
‘James R McLaughlin 

Hudson Cemeiery 

‘Warrick Bird Hudson 

Wesley Chapel Church Cemetery 
Burton D. McEIwcc 
‘James F t Patterson 

Warwick Cemetery 
‘Allen C Burner 
‘William Joseph Cooper 
James E Ryder 
‘George W. Si pie 
‘James Madison Siplc 
‘John R t Warwick 
‘Peter Hull Warwick 
‘Andrew Joseph Wooddell 

Oak Flats Cemetery 
‘Jacob S* Wooddell 

B.F.E, Wooddetl Cemetery 
‘Adam A. WtxxtdeU 

Arbogast Cemetery #1 
‘James C. Arbogast 


Sutton Cemetery 
‘George Kerr 
‘George Sutton 
•John (L Sutton 

Hartman Cemetery 

‘Washington Nottingham 
‘George W. Tracy 

Arbovalc Cemetery Old Section 
Brown McHenry Arbogast 
‘Jnsiah O, Beard 
‘Ashury K, DysanJ 
‘James Charles Elliott 
‘Beverly GiUispic 
‘Robert Noah Gum 
‘Joseph W, Hull 
‘Samuel K* I^ambert 
‘Wilson Pugh 
David C Shears 
‘Philip Sponaugle 
‘Samuel J. Sutton 
‘Morgan Bmwn Trainer 
‘Claybom D. Ashford 
(1st Addition) 

‘William Warwick Slaven 
(Haimali/llcvcner lot) 
‘Samuel Baldwin Hannah 
‘Uriah Hevener 

Pine Grove Cemetery 
David ll Rader 

Kerr Cemeiery (Snulsburg Run) 
‘David B. Kerr 
‘James D, Kerr 


Wilmoth Cemetery 
‘George Beverage 
John Ftenner 
•John S, Griffui 
‘Noah Lunsford 
‘James M. Spencer 
‘John J. Spencer 

Varner Cemetery 
‘John P, Varner 

Thomwood Cemetery 

‘Adam Martin VanBuren Arbogast 

Waybright Cemetery 

•Church ville Way brig lu 

Yeager Ccmeteiy 
Henry Flcnner 
•Peter D. Yeager 

Barlow Church Cemetery 
‘Charles C. Burner 
‘Lafayette Burner 

Bethel Church Cemetery 
‘William E, Gragg 

Gum Cemetery 
‘James IL Gum 
•David Hevener 
‘Harvey Itcvcncf 
‘Samuel Hevener 

I losterman Cemetery 
♦WiJliam H. Collins 


Sheets Cemetery #1 
‘Andrew Sheets 
‘Henry Sheets 

Sheets Cemetery #2 
•William R, Sheets 


Brush Run Cemetery 
John W. Slayton 

Brush Run Church Cemetery 
‘Allen Calhoun 

Gmgg Cemetery 
‘Samuel Grngg 


This is the list I have, Harold Crist 


Wanless Cemetery 
‘Brown N. Galford 
‘Loman Kelly 
‘George W f Kcsler 
‘Zachariah J. S wink 
Andrew Wanless 

Oliver (Hilltop) Cemeiery 
•Dnnial Wiifong 
‘Henry G, Wilfong 


From Jim Wooddell 

Cemetery Listing (J did not list others, knowing they would be duplicated in oilier lists, Jim) 


Cheat Mountain 
Galford 

Durbin Area 
Ryder 
Durbin 
Kelley 
Nottingham 

Frank Area 
Slaven 
Gum 


Thomwood Area 

lliomwoad Church 

Waybright 

Vandevadcr 

Starks 

Italian 

Elk Mountain 
Lambert 

Alleghany Mountain 
Wilmoth 


Brush Run Area 
Brush Run 
Grogg 
Slaty ton 
Calhoun 
Whitmire 

Boyer Area 
Boyer 
Stone 
Lantz 


Bartow 

Barlow Church 

Goodsel 

Burner 

Simmons 

Slaven 


Varner 

Yeager 

Battlefield 

Haltemun 

PuffenhargerrtV il fan g 
Buffalo Ridge 


Saulsbury Run 
Kerr/NoiUngham 

Buffalo Run 
Nottingham 
Mullcnax 


T T.!. 





♦Jacob K. Taylor 


♦John G, Sutton 


McLaughlin Cemetery Ohomas Creek) 
♦Hugh McLaughlin 

McLaughlin Cemetery (Sillington Creek) 
♦James N. McLaughlin 

Hudson Cemetery 

♦Warrick Bird Hudson 

Wesley Chapel Church Cemetery 
Burton D. McElwce 
♦James F. Patterson 

Warwick Cemetery 
♦Alien C. Burner 
♦William Joseph Cooper 
James F. Ryder 
♦George W. Siple 
♦James Madison Siple 
♦John R t Warwick 
♦Peter Hull Warwick 
♦Andrew Joseph Woodddl 

Oak Flats Cemetery 
♦Jacob S, Woodddl 

B.F,E. WooddeU Cemetery 
♦Adam A, WooddeU 

Arbogast Cemetery # l 
♦James C. Arbogast 

Sheets Cemetery #1 
♦Andrew Sheets 
♦Henry Sheets 

Sheets Cemetery #2 
* William R. Sheets 


This is die list I have. Harold Crist 


Hartman Cemetery 

♦Washington Nottingham 
♦George W. Tracy 

Arbovalc Ccmeiery Old Section 
Brown McHenry Arbogast 
♦JosiahO. Beard 
♦Asbury K. Dysard 
♦James Charles Elliott 
♦Beverly Gillispic 
♦Robert Noah Gum 
♦Joseph W. Hull 
♦Samuel K. I-ambert 
♦Wilson Jhigh 
David C. Shears 
♦Philip Sponangle 
♦Samuel J. Sutton 
♦Morgan Brown Trainer 
♦Claybom D. Ashford 
(1st Addition) 

♦William Warwick Slnven 
(H annah/lTc vener lot) 
♦Samuel Baldwin Hannah 
♦LIriah t tevener 

Pine Grove Cemetery 
David H. Rader 

Kerr Cemetery (Saulsburg Run) 
♦David B. Kerr 
♦James D. Kerr 

Brush Run Cemetery 
John W. Slayton 

Brush Run Church Cemetery 
♦Allen Calhoun 

Grogg Cemetery 
♦Samuel Grogg 


♦John S. Griffin 
♦Noah Lunsford 
♦James M. Spencer 
♦John J. Spencer 

Vamer Cemetery 
♦John P. Vamer 

Thom wood Cemetery 

♦Adam Martin VanBuren Arbogast 

Way bright Cemetery 

♦Church ville Way brig hi 

Yeager Ceme tery 
I Icnry Benner 
♦Peter D. Yeager 

Bartow Church Cemetery 
♦Charles C Burner 
♦Lafayette Burner 

Bethel Church Cemetery 
♦William E. Gragg 

Gum Cemetery 
♦James H, Gum 
♦David Hcvener 
♦Harvey Hevener 
♦Samuel Hevener 

Hosterman Cemetery 
♦William H. Collins 

Wattless Cemetery 
♦Brown N, Galford 
♦Loman Kelly 
♦George W. Keslcr 
♦Zachariah J. Swink 
Andrew Wanless 

Oliver (Hilltop) Cemetery 
♦Danial Wilfong 
♦Henry G, Wilfong 


From Jim Waddell 

Cemetery Listing (I did not list others, knowing they would be duplicated in olher lists, Jim) 
Cheat Mountain 


Galford 


Thomwood Area 
Thom wood Church 


Brush Run Area 
Brush Run 


Durbin Area 
Ryder 
Durbin 
Kelley 
Nottingham 

Frank Area 
Slavcn 
Gum 

Bartow 

Bartow Church 

GoodscU 

Burner 

Simmons 

Slaven 

Rose 

Yengcr/Flcnncr 

Yeager/Arbogast 

Batrtlcficld 

Civil War graves in Bartow 
Unknown (Jessie Powell's farm) 


Way bright 
Vandevader 
S larks 
Italian 

Elk Mountain 
Lambert 

Alleghany Mountain 
Wilmoth 
Vamer 
Yeager 
Battlefield 
1 taltcrman 

Puffenbarger/Wilfong 

Buffalo Ridge 
Woodddl 
Judy 
Sharp 

W. F, Wilfong 
Mullennx 


Grogg 
Slaty ton 
Calhoun 
Whitmire 

Boyer Area 
Boyer 
Stone 
Lantz 

Sauls bury Run 
Kerr/Nottingham 

Buffalo Run 
Nottingham 
Mullenax 
Unknown 

Arbovale Area 
Arbovale 
Hartman 
Sugar Loag 


North Fork Road 
Patrick Bruffcy 
S utton/B m wn/R uckman 

Green Bank Area 
Arbogasi 
Moomau 
Warwick 
Oak Flats 

Wesley Chapel - Green Bank Road 
Slaves—Wooddcll & Conrad 
Ligbmer 
1 jimhcrt 
Ryder 

B,F.E. Wooddcll 
P.W.1I. Wooddcll 
J, B, Sutton 

Wesley Chapel Area 
Wesley Chapel Church 
Hudson 
Lndy Taylor 
Jonas Kelley 
Burk (right hand fork of 
Galford’s Creek) 


Sheets Road 
Arbogast 

William R. Sheets 
John Sheets 
So non 

Nouing hnm/T;ay lor 

Hcnchcs Run 
GaUoni 

Moore Run 
Jacob T, Kerr 

Dimmorc Area 
Dunmore 

McLaughlin (Tbomas Creek) 
McLaughlin (Sit ling ion Road) 
Gal ford (June Galford Farm) 

Glade Hill Area 
Galford 
Moore 

Nottingham, William, Jr. 

No 11 i ugliam ♦ l larvey 

Dillcy 

Arbogasi 


Back Alleghany Mountain 
Wan less 
Uevener 
Gum 
Bctliel 
I lostcrman 
Cassell 

Cass Area 


Cass to Stony Bnltom 
Geiger 
McCloud 
Stony Bnltom 

(Dick Groseclose knows of at 
least 2 others) 

Clover Lick - Clover Creek 
Ligon 
MeGood 
Shinaheny 


Brown's Creek 
McCutchcon 
Gragg 
Bethel 

Civil War (Larry Taylor's) 

Hills 
Hively 
Mt. Zion 
He verier DU ley 

Brown's Mountain 
Kelley 
McI^ughEin 

Possum Hollow 
Sampson 


ITecr Creek 
Hilltop (Oliver) 

McLaughlin 

Tacy 

Randolph Guilford (Green Bank- 
Cass Road) 


REQUESTS FOR FAMILY INFORM ATION 

FKIEL, George W. and Family — He was killed in the Civil War. Daniel Harris. Bcadi Rd., RL 3, Box 268, 
Auburn, NY 13021 

POWERS* Zelma Mac. bom June 30, 1916. Phyllis G. Moore, P. (X Box 50, Beaver Island, Ml 49782 
LONG, Jacob, in Pocahontas County before 1910. Mabel L. Ttnncy, Rt. 3, Box 167, Weston, WV 26452 
SILVEY, Robert Daniel. Nancy C. Wooldridge. 15 Benhrook Cr.. Roanoke, VA 24012 
MOORE, Charles London, married Mary Martha McLaughlin. Betty C. Shackelford. 9535 James Madison 
llwy., Rnpidnn, VA 22733. 

CLARK, BROWN, KELL IS ON Families, Sharon Decker, 517 Clayton Sl. T San Francisco, CA 94117. 
COGAR, FOAGE Families. Tessia Brewer. 240 Alvorado St., Brisbane, CA 94005. 


Sharp - Rainiown 

Sheets 

Slayton 
Smi th 

Smith 11 


Stony Bottom 
Sunset 

Travelers Reprise 

Vandc vender 
Varner 


Wan less 
Wan gliTtS A 


Wesley Chapel 
White's Chapel 


Whiting 

Wilfong 


Continued frrun Page 4 

South from MarHmon on IT. S. 219/39 to Mill Point West (right) on Rt 39 
apro* 3 miles. Watch for sign to cemetery on right. 

Approx. 2 mile S, of Green Bank, turn left onto Sheets Road. Go 2.9 miles In 
cemetery in field cm right. 

On Brush Run at Boyer. 

Norlh from Marlinton on U. S. 219 approx. 4 miles to Edray United Melhodisl 
Church. Cemetery is on hi I Imp beside church, ami plainly visible from U, S, 
219. 

North on U. S. 219 from Marlinton to Back Mountain Road. Turn right to 
bottom of hill to Y intcrscclion. Go left at Y, Note: Cemetery is on point of 
hill to left of Y, Continue to first driveway on left. Turn into driveway. 
Cemetery is off to left, 

1 mile South of Stony Bottom on Back Mountain Road. 

Near Jncox. 

On a knoll directly behind Travelers Repose at intersection of U. S. Rt. 250/28/92 
at Barlow. 

Visible on left just north of intersection of Ri r 28/250 at Thom wood. 

2,2 miles South of intersection of U. S. 219 and road to Snowshoc on Rt, 219, 
Turn left across Big Springs Fork. Angle left uphill about 1,000 feet to 
cemetery. 

North on Back Mountain Road 5.1 miles from intersection in Cass. Cemetery on 
right, and in view of road. 

Tills cemetery is located on BSA property at Dillcy's Mill, but across mouniain 
on Greenbrier River. It can only be reached by assistance of someone from 
Buckskin Scout Reservation. Need key to gain access. Recommend 4WD 
vehicle. 

At Wesley Chapel near Green Bank. 

From Marlinton Motor Inn on IL S. Route 219 four miles N. of Marlinton. turn 
right approx. 2 miles to intersection. Turn right and continue up mountain to 
White's Chapel United Methodist Church. Cemetery on right, back of church. 
Distance from Rt. 219 approximately 5 miles. 

On top of Droop Moon lain. 

North on U. S. 219 from Marlinton In DOII garaage. Ium right and May left at 
Y at 0.5 mile. Continue to Sccbcrt Wilfong Road on right. Turn right to firsi 


Warwick 
Oak Plate 

Wesley Chapel - Green Bank Road 
Slaves—Wooddcll & Conrad 
Lighmer 
Lambert 
Ryiter 

B.F*E Wood del I 
P.W.II Wooddcll 
LB. Sutton 

Wesley Chapel Area 
Wesley Chapel Church 
Hudson 
Ludy Taylor 
Jonas Kelley 
Burk (right band fork of 
Galford f s Creek) 


II euclics Run 
Gallon! 

Moore Run 
Jacob T Kerr 

Dunmore Area 
Dimmore 

McLaughlin (Thomas Creek) 
McLaughlin (Sillington Road) 
Gal ford (June Gal ford Farm) 

Glade Hill Area 
Gal foal 
Moore 

Not ling ham, William, Jr. 
Nottingham, Harvey 
Dilley 
Arbogast 


Hively 

Cass Area Mi, Zion 

Deer Creek ] levener Dilley 

Hilltop (Oliver) 

McLaughlin Brown's Mountain 

Tacy Kelley 

Randolph Gabbed (Green Bank- McLaughlin 
Cass Road) 


Possum Hollow 

Cass to Stony Bottom Sampson 

Geiger 
McCloud 
Stony Bottom 

(Dick Gioscclosc knows of at 
least 2 others) 


( 'lover Lick - Clover Creek 
Ligon 
McCloud 
Shinaberry 


REQUESTS FOR FAMILY INFORMATION 

FRIEL, George W. and F'amily — lie was killed in the Civil War. Daniel Harris, Beach Rd.. RL 3, Box 268, 
Auhum, NY 13021 

POWERS, Zebu a Mae. bom June 30, 19!6. Phyllis G. Moore, P. O. Box 50, Beaver Island, Ml 49782 
LONG, Jacob, in Pocahontas County before 1910, Mabel L. Tinney, R<* 3, Box 167, Weston, W V 26452 
SILVEY, Robert Daniel. Nancy C. Wooldridge. 15 Bcnbrcxifc Cr„ Roanoke, VA 24012 
MOORE, Charles London, married Mary Martha McLaughlin* Betty G* Shackelford, 9535 James Madison 
Hwy., Rapidan, VA 22733. 

CLARK, BROWN, KELLIS ON Families, Sharon Decker, 517 Clayton Si*. San Francisco, CA 94117* 
COG A R, POAGE Families, Tessin Brewer, 240 Alvorado St., Brisbane, CA 94005. 


Sharp - Raimown 

Sheets 

Slayton 

Smith 


Smith 11 


Stony Bottom 
Sunset 

Travelers Repose 

Vnode vender 
Vanicr 


Wan less 

Waugh/BSA 


Wesley Chapel 
While's Chapel 


Whiting 

Wilfong 


Wilnimith 
Wm Sharp, Jr 


Coniirtunl frnm Page 4 

South from Marlinton on O, S. 219/39 to Mill Point, West (right) on Rl 39 
aprox 3 miles. Watch for sign to cemetery on right. 

Approx. 2 mile S, of Green Bank, turn left onto Sheets Road. Go 2.9 miles to 
cemetery in Held on right 
On Brush Run at Boyer, 

North from Marlinton on IJ, S. 219 approx. 4 miles to Edray United Methodist 
Church. Cemetery is on hilltop beside church, and plainly visible from U, S. 
219, 

Noiih on U. S. 219 from Marlinton to Back Mountain Road, Turn right to 
bottom of hill to Y intersection. Go left at Y. Note: Cemetery is on point of 
hill to left of Y. Continue to first driveway on left* Turn into driveway. 
Cemetery is off to left. 

1 mile South of Stony Bottom on Back Mountain Rond. 

Near Jncox. 

On a knoll directly behind 't ravelers Repose at intersection of U, S. Rl, 250/28/92 
at Bartow. 

Visible on left just north of intersection of Rl. 2R/25G at 1 bom wood. 

2.2 miles Sou Hi of intersection of U. S. 219 and road to Snowshtte on 111. 219. 
Turn Icfl across Big Springs Fork. Angle left uphill about 1,000 feet to 
cemetery. 

Ninth on Back Mountain Road 5.1 miles from intersection in Cass. Cemetery on 
right, and in view of road. 

This cemetery is located on RSA property at Pi I ley's Mill, but across mountain 
on Greenbrier llivcr. It can only he reached by assistance of someone from 
Buckskin Seoul Reservation. Need key lit gain access. Recommend 4WI) 
vehicle. 

At Wesley Chapel near Green Bank. 

Prom Marlinton Motor Ino on II. S. Route 219 four miles N. of Marlinton. mm 
right approx. 2 miles to intersection. Turn right and continue up mountain to 
White's Chapel United Methodist Church. Cemetery on tight, back of church. 
Distance from Rl. 219 approximately 5 miles. 

On top of Droop Mountain. 

North on IT. S. 219 from Marlinton to DUH garangc. Turn right and slay left ai 
Y nl 0.5 mile. Continue to Sccbcrt Wilfong Road on right. Turn rigid to first 
unpaved road to rigid, Turn rigid a short distance to cemetery on left. 

Top or Allegheny. 

Prom Marlinton go North to 1)011 garage. Turn Right. Cross bridge, and keep 
left at Y. Continue approx. 5 miles to Stop sign. Turn right approx. .V4 mile to 
cemetery on left. 

On rigid aprox. 1/2 mile north on Rl. 28 from Barlow. 


Yeager-Arbogast 



i m i ntw 


Fair view IE 
Frost 

Gay - Jcrico Rd, 


Gibson 

Goodscll 


Grimes 


Grogg 

Gum 
1 Ian nail 


Harper 

Hartman 

Havener 

Hill 

Hilltop 

\ lively 


Hudson 


Huntersville 

Kcc 

Kcllison 

LeMastcrs 

McElwcc 

McLaughlin - Brown's Mtn. 
on 

McLaughlin - Dunmorc 
McLaughlin - Huntersville 


McLaughlin - Marlinton 
Meeks 

Moore 

Mi. Zion Church 


Nottingham 
UUl 1 iimtcrsville 
Pleasant Green 
Ruckmnn 

Salisbury or Saulsbury Road 


Sharp * Jcrico Rd, 


at Y at 0.5 mites) 3.5 mites to intersection. Turn right 2 miles to Eairview 
church. 

On left, approx. KKJ yards past Fair view Church. 

On Hilllop back of small brick church alt of Rl. 84 in Frost, 

Located on the right of Jerico Rd as you travel toward Marlinton from the Hamlin 
Chapel (Old Log Church). It is difficult to see from road. The cemetery has not 
been used for some years. 

On left of U 5. 219 near Slaty Fork from Marlinton. 

Approx, 1 mile east of Frank on Rt. 250. Just before first service station on left 
Turn left through gate, slay left at Y uphill to cemetery. Travel possible in car 
when dry. Road is rough. Distance from gate approx. 1/4 - 1/2 mile. Might be 
heller to walk. 

U. 5. 219 North from Marlinton to Back Mountain Road. Turn right and 
continue 10-15 miles to Woods Poagc Chapel next right to right. Turn right 1.1 
miles to cemetery on right. Cemetery is in pasture visible from road. 

From Arbovalc go north on Route 92 1.6 miles to intersection. Turn right 0.7 
miles on left in field. 

On left 10.7 miles north of Cass on Back ML Road 

North on U. S. 219 from Marlinton approx. 10 miles. Watch for Gibson 
Ccmcicry on left. Immediately after passing Gibson Cemetery, turn left into first 
farm road. Keep left at next road to gate. Cemetery will he to your right on the 
right side of valley. You must walk to this cemetery. 

Rome 92 north of Minnehaha Springs. 

At or near Arbovalc 

North on Back Mountain Road 9.7 miles from intersection in Cass. Cemetery is 
on left in view of road. 

Ixibclia, 

North on Back Mountain Road 2.3 miles from intersection in Cass, Tuns left 
onto gravel road 0.3 miles. Cemetery is on left in view' of roadway. 

East of Rt. 39 from Marlinton to Rl. 28. Left on Rt. 28 to road to right just 

before Pocahontas High School. Turn right, on Rl. 13 approx. _miles. 

Cemetery wilt be left on hillside. 

From Green Dank go East on Wesley Chapel Road 1.5 mites to intersection. 
Turn right 2.8 miles to next intersection at Wesley Chapel. Turn left 0.8 miles. 
Cemetery is on hillside to right. Landowner lives in house on immediate rigid 
across stream. 

On hilltop in. ami to south of. community of Huntersville, 

South on U S. 219 from Marlinton approx 4 miles to Bucks Run Road on right. 
Turn right 0.2 miles to cemetery on hill top on left. 

Near Sunset Cemetery at Jncox 

North on Back ML Rond from Cass, 14.6 miles. Cemetery is on left. 

On lawn of Minnehaha Springs Methodist Church, 34- unmarked graves. 
Approximately I mile E. of Huntersville, turn left onto unpaved road. Continue 
on unpaved road to gate. Property be tongs to Doug JciL Cemetery is on knoll 
left approximately 1/2 mile beyond gale. 

From intersection of Routes 28/92 at Dunmore, go south 0.5 mile. Turn right, 
anil go around 2.0 miles to cemetery on right. 

East from Marlinton on Rt. 39 to intersection of Rl. 28. Turn left on Rl. 28 to 
next paved road to right. Turn right to near end of road. Turn left on unpaved 
road. Cemetery is on the right of roadway which goes up steep hill. 

Within the city limits of Marlinton. On Hamilton Hill. 

This cemetery approximately 0.5 miles south of Stony Bottom cemetery on same 
side of road. It is downhill from road and may be difficult to see. 

East of Minnehaha Springs on Route 92, Cemetery on hilltop on left of road. 
Fast from Marlinton on Rt, 39 to intersection with Rt, 28. Turn left onto Rl. 
28, Continue to Gordon Dillcy Road, Turn right and continue approximately 4 
miles to Mt. Zion Church (old log structure), and cemetery. 

From Green Bank 2 mile south to Sheets Road. Turn left on Sheets Road 4.1 
miles to cemetery on hilltop on left. 

In town of Huntersville. 1 understand many of the original headstones have been 
removed Bom the graves, and have been discarded over a nearby enbankment, 

Rt. 219 North of Hillsboro to Seebcrt Road, Right onto Scebcrl Road 0-.4 mile 
to unused Pleasant Green Church on left. Cemetery Is behind church. 

At Mill Point 

From Arbovalc. north on Route 92, 2.5 miles to intersection on right. Turn 
right 0.5 miles to next intersection. Turn right 0.87 miles to Y. Slay right at Y 
0.2 mile to cemetery. Cemetery is on right, and downhill from roadway. 

From intersection of U. 8, 219/39 at Marlinton go South 3/4 mile to Jcrico 
Road. Turn right onto Jcrico Rd. approx. 3 miles. Incomplete. 
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resi awhile. Hie Indian leader, an old man, sat on this rock. Around his shoulders hung a bear's intestine filled with 
commeal mush. This he would squeeze out and cat Tor his lunch, llicnce tire Indians proceeded on a bcc line 
westward over the Warm Springs Mountain, and on the evening of tiic first day camped on Muddy Run, about five 
miles north east of the Warm Springs. 

On die second day they crossed Jacksons River near Warwickton. Back Creek Mountain, and camped near die 
mouth of Little Back Creek, now Mourn a in Gove. The boy prisoner, Joseph Maysc, was placed to sleep between 
two warriors. He was made very uncomfortable by a large root of the tree under which they had Lain down to sleep. 
His sufferings becoming too painful to endure, he took one of the Indians by the hand and placed it on the source of 
his misery. I le understood the trouble and made the oilier lie over and give the young prisoner a softer place to sleep. 

The third day they crossed the Alleghany and camped about half way bel ween Marlinton and Huntersville, Early 
on the fourth day, just after crossing the Greenbrier River at the Island ford, the Indians and their prisoners were 
overtaken by a pursuing party. The young prisoner was on a pack hor.se, and it, becoming frightened when die 
skirmish opened, ran off and became entangled in some grape vines. The boy was pulled off into a thicket of nettles. 
Ibe Indians were so closely pressed they had not time to turn and kill the boy. 'Hie Indians were pursued some 
distance up Stony Creek and Indian Draft, but could not be overtaken. On their return the pursuing party picked up 
die young prisoner, still in die nettles near the fording, and look him back to the settlement_ 

The infant had been dashed to death against a tree on the first approach of the pursuers. It was buried nc^ir the 
crossing of die Marlin Run hi Marlinton, (Across the road from the home of Pearl Ward, near the PennzoU Station.) 

Light or nine years after his captivity Joseph Mnyse was a soldier in the bailie of Point Pleasant, and was 
severely wounded. Forty-six years afterwards his wounded teg was amputated above the knee, by Dr. Charles Lewis, 
who came all the way from Lynchburg and remained with his patient six weeks. Joseph Maysc served as magistrate 
between forty-five and fifty years, and was twice high sheriff. . ,, (In Bath County), 

Mrs. Mayse, Mrs. Sloan, arid the nameless white girl were taken to die Indian (owns near Chilicothe, aboul 275 
miles from Marlinton, by the route taken by their captors. From Chilicothe they made Uieir way towards Detroit, 
By die aid of friendly Indians they received directions, and finally reached Pennsylvania and thence home, after an 
absence of about fifteen months. 

Letter from Marvin Hill 

The following is a list or those cemeteries for which a canvass has been completed as of April 1994, I believe 
there arc near 70 on die list, Otiicrs are in progress. 

While collecting the information, if we did not know die proper name (if the cemetery, wc, for die most part, 
used die most prevalent name which appeared on die stones, I realize some of these arc in error. Thus, we need hdp 
to correct die names. 

Also, at last count, 1 had located 146 ccmeieries in Pocahontas, hut I know there are many others which have not 
been found, Wc need help with the location of any cemetery. 

Those wishing to help should write to the Allegheny Regional Family History Society* P. O. Box 1804, Elkins, 
WV 26241, or they may call Mrs. Violet McElwee at 572-2285, That is a toll free call from Pocahontas County, 
Mrs. McElwce has a map of die county, and a list of those completed. 

Frank Young did make a list from thirteen cemeteries in the County during the 1936 WPA project. Most of 
those were around die Edray area. Hie Cochran and DuHietd were two. Thank goodness he preserved die information 
from DufficId. 

Thank you for your help, and my sinecrest thanks to the Historical Society for die invitation and chance to bring 
tiiis project to their attention. 

Marvin O, Hill 

P. S. I did get a response from two people in die Green Bank/Durbin area from the release in die Himes," Both 
are helping with dial area. 


Cemeteries Canvassed in Pocahontas County, West Virginia as of April 1994 
Ccmeiery_ Directions 

Arbovale in community or Ar bo vale, WV 

Bartow Church At Church in Bartow* WV 

Bethel Souihern Methodist Church East on Rt. 39 from Marlinton to intersection of Rt. 28, Left on Rt. 28 to 

"Gordon Dillcy Road.” Right on "Gordon Diltcy Road" to Bcthct, 1st Church on 
Left. 


Bethel UMC 

Big Springs Prcsby. Ch. 

Boyer 

Bruffey 

Bussard/Biizzard 

Corsn 


Curry 

Dillcy 


Dillcy at Dimmorc 


North "Back Mountain Road_miles from intersection in Cass* WV* to Bethel 

\ billed Methodist Church, Cemetery is on grounds of Church, 

From U, S, 219 and intersection to Snowshoe. Turn toward Snowshoe Ski 
Resort, Church on left just after turning. 

At Boyer, visible from raid way 
At Emmanuel Church, Lobelia 

One mile N. on Rt, 92 from Frost. On small knoll visible from highway. 

North from Marlinton on U. S, 219 to Back Mountain road. Turn right onto 
Back Mtn. Road. Continue 10-15 miles to Woods Poagc Chapel. Go just past 
Woods Poagc Chapel to next roadway to right. Turn right 0,2 mites to cemetery 
on right. 

Visible on hiIIlop to N, of intersection of Rts. 92 and 84 at Frost. 

East from Marlinton on Rt. 39 to intersection with Rt. 28. Turn left onto Rt. 28 
and continue to Gordon Dillcy Road on right. Turn onto Gordon Diltcy Road to 
first intersection. Turn right at first intersection to first 2 story farm home on 
lefi, (residence of Mr. and Mrs, Gordon Dillcy). Cemetery is on hill behind 
home. May or may not be visible from road. 

On Dewey and Madge Gat ford property approx, 1 mile south of Dun more on 
Route 92. Not visible from highway. 





Family of OLIVE R. RATLIFF RITCHIE, daughter of Etva M. Ratliff and Jo Anna SS. Collins Ratliff — 
Mrs. Eva Nevin. 912 Elizabeth St., Lebanon, Pennsylvania 17042 

ARBOGAST/BUSSARD Families — Rosemary Pickets 1826 55th Court, Cicero, Illinois 60650 

HANNAH Family — Mary Judy Kuehster, 2696 Deming BJvdL, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 

JOHN MYLES and JANE HANNA Descendants — David Myles White, 2033 Rear Ridge Road, Dundalk 
Maryland 21222 

THOMAS HATTON/HATTEN — Kathryn Carlson, 912 Burning Bush Court, Gaylord, Michigan 49735 

RICH ARD and ELIJAH HUDSON — Oscar M. Hudson, 18015 Heator Drive, Houston, Texas 77084 

JOHN W. GOODSELL — Died 2-13-31; established Pocahontas Tannery in Frank; wife GEORGIA ANNE 
BAKER GOODSELL; State Board of Regents 1900; need newspaper articles and any other info, Julian Hamed, 
9301 Rob net Place, Vienna, VA 22181. 

Family History Letter 

Mrs, Frances Eskridge; 

I have just recently completed, to my knowledge, the first major work on the family and descendants of 
Jacob Keckley, Sr., of Frederick County, Virginia. Jacob lived there from as early as mid 1740's to his death in 
1789—many of his descendants have lived and died in the area. There arc many there today. However, one of his 
sons. Valentine Cackley, migrated to present-day Pocahontas County, West Virginia. His descendants continue to 
live there. 

I am wondering if if would be possible to advertise this book in your newsletter? This book does not deal 
with personalities, careers, means of livelihood nor personal matters. Most of the descendants are today Kackleys 
and Keckleys—the Cackleys are less numerous, or 1 have not found as many in my over 30 years of 
searching—but they are all related and descendants of the original Jacob Keckley. Following is a partial 
description: 

JACOB'S HOUSE; CACKLEWKACKLEY/KECKLEY FAMILY 707 pages 4 11? pages Index, 6"*9", printed 
on #50 natural acid-free paper, casebound in group C Roxite cloth {red linen finish). Cover and front stamped 
with title. No photographs. Smalt print. Price: $59.77 postpaid. Libraries 15% discount. Order from; 
Elizabeth F. Qualls, Rt. I, Box 300, Evening Shade, Arkansas 725332-9756. 

WANTED — A vo l unte ei_tojd£aQ-aijne-Dld cash regi ster from the Peoples Store: it went through the flood. 

nr STORY ITEMS 

James Wooddell, of Green Bank, is still reading old papers and perusing the old order books at the Court 
House. He gave us these items for the Newsletter. 

Pocahontas County Court Order Book 5 - Pages 126 Sc 127 — June 1. IS52; 

On motion of Jobnathon B. Casefoolt, it is ordered that George W. Amiss, Josiah Beard, James VV. Miller, 
and Sherman Clark be appointed viewers to layoff and mark the way for a road, from the House of George W, 
Amiss to Josiah Beard's Mill by way of Casebolt's Mill, and that they make said road as layed off by them, and 
report to Court the Conveniences and inconveniences that will result as well to individuals, as the publick, should 
said road be established, and make their report to the next Court, 

Ordered that William H. Ervine be assigned to work on the precinct 4 public road of which William Waugh 
is surveyor. 

Chrisitopher Smiting, bom August 1826 in Utrich, one of the States of Holland, and who emigrated to the 
United States 1st May 1847 Sc has been a resident of Virginia ever since his arrival in the United States, this day 
declared, on oath, that it is bona fid e his intention to become a citizen of the United States, Sc renounce forever, all 
allegiance & fidelity to any foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovreignty whatever and particularly to the 
Sovereignty of Holland. 

Cornelius J. Smiting, born 4th January 1790 in Utrich, one of the States of Holland, Sc who emigrated to 
the United States, 1st May 1847 Sc has been a resident of Virginia ever since his arrival in the United States, this 
day declared on oalh, that it is bona fide his intention to become a citizen of the United States Sc renounce forever 
all allegiance & fidelity to any foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty, whatever, and particularly to the 
Sovereignty of Holland. 

Nicholas Smiting, bom 18th June 1821 in Utrich, one of the Holland States, & who emigrated to the 
United Stales 1st May 1847 & has been a resident of Virginia ever since his arival in the United States, this day 
declared on oalh, that it is bona fidff his intention to become a citizen of the United States & renounce forever all 
allegiance Sc fidelity in any Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatever, and particularly to the Sovereignty 
of Holland. 

John Van re nan, bom I4lh November 1804 in Utrich, one of the States of Holland, and who emigrated to the 
United States 1st of May 1847 Sc has been a resident of Virginia ever since his arrival in the United States, this 
day declared on oath, that it is bona fide his intention to become a citizen of the United Stales Sc renounce forever 
all allegiance Sc fidelity to any Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatever, & particularly to the Sovreignty 
of Holland. 


The Pocahontas Times, 29 Jun 1893 Home Town News - A letter from Mr. Henry White announces that the 
comer stone of the new church to be erected near Driscol will be laid on the 9lh of July next 
13 lul 1893 Biographical Sketch, JOHN McNETL - This person, familiarly known as "Big John" to distinguish 
him from two or three other contemporary Johns, is deserving of special mention as a citizen of prominence and 
marked influence and usefulness, in this community, in his day. 

He was bom April 20, 1793, at the Swago Mill, now in possession of the McClmtics. His parents were 
Jonathan and Phoebe McNeil. The mother was a daughter of Moses Moore, the renowned pioneer, hunter and 
trapper. "Aunt Phoebe" was remarkable for her piely, industry, common sense, candour, plainness of speech and 
















kindness of heart. She managed die grist mill for years, taking off and putting on the sacks of meal and flour with 
amazonian dexterity and ease. In later years she merely superintended the grinding, keeping some one of her 
numerous grandsons to do the heavy work. 

Squire McNeil was married Sept. 3* 181t, in the 19di year of his age P to Rebecca McNeil, a near relative, 
and settled on Dry Creek. Their family numbered three sons and eight daughters. 

In boyhood, he was busily employed working the crops, digging in caves for saltpetre, assisting in running 
the grist mill, the power mill and the sawmill. 

By diligent selfimprovement in the meanwhile he acquired all that was deemed essential at that period, to fit 
himself for a teacher. He taught school for many years and educated his own family and the families of his 
neighbors. 

For much of his early life there were no physicians resident nearer than Warm Springs and Lewisburg. 
Consequently sick people had to rely upon improvised home treatment. Mr. McNeil procured and read medical 
books, and with the assistance of Dianah Saunders, and others experienced in nursing the sick, the people of 
Swago and vicinity were remarkably well cared for. In the later years of his life he was sent for from other 
neighborhoods. These services were in the main gratuitously rendered. 

In politics he was a Democrat, in religion a fervent disciple of Wesley. He died November 10, 1861. He 
sleeps in a well preserved grave in the Buckley Cemetery, one of the best cared for burial grounds in the county. 
"Life's duty done, securely laid Unheeded o'er his silent dust 

fn this his I asst retreat The storms oflife may beat. 

Dunmore News - Samuel Kline, Jr. is running the Dunmore null. Little Owen Kerr, 2 1/2 years old, son of 
Renick and Belle Kerr, was kicked in the head by a horse on Friday evening last and instantly killed. He was 
buried at Dunmore-- 

Home Town News - Many were shocked to hear of the sudden death of William Campbell, at Huntersville, last 
Thursday, He dropped dead on the front porch of Loury and Doyle's store . . native bom Scotchman . . .five 
children including John E. Campbell, editor of the Alleghany Sentinel. 

Green Bank News - Mr. James Benson of Monterey, Va. has rented L. Wiseman's steam sawmill and has started to 
sawing. Died, on Back Alleghany on the 8th inst. of diptheria, Miss Cassell, daughter of John Cassell. There 
will be a public meeting at this place on the 20lh. The object is to take steps to start a high school 

20 JtiI 1893 Home Town News - A, M, Oliver of Green Bank District resigned the office of Constable, The 

contract for building a new couihouse and jail was awarded the Manly Manufacturing Company of Dalton, Ga. at 
$28,483_ 

27 Jul 1893 , , . . . Wallace Sheets, son of George Sheets, age 15 years, died at Robert Sutton's on Back 
Alleghany of diphtheria. Also a daughter of Robert Sutton, age 9 years, died last week with the same disease. 

10 Aug 1892 Dunmore News - A rattler struck Arthur Noel on the leg, and he carried the snake a dozen yards 
before he could shake him off. He wore corduroy pants, and ihe snake did not strike the flesh. 

Green Bank News - Died on the 5lh inst., on Back Alleghany of diphtheria, a little girl aged 10 years, of Newton 
Gum. 

17 Aug 1893 Green Bank News - Two more of Newton Gum's children have died of diptheria and he and his wife 
are down with the disease. Mr. Thomas Cassell and child are low, and Robert Sutton's are belter - he has lost three. 
24 Aug 1893 Green Bank News - Died on the 17th inst. of diphtheria near Traveler's Repose, a son of Daniel 
Stone, aged 15 years. 

31 Aug 1893 Certificates of teachers and percent: No. I: M. G. Mathews, 95; John S, Moore, 94; C. S. 
McNulty, 92; Nora Bobbetl, 92; Annette Ugon, 91; Alice Clark, 91; W. F. Snedegar, 90; J, A, McLaughlin, 90; 
W. H. Sharer, 90; G. E. Moore, 90; Allie Baxter, 90; Una C Hill, 90; No. 2: Claudia Dysard. 90; Lula 
Burner, 87; Verdie Clark, 87; Neva McNeil, 86; Emma Burner, 86; Alice McLaughlin, 86; Ella Kerr, 85; Lena 
McLaughlin, 85; Maggie Eagle, 85; Lula A, Bobbett, 84; Bertie Beard, 84; Georgia Hannah, 84; Nora Riley, 84; 
Mattie Curry, 84; W. L. Anderson, 83; Altie McLaughlin, 83; Birdie Baxter, 83; Joanna Silva, 81; Lena 
Kennison, 80; Nora Kennison, 80. No. 3 * None. Issued: Dennis McNeil, aged 14, made an average grade of 81 
but was too young to be eligible for a certificate to teach. 

7 Sep 1893 Green Bank News - Died near Traveler's Repose of diptheria, Miss Oara Griffin, age about 20 years. 

21 Sept 1893 Green Bank News -..„„The Graded School will open on the 25th instead of the 18th inst. as the 
Principal failed to get here on time. 

4 Ian 1894 - Died; Judge William T* Gammon, once a prominent citizen of our county, and of late years a 
resident of the State of Missouri, died of heart failure Dec. 11th at the Hot Springs, Arkansas, aged about 67 years. 
He was a Ruling Elder in his church, filled several important positions while a citizen of Pocahontas County, and 
was for several years a Probate Judge in Missouri. Home News - Andy Taylor, of Williams's River, has a fine 
shepherd dog who will extinguish any fire that is of such a nature to make it possible for him to do so, such as a 
lighted match thrown on the floor beside him. If a newspaper is lighted he will roll over it until the fire is quite 
out. 

19 Apr 1894 A SLAVE'S TRIBUTE - We are allowed to publish the following letter, copied verbatim from the 
original, found among the papers of the late Mrs. John W t Warwick, No one can fail to recognize the pathos and 
beauty of expression of the Christian that seems to creep unbidden into this letter. The writer, a former slave of 
the Warwicks, is long since dead: the 5, 1876 

Staunton, Va August 

My dear mistress l rite this to let you that I never forgot you pleas tell me how all are and giv my lov to all and 
pics dont wonder at this writing for 1 did it myself. 1 cante spel good but however 1 hope you can make it out. 
When 1 spent the winter at the springs I were on able to get to see you but 1 remember very well how you told Ime 
about god. I find him kind having tender mercy since he will not forsake us> every messenger of affliction may be 
regarded as coming to us with an olive branch in one hand ■ a love token gathered in bowers of paradice and in ihe 
other, a cup, mingled by one too gracious to put in one needless ingredient of sorrow, thou shall not be burned 
neither shall the flames kindle upon thee. Since 1 have seen you I met many strange trials but god has been good 
















,,w ™ me cro P s - mggrng in caves for saltpetre, assisting in running 

the gnst mill, the power mill and the sawmill. 6 

By diligent selfimprovement in the meanwhile he acquired all that was deemed essential at that period, to fit 

himself for a teacher. He taught school for many years and educated his own family and the families of his 
neighbors. 

For much of his early life there were no physicians resident nearer than Warm Springs and Lew is burg 
Consequently sick people had to rely upon improvised home treatment. Mr. McNeil procured and read medical 
books, and with the assistance of Dianah Saunders, and others experienced in nursing the sick, the people of 
Swago and vicinity were remarkably well cared for. In the later years of his life he was sent for from other 
neighborhoods. These services were in the mam gratuitously rendered. 

In politics he was a Democrat, in religion a fervent disciple of Wesley. He died November 10 1861 He 
sleeps in a well preserved grave in the Buckley Cemetery, one of the best cared for burial grounds in (he county 
Life s duty done, securely laid Unheeded o'er his silent dust 

In this his I asst retreat The S ( 0rms of life may beat. 

Dunmore News - Samuel Kline, Jr. is running the Dunmore mill. Little Owen Kerr, 2 M. years old, son of 
emck and Belle Kerr, was kicked in the head by a horse on Friday evening last and instantly killed He was 
buried at Dunmore.«*„. 

Home Town News - Many were shocked to hear of the sudden death of William Campbell, at Huntersville, last 
Thursday. He dropped dead on the from porch of Loury and Doyle's store , . native bom Scotchman five 
children including John E. Campbell, editor of the Alleghany Sentinel. 

Green Bank News - Mr. James Benson of Monterey, Va. has rented L. Wiseman’s steam sawmill and has Started to 
sawmg. Died, on Back Alleghany on the 8th inst. of diptheria, Miss Cassell, daughter of John Cassell There 
will be a public meeting at this place on the 20th. The object is to take steps to start a high school 
20 Ju l Home Town News - A. M. Oliver of Green Bank District resigned Ihe office of Constable The 
2S I 2S r ° r bmlding a new coulhouSe and jail was awarded the Manly Manufacturing Company of Dalton, Ga, at 

ZLMd^i v . - Wallace Sheets, son of George Sheets, age 15 years, died at Robert Sutton’s on Back 

llcghany of drphthena. Also a daughter of Robert Suiron, age 9 years, died last week with the same disease. 

IQ Au e 1S9 2 Dunmore News ■ A rattler struck Arthur Noel on the leg, and he carried the snake a dozen yards 
betore he could shake him off. He wore corduroy pants, and the snake did not strike the flesh. 

Gum* Ban * Die< * ° n *** ^T1SL, ° n BaCk Alleghany of diphtheria, a little girl aged 10 years, of Newton 

12Au£J323 Green Bank News - Two more of Newton Gum’s children have died of diptheria and he and his wife 
are down with the disease, Mr. Thomas Cassell and child are tow, andRobert Sutton's are better - he has lost three, 
24 Aug 1893 Green Bank News - Died on the 17th inst. of diphtheria near Traveler’s Repose, a son of Daniel 
Stone, aged 15 years. 

3 1 Au g 1893 Certificates of teachers and percent: No, 1: M. G, Mathews, 95; John $* Moore, 94; C S 
McNuUy 92: Nora Bobbett, 92; Annette Ligon, 91; Alice Clark, 91; W. E Snedegar, 90; J. A, McLaughlin, 90; 
W T H. Shafer, 90; G. E. Moore, 90; Allie Baxter, 90; Una C Hill, 90; No. 2; Claudia Dysard. 90; Lula 
Burner, 87; Verdie Clark* 87; Neva McNeil* 86; Emma Burner, 86; Alice McLaughlin, 86; Ella Kerr. 85; Lena 
McLaughlin, 85; Maggie Eagle* 85; Lula A. Bobbeit, 84; Bertie Beard, 84; Georgia Hannah, 84; Nora Riley, 84; 
Mattie Curry, 84; W. L. Anderson, 83: Afire McLaughlin, 83; Birdie Baxter, 83; Joanna Silva. 81; Lena 
Kerim son , 80; Nora Kennison, 80. No. 3 - None. Issued: Dennis McNeil, aged 14, made an average grade of 81 
but was too young to be eligible for a certificate to teach. 

182 3 Green Bank News - Died near Traveler's Repose of diptheria. Miss Clara Griffin, age about 20 yearn* 

2L 5ept 1893 Green Bank News -.The Graded School will open on the 25th instead of Ihe 18th inst as the 

Principal failed to get here on time, 

4 Jan 1 894 - Died; Judge William T* Gammon, once a prominent citizen of our county, and of late years a 
resident of the State or Missouri, died of heart failure Dec. Itih at the Hot Springs, Arkansas, aged about 67 years. 
He was a Ruling Elder in his church, filled several important positions while a citizen of Pocahontas County, and 
was for several years a Probate Judge in Missouri. Home News - Andy Taylor, of Williams’s River, has a fine 
shepherd dog who will extinguish any fire that is of such a nature to make it possible for him io do so, such as a 
lighted match thrown on the floor beside him. If a newspaper is lighted he will roll over it until the fire is Quite 
out. n 

1 9 Apr 1S94. A SLAVE S TRIBUTE - We are allowed to publish the following letter, copied verbatim from the 
original, found among the papers of the late Mrs. John W. Warwick. No one can fail to recognize the pathos and 
beauty of expression of the Christian that seems to creep unbidden into this letter. The writer, a former slave of 
the Warwicks, is long since dead: the 5, 1876 

Staunton, Va August 

My dear mistress J rite this to let you that I never forgot you pleas tell me how all are and grv my lov to all and 
pies dont wonder at this writing for I did rt myself. I cante spel good but however 1 hope you can make it out. 
When 1 spent the winter at the springs 1 were on able to get to see you but I remember very well how you told tme 
about god. I find him kind having tender mercy since he will not forsake us. every messenger of affliction may be 
regarded as coming to us with an olive branch in one hand - a love token gathered in bowers of paradice and in the 
other, a cup, mingled by one too gracious to put in one needless ingredient of sorrow, thou shall not be burned 
neither shall the flames kindle upon thee. Since 1 have seen you I met many strange trials but god has been good 
in the midst of the veiy midst of the sea’s tempest to say fear not it is 1 be not afraid. I have no mother for god 
has taken her* l do not think I will be here long - a few days and ] bid this world adue. 
give my lov to all MARY COLEMAN 
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Decatur, Illinois 
March 24, 1957 


Dr. J 0 hn 0. McHeel 
112? Pine Street 
St, Iouis 1, Missouri 
Dear D r, McNeel: 

Your letter of the 22nd inst, arrived this a. m,, in re: the postoffice of 
Millppirtt, W. Va,, oiiginally Cackleytown, and same inquiry concerning the 
Cackley Family, 

You seem to have settled at least the time that Millpoint, Virg., (now W. Va.) 
became a B. S, Post Office, however, the name of the town could have been 
changed earlier than the date the P. 0. was established. 

I have a copy of a letter nckaa written on Feb, 6, 1893 by Dr, Cephus Kackley 
Mayslie, Ky ., to Wm, H. Cackley, of Ronceverte, W, Va., (this Win. H. C,. the 
son (8) Valentine Cackley, Jr., not the ten. H. Ca of near Millpoint) in which 
he was seeking info, about the Virg. Cackleys - and his letter* contained the 
following paragraph - ''ixaMaiixMtxfaoDbc In a list of battle skirmishes in Va. 
t 5^“, , ® narae uackleytown. I could not find such a postoffice. Where is it? 

I think Win. Cackley spoke of the place when at father's." 

Of course this has reference to Civil War skirmishes and this would be thirty 

the \ P * °* Dept * Reeorda 3how that the town was Millpoint. 
(186^ less 1835-30 years). However between 1862 and I865 the residents and the 
Civil war soldiers and correspondents evi ently still called the little village 
Cackleytown, The above listed 1893 letter was where I conceived the idaa that 
Cackleytown did not become Millpoint until the latter part of the Civil War or 
later. The above named Dr. Cephus Kackley was of the 4th generation, a son of 
(4) Joseph (none) and Elizabeth (Turner) Ka., and he a son of (4) Elias (none) 
Kackley, Sr., a son of Jacob Kecklay, Sr. (1701-1788), or Gen. No, 1. 

You ask the privilidg© to look ovor my Cackley data at some time and that Rill 
-.ackley may have given me much of this material. Bill had sent no data, until 
a letter came on Mch. 22nd, in which he sent Info, for his branch, his parents, 
grandparents, and grat grd. parents (Gen. No. 3) of Levi (none), Sr., and 

Bradshaw C a ckley. He sent no date, not even names for his gradfatber 
(5 Wm. James Ca,), 3 brothers and two sisters, 

I note that you are compiling a History of the McNeel F a mily, therefore, I am 
wondering how far beck you may know about the original Keckley ancestors, who 
came to the colonies and if you know about the three spellings of the original 
family name of - Keckley — namely - Keckley, Kackley & Cackley. 


Before I forget it - you are welcome to come look over my Keckley FAmily History 
Data, at any time it may suit your convienence - however - I wish to state that ny 
"Cackley Branches" data IS LIMITED, as I personally have contacted none of the 
"Cackley Branches" - I ran onto Bill in a rather peculiar manner, I wrote the 
Assoc, of Commerce at Millpoint not then knowing it was such a small village - my 
letter^was sent to the Prison Camp - then relayed to tea. H. Cackley of the Twin 
Oakes ram — and he replied - ny inquiry concerned the date that Cackleytown became 
Millpoint - and Bill did not know. 


I will explain a little more about the Keckley F. History, processiong of data 
It looks like we will not be compiling for 20 Or 30 years yet. There are at 
present 3 Historians and a General Geneologist - so engaged, I have been working 
on this history for only about 5f years. The Ben'l Genealogist about 8 years - 
at present we have catalogued probably over 9,000 ancestors and descendants, I 
alone - have added over 4,000 in ny 5^ years, or almost j pf our total. 

I put in about 3 years on the Keckley Bchs. ONLY, and while doing so - ran into 
a Kackley Bch. out in Nebraska, who changed his last name to Keckley - and at 
that time he had 8 children, ranging in age from 6 to 22 years - and they all 
became Keckley(s) without ary legal procedure EXCEPT BEES oldest s on who applied 






with his father* This instance threw me into processing "Kaekley" Branches - 
before - I was ready to do so - therefore, for the pasy Zj years + - I 
have been '’processing" Kaekley" Branches. 

Our "Gen’l Genealogist” - "Mr. Finley B. Campbell" of Pleasant City, Ohio - 
has been "processing" mostly - "Cackley" Branches, therefore, he has MORE 
"CACKIE1" detail data than we other 3 "Historians" - though - we all do 
know about what work each of we four are doing. 

I have, I would roughly say - probably 300 ? Cackley" nanes, beginning with Gen, 

No. 2 of "Valentine and Mary (Fiye) Cackley" and their 6 sons and 4 daughters - 
names only _ no dates - on the 3rd Geft*s - I have a few dates - but from the 4th 
Gen. onward on some of the Bchs. I do have both names and dates. Mr. Campbell, 

I am sure has much more "Cackley data” than he has sent me. 

We four "Historians" searched for some 9 8 years to finally PROVE that the ORIGINAL 

name here in the "Colonies" was "Keckley" but - we still can Not locate the 
leading record of the 1st Gen*m, of "Jacob Keckley, Sr." - He evidently came 
here in the late 1720's or early 1730*s. Which IS too early for the first 
"ship loa ding recors" at Phila., Penn., shown in " Rupp*s Thirty Thousand 
names", which includes the Immigrants in Penn," from 1727 to 1776, or jjO years. 




In his article "The Cackleys" - he 
Caquelin" As our origlnial ancestor 
as if spelled Cackelie. They sailed 


- he sets up the French Family" of "Sebastian 
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Th© "Master’s" Ust showed 120 males, xXhm 16 & upwards - less 2 deceased - 
leaves 118 - but - only 112 signed the other two lists - so 6 evidently went 
to other colonies to settle. 

A distant relative of "Chas. B. Johnson" - "Mrs, W, E. Collins" thru (1) 

8r * d J r * Rachel (£a ) (Y oe) now Tost, and others* She Gen. No. 
^chnson "source"for tt* he to use his "theory- = a«i she actually 

W9rs our ori € inial ancestors. I will relate more of ^ 
nrs* w* c■* Collins” la tar on* 

FlS? ld bth®3e "Caquelins" as our original ancestors for three reasons* 
l W9 Were ^ 7mm '» SECOND - none of the names of 

^ ! K ?K erloh or Jeai } appeared in the Jacob Keekley, Sr., Branch, or 
any o. his children, or grand children-s Bchs.; THIRDU - his namesake Jacob 
Jr., spelled his name KECKLSY , as did his 5 children? ’ Ja °° b * 

”ff? 1 TL eri * UNEAQE" by any of Sebastian"s Sr. ? children marrying into 
eiU^-Ke - K. or Sajkley" Family. If I could have coataeted^S^leJ^ 

' 10 “ aU 1 to "> —<« to SSS 

^ e «th i +b?r All£l ^ ia J ne ^ Uw " ° f 1718 111 **“ of Penn." finally caught 

2? the Caquelin Family in its third generation in Penn, or in about 1760 
when they became - Cockley _ Gockley & Cocklin (s)." % 1 60 * 

but* a ^b Ut WMrS * W \F* CollinsB - ■he was not what I would call a "Historian" 
ut - she was searching for an ancestor who was a Rev, War Soldier" - so - 

V e , COU i 8 become a "D. A. R." She traced down - "Kackley^- Whiteman - Tribbv 
ftov’ ^s^ldLI^ , Lj Iri ) , 0oU1 !?7” Sha kns ” °“ t U) John iULckley, sr 

*? «“t to the 1700-8 bwafcy line,- m ,££ SjJggg 1 . eh. 
(actually Je"n Caouellnl 11 ^ Curtber If n ‘I <=«•».» Penn,, aid took a John COCHEr 

-ver fired a gun at em-bedy 2 2 . r *hd Unc.at« Oo Penn- Be - probably 
in 1781. v 111 Kev * War - as the peace treaty was signed 

She engineered" her lineage this way: Etaaa Barnes Collins, dtr. of Sarah M. 

Tribley Collins, dtr. of Francis Tost Tribley, dtr. of Rachel Cackley (actually 
Eacklsy - D. E. K.) Yost, dtr. of John Cockley and the said John Kackley a 
son of Jacob Sidfeley (actually Kecklsy . D. E. E.) To support this "John Cockley" 
under ancestor’s services" she brought in: an archivist, Penn, state Library: 
French liuguenots; Sebastian Coquelin, his sons Sebastian (he died and never V 
reached Penn. - D. E. K.), Dietrich and Jean; Anna Kay Gogley - a member Penn. 
Siguenot Soc., from "Jean"; John Cooley, owner of grist mills near Winchester, Va,: 
who was one of four brothers who operated mills near Capon Springs, Va.; about 
l 812 %was - 61/ “ A * K *) Kaciaey (Keekley- Cocley - Cackley) came to 

Guernsey Co., Ohio from Winchester, Va. The name is also spelled "Gogley - 
Keeley - Euechele - Eochlein - Cockley.” J 

Thir was sure a "master-piece of-deeeit" * but she becao* a "D. A* R." 
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After - 3 yrs. searching - I secured her "Old Stell Bread Box" full of letters* 
papers* notes* etc. - vhich she accumulated In about 35 years searching - it 
was at n?y home about 2-§- years - (Just picked up - 2 mos. ago). A copy of the 
1893 letter (two of them) by Dr. Cephas Kackley - was found in that "Old Bread 
Box". 1 also copied in long hand* two copies each of over 50 letters which I 
felt had "possibilities". The two "Dr. Cephas Ka." letters were worth nx>re than 
all the others located. 

He was a descendant of (4) Elias Ka., Sr.* more commonly known as "Ellis", 
through his son (4) Joseph & Elizabeth (Turner) Ka., then (3) Dr. Cephus Kackley 
(Gen. Ho. 4), Through these two letters of Dr. Cephus Ka*s. in the past 2 
years we have contacted descendants of about all of (4) Elias Ka. Sr*s. 12 
children, whereas before that we had only contacted about 5 of them. 

Probably 3 better give you the data, as we now have it for Generation No. 1* of 
Jacob Keckley, Sr,, whp migrated from Iancaster Co., Penn., in l?4l to the 
Valley of Virg." (now the Shenandoah Valley) and settled in what is now Frederick 
County. Here fee secured approx. 2,000 acres of land and operated a "Plantation" 
for about 47 years or until his death in 1788. Have you ever learned where this 
plantation was located? 

Gen. Bo, 1 = Keckley Family History 

Jacoh (none) Keckley, Sr. B_1?01 or 1702 In Stanheim* Wurttemberg, 

Germany 

srd. 

Johns Church and Cemetery, located aboutcx 2 mi, 

west of Mount Williams, on State Route No. 600. 

Mar»d about 1740 in Lancaster, Penn., we believe - 

AiiCe --—- B * _,1717s D. _,1805, in Frederick Co. 


Virg. 

Brd. St. Johns Cemetery. 

CHILDREN 

(1) John (none) Kackley, Sr, B. 7-3Q-l?4l, Lancaster Co., Penn. D. 4-23-1823 

Guerbsey Co., Ohio, now in Noble Co., 2| miles 
bet Whiteaa * so * ea 3 t of Pleasant City, Guernsey Co, Ohio, 

He has 3 sons & 5 dtrs. - Most of them lived 
in Guernsey .Co., Ohio* He was a Rev, War Soldier. 
Bdr'd in C. S. Rich Cemetery, S. E. of Pleasant 
, ... city, Ohio 

(2) Jacob (none) Kfeckley, Jr, No birth or death data. Mar’d Margaret Secrist 

Has 2 sons & 3 dtrs. Inherited the home 
plantation. In 1788, died intestate only a 
few years later. Estate evidently held intact 
by wife, Margaret, as no records can be found. 
No birth or death dates.- Mar'd. Mary (none) 

Frye of Capon Springs, Va. Evidently a dtr. 
of the early pioneers, Abraham and Ames Frve. 
of Frederick Co,, Virg., and grd.dtr. of 
Benjamin Frye (died in Fredk, Co. in 1753). 

This Frye family came from Montgomery Co., 
^Penn,, in about 1738 and settled on Cedar 
Creek. In about 1788 Valentine Ca., Sr., migrated 
to what is now Pocahontas Co., W. Va. At that 


(3! Valentine (none) Gaekley 

Sr. 
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time was Greenbrier Co., He settled at what is new Millpoint, W. Va., 
which he established as Cackleytovn. Here he built a modern ird i, i for 
that time; projected a tannery, started a tilt-hammer and a general 
store. He also promoted & encouraged other useful industries in that section. 

And accrued a -vast landed estate. He had 6 sons & 4 dtrs. 

(4) Elias (none) .Kackley, Sr, No birth date; d - about 1818 in Frederick 

He was more coomonly known Co,, Virg., where he lived his entire life, 
as "Ellis'* Xackley. Mr"d Catherine evidently in 

Frederick Co., 7a. They had 8 sons 4 8 dtrs., 
one son, Benjamin, died at an early age. 

Their first 5 childn. remained in Virg. Also 
(8)Elias, Jr., who mar'd & died at a faiily 

young age. The other children came to Gurtisey 
Co., Ohio to reside, & (7) Jacob & Sarah Snapp 
to Ky. - then to Knox Co., Ind. (near Vincennes), 

(5) Elisabeth & (6) Mary These two dtrs. we still know nothing about - so, 

do not know how they spelled their last names, or 
Whom they married. 

(7) Benjamin Jnone) KBekley Evidently died in Dec. 1780, as his estate was 

appraised on Jan. 8, 1?S1, valuation 5954 pounds 
(about $50,000.00 then - D. E. X.). The sale 
held on the 16 Jan* 1781, estate settled en Oct, 

5, 1781, Only heir, wife, Catherine, who became 
Mrs. Henry Elcharos, before the estate was settled. 
He was one of the Appraisers, The above data shows 
clearly why Benjamin was not mentioned in his 
father's nidi - made on Aug. 1, 1781. He had died 
about 8+ months prior, and left no heirs, except 
his wife, Catherine. Srs. will probated on Oct. 0, 
1789* in book £, pp. ?2$, Winchester, Virg, 

Executors were his dear wife (not named) & son, 
Elias. The settlement of his estate was delayed, 
evidently because, Mrs. Alice Hockley (his wife), 
did not qualify. 

This will give you a good general idea of Gen. No, 1 - and the fcfceee different 
spellings of the originial family name, which we "Historians" are SURE was not 
intentional - but due to "circumstances" - caused by these "German Boys" 
pronunciation of their last name. A German always pronounces an "E" as if it was 
a long or broad "A" in English, therefore, they pronounced their names "Kackley." 

If a German wrote it down they would spell it "Keckley", but others would spell 
it either "Kackley" or "Cackley" - both pronounced the same. Therefore - as these 
German Boys eventually owned "tangible property"/ the documents were frequently 
made oyt WRONGLY, and when they disposed of that property they were compelled 
to use these wrong spelled names - which furthered these wrong spelled names. 

In the middle l?00*s it was more Important to "till the soil" to make a living - 
than it was - to worry about the "spelling of your name" - therefore - 2 son s 
( (i) John & (4) Elias) became "Kackley", 1 son (3) Valentine became "Cackley", 
and 2 sons remained "Keckley" (s) ( (2) Jacob, Jr & (7) Benjamin), although 
"Benjamin" was frequently called a "Cackley". 


Now, you are probably wondering How I fit into this "Picture" - Well, I am, so 
to speak - a "Lost Keckley, who can not find his flock". After 5| years 
searching, 3 am unable to trace cqy ancestors farther back than try grt. grd, 
father, namely, "John Keckley" (1602-75) Mho was born "someplace" in Virginia - 
his parents names still unknown to we 4 H storians. He migrated to Greene Co.. 





bought 111 acres of timberland - built a "log-abin" and began clearing the 
land & raising his family of 6 sons & 2 dtrs, (7) James Leander ("Lee") Ke, 

f ath f r, » U837-1904) in 1856, Licking Co,, Ohio, he mrd. Amy' (none) 

Hauck (1839-1900), that fall, they migrated via "covered wagon" with a brother 
W l* 1 * Columbus Ke, ? wife to near Bloomington, McLean Co,, Ill,, where they 
fa ™ - ^ had - 2 sons * 2 dtrs, (1) John Wesley Ke,, ny father, 

*looO-iyly) mrd, 1884 - Cymsea Frederica White (beat that name - if you can) 
in McLean Co,, Ill, (1866 - still living here in Decatur, age - past 91 years) - 
they had 1 son & 1 dtr,_- (1) Dvid Earl Keckley, the writer - fc. 1-18-1886, inrd. 
6-I6-I917, Winchester, Ill,, Any Helen Sims, b, 8-13-1890 in Jasper Co., Ill,, 

(tnfiy married hclean Co,, 311) — both living - no children. The wife a "stroke 
victim" - blood clot, Nov, 194$ - left side affected - still in a "wheel-chair" 
and will be the balance of her days here. 

Public Records" in the Virginia are scarce articles - some due to the ravages of 
t^-res wars - Revlu,, 1812 and Civil," First Mar’ge records in Frederick Co,7 Va., in 
jr 78 *-~ too late to "catch" any of the 7 children og Gen, No, 1 of Jacob Ke,, Sr, 
Deaths 1782 or 88 years later - Births I896 or 114 yrs, later than Mar* ages. 

I am wondering if you have heard about the two books on W, Va,, "Land Orants, 
Assessments, etc,, that has recently been published by the State Auditor, 

Edgar B. Sims. One the "Making of a State, 9x12, printed in 12 pt. type, bound 
in blue * gold Buckram - 213 pages - covering items from 1?38 to 1955. Copies 
°* Grants to Geo. Washington, a few of his officers and soldiers, and other 

individuals by the "Crown of England" and the Commonwealth of Virginia, and 
parts thereof - price $5,00 per copy. 

The other book id the "Sims index of land Grants raraxMcta in W. Virginia, of 
8-1 pages of 50,000 names of persons to whom grants were mad® in the territory 
now W. Va., some of which date back to 1746 - price $20,00 per copy. 

I i eai T ed . of bhe above books When I bought a modem detail map of "Hampshire 
& Pocahontas ^unties, W. Va." from the Dept, of Highways at Charleston, W. 

- " ° n !? ch * 7th received a nice letter from State Audito, Edgar B. Sims, 

+ aSk fl, i f 9x9 " Ka *~ or Cackl Gy (s) lived in Charleston, and 
1 interested in some way of finding out about Land Grants and Assessors 
lists^of these persons in Hampshire Co,, from about 1760 onward - as it seems 
“TV '(Tv . ■ Hecords were all destroyed during the Civil War. Mr. Sims 

made , a brelf search oS: th® assessment records and Grants of 
Hanpshire ^o, (their earlier records in 1782). He did not find ary grants in 
these names - but did find in 1809 the name "Abraham Kerkley," 127 feres. In 
lolh the name is entered as "Abraham Kackley" 12? acres on "Drains of Mill 
Branch." No where on the "Assessment R e cords" of Hampshire County earlier than 
1809 do we find the names you list. 

In searching our Index on grants wa find that Valentine Keckley obtained a grant 
“ 03 \\bounty, /a., in 1797 on Knapps Creek. This area went into Pocahontas 
o». Which was formed in 1821. A search of Pocahontas Co., land assessment 
books of 1822 (our earliest) reveals a number of "Cackley(s), viz,, Valentine, 
William, Levi, Benjamin & Joseph. (These were all sons of Valentine, Sr, - D. E. K.). 

was foraed from Bath, Pendleton & Randolph Cos., in 1821, but the 
area in wnich these persons appear to have owned land would be the part from 
Bath Co. Bath was foiled from Augusta Co., in 1790. We do not find ary of the names 
you mentioned in our -ity or Telephone Directories. A copy of the "Valentine 
Keeney land grant can be made for you at a price of $1.50. Signed - Edgar B. 
btms 9 State Auditor. - 
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The above info, about the land assessed to "Abraham Ka." was exactly what I 
was seeking - and - that Info, cast me nothing. I had understood (from the 
1893 letter of Dr. Cephus Ka.) that "Abraham" Ka. died on his farm which 
adjoined Dr. C. Ka's father's (Joseph Ka.) at near Capon Bridge, Va. (now 
W. Va.) - this death was on 6-15 1649. The main reason for my present interest 
in "Abraham Ka's family" IS - that we now suspicion our "John Keckley (1802-75) 
of Lic&ing Co., Ohio MAY BE a son of this (l) "Abraham Kackley," the son of 
(4) Elias Ka., Sr. 

On mv detail Bo. map of Hampshire Co., I locate the stream "Drains of Mill 
Branch," just to the N. E. of Capon Bridge, and on the west slopes of "Timber 
Ridge" ~ a continuation of the Big or Great North Mountain Rangel 

Now our "chore" IS to secure a "Source" in Charleston, W. Va., £o search the U. 

S. Census Records of "Bloomery TOwnship" near the "Drains of Mill Branch" for 
the years of 1810 and 1820 of the "Abraham & Christina (Whissen) Kackley Family 
to secure all the names of the children, which will show their nearest ages on 
these two census years. Both census records are necessary, because some shown m 
the 1810 census record by 1820 will be mar'd and listed elsewhere, and some 
shown in the 1820 census would not be bom by the time the 1810 census was taken, 

IF "Abraham Ka." had a son "John" whose age shows he would be born in 1802 - our 
"problem" will seem to be "SOLVED." 

Of course, you know how difficult it is to secure Info, by remote control 
(Correspondence), especially 200 years back, as only a few "cousins" will go 
to the court house or the State Depts. of Health to secure detail data for the 
F. History - and - if you must buy these "Documents" at $1.00 per, they soon 
run into many hundreds of dollars - but if you try to make too many "personal 
calls" you may, like many former Historians, become a "Public Charge," "Public 
Genealogists" at from $4.00 to $6,00 per hour also soon become quite expensive, 

Mr. Campbell's asst. "Mr, Willard H* Kackley" of Byesville, Ohio, invested 
$8.00 in one, which produced the following item taken from "Hev. Christian 
Streit*s" Diary:= "Feb. 18, 1768 - Buried AT OLD FURNACE, JACOB KECKLEY, AGED 
86 YEARS, FROM STAMHEIM, WOHTTEMBERG. TEXT REV. 14:13."= 

We have known of this "Rev. C. Streit" the Lutheran Church Minister at Winchester 
from July 19, 1785 to 1812 - as his name appears on many of the Keckley & 

Kackley boys & girls marriage records of that ess era, and we had utmost 
confidence in he and his records, therefore, we feel the above "Diary Entry" 
is as authentic as any "Public Resord"* All of Jacob Ke. Sr.'s sons, except 
Benjamin - and his wife "Alee" WERE living when he was buried on Feb. 18, 1788 - 
therefore, he secured the Info, for his sermon and Diary" - direet from the 
family, so, it MUST BE AUTHENTIC, 


The above item to me settled 4 items for "Jacob Ke. Sr.", namely, his Approx, 
birthyear, death date, nationality - and above all that his original hame here 
in the "Colonies" WAS "KECKIEY", which I have contended for the past 5 years 
although in his will the "maker" spelled it "Kackley" - which "Jacob" signed 
with "his mark". If he could NOT SIGN his own name - then - he evidently could 
not read either, so, he could not determine that his name WAS INCORRECTLY SPELLED. 

In re - your original ancestor's name - I imagine that you may have discovered 
by now that it was "McNIEL" - German - and pronounced as "McNeel or MSNeal" and 
the spelling became changed by the pronunciation, the same as the Keckley name. 


In further reference to the Rev. Streit Diary Entry - I felt that this "Diary" 
would disclose many items that the Frederick & Hampshire County Public Records 
did not yet show -and that it would be foolish tp pay this "Prof'l Genealogist 
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$8.00 every time we suspicioned an item might be found in it - so - why not 
try to locate that "Diary.* 

So, I wrote the present minister of the Winchester Lutheran Church and learned 
that the church Trustees had published in 1954 & book obtainable at $4.00 per 
copy. So, I sent check and had a copy within a week. The "Diary" covered 43 
pages - but - began on July 19, 1?85» and ended abruptly on Nov. 28, 1788 - not - 
even completing the year 1788 - a coverage of about 3 i/3 years ONLf. Very 
disappointing as 1 anticipated "Diaries" covering possibly 40 or so years. Only 
two "Keckley" items appeared, namely, the burial of Jacob, Sr«, and the election 
on Dec. 15, 1787 of "Elias Keckley" as a Reformed Deacon og the "Old Furnace 
Church". Two other "Keckley" names appeared in the 396 paged Book, namely, 

"Harry B." as Elder 1922-25 and Finianeial Sec'y. 1915 at Winchester and "Frank" 
as a confirmed member in the Dec. 31, 1953 listing. 

And during the 31/3 years of the "Diary" Rev, Strait gave 386 sermons, 429 
baptisms, 163 confirmations, had 157 marriage ceremonies & 43 funerals, but not 
a single marriage of a "Kecklqy or a Kackley." He also preached at many other 
Lutheran Churches in that section - also 3 times at Phila., Penn., one at 
Iancaster, Penn., Hagerstown, Md., & Funkstown. These trips were all made on 
"horseback" - took one week to ride to Phila., or two weeks per senon. The same 
to Lancaster, Penn. "Rev. C. Streit" died in Winchester on 3=10-1812. Served 
there 1785-1794 & 1804-1812 = 18 years, and at Millerstown, NCW Woodstock 1795- 
1803 or 9 years - a total of 27 years in the " Valley of Virginia". He died at age 
62 years, 9 months ft 3 days. If you are a "Lutheran" - the book "This Heritage" 
would be very interesting to you, as it covers the founding of the Lutheran Churches 
in Virginia. 

If you are interested in W. Virg., write "Edgar B. Sims" State Auditor W. Virg., 
Charleston, W. Va., for a copy of his circular on his "Books - and copies of the 
"Map of present W. Va. as of 1738 - and as of 1780," which will give you an 
excellent idea of the section you were born in, and for .25^ you may obtain a 
very detail map of Pocahontas Co., W. Va., which even shows all farm residences. 

Since Auditor Sims last name is the same as my wife's "maiden” name - 1 am "playing 
a few cards" with he - for some additional info, in "Hampshire County", because 
the records at Romney now date back only to 1865 - prior one's destroyed during 
"Civil W a r" - he seems very accomodating — so - to further the sales of his 
"Books" - I may get some "Extra favors.” 

I have not yet asked "Bill" to pin-point the two "mills" built by Valentine 
Cackley, Sr. - are they on the small stream that flows thru Mi1lp oint and 
empties into the "Greenbrier River" about 1-| miles away or on the Greenbrier? 

I have assumed that neither are now being operated. The detail Co. Map published 
by the state shows "saw mills", but no "grist mills" - A "seasonal industry" 
is shown at "Millpoint", also a Business Building, 6 farm homes, and one home 
house -w. and nearby 2 farm homes and one home house. "Bill" tells me the 
population IS 15 persons. 

For the past 18 months I have been "processing" a Branch of (l) Abraham Kackley's 
son "(8?) Hamilton Jefferson ("Jeff") and Margaret ("Peggy" - Parish) Kackley" 
who came from Hampshire Co., Va. in 1855 to Coles County, 111., they never 
wrote to any of their Virg. Relatives, so, they were LOST for 100 years, or 
until I located a descendant's Branch at Charleston, 111., through a death 
notice published in our local newspaper in Sept. 1955* There were 10 children 
in this "Jeff and Peggy Ka" f ami ly, however, the ones I contacted only knew 
of 6 - and 8 had come to Coles Co. with their parents - or rather 7 and one 
bom there later on. No one knew these childrens parents names when or where 
they died. But, from this meager beginning I have contacted all 8 Ill, Bchs., 
except one dtr. who may have died "single" - none knew of her. I have not had 
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tiroe to count "heads" - but I believe these Bchs. now total more than 
600 descendants. They are now scattered over Ill.* Ind., Ohio* Fla.* 

Mo.* Kans., Iowa* Colo, and Calif. 

The "originial Charleston* Ill.* Story" was that the parents both died 
suddenly of "cholera" leaving these 6 orphans - their "John" then only 
2 years old - this was supposed to be shortly after they came to Colas 
Co.* Ill . Ho one knew where any of the other Bchs. descendants were now 
living - or very little of ANYTHING, I then got busy and processed the 
1850 D. S, Census of the family in Hampshire Co,, Va., then later on the 
I860 " " " " " then Cumberland Co., tape Ill. - the 

two Census Reports gave me the names of all 10 children, and their nearest 
ages on those years, which both checked *o. k«" I learned eventuality that 
one son (5)" Jobe Sine Ka." served in the "Civil War", so, secured his data 
from the "Archivist of Ill. State Library", Spfld,, Ill , and learned he was 
entered as "Joab or Jacob Crackley", and that in the same Co. & Regiment 
there was an "Elias J. Crackley", whom they stated showed the same in all 
respects except for names. 


After I secured the two "Census Reports" - it was easy to "dope out" that 
Elias J, Crackley" - Was "(4) Elias James Eackley." More evidence of carelessness 
in listing "Civil War Soldiers" - fully 5<rf> were WRONGLY listed. I then 
secured his record from Springfield and it was NOT the SAME as his brother 
"Jobe Sine's' 1 * as he served all through the war - and Elias J. died of a 
disease at Nashville, Tenn., on Feb'y 12, 1864 - and is buried in the Nat*l. 
Cem'tyr." at nearby Madison, Tenn. A request is now in Wash.* D, C., for 
what detail data they may have - as to exact b. date* and his marital status. 

So, I am "hoping" on this item. 

As usual - On a Bch, of 10 children - there are a few that "buck" giving their 
Bch. data - and - when other Bchs. can NOT give their data - you are faced to 
seek "Public Records" - and if not corrvienerrt. to "View" you must buy them, which 
soon runs into many dollars extra expense. 

t ^, eoon ^ 5° Charlesten » His., and have them "dig 
Sr i „S ty & . death record books for me to peruse, beginning with 

‘ ^ on ***>>« ‘ fro® about I860 onward. This wmLvolve 

or three days time - but will save about $100.00 In “fees" for 

ffJSS ? liS S P ~ 1 p3an b° g° Springfield, and search 

. V, T J Ceneus micro-film - records" (with a good magnifying elassl 

tohelp determine if the parents were then still llving^-if D ^^t-then will 
di®d sometime between Aug. 4, I860 (census taking date), and the date 
f”.? lB65 ‘ 1 «*** i» both IlfuS^cSLl 

dato. aai try to fibd their burial piece 2%ome rural o^e£ 

S5 tak ° S at il s “‘ t “« 1-w the "etubboru" braroh go - but 

«at makes a very poor "F Fdstoiy" - so, I sake every effort possible to 

uanp every branch 100$ - IF they do not take too much money to couplete. 

“^“ esard addresses of ary of the descendants 
^ T (M , cCllire) Ca *" (?) "Benjamin & Fanny (KcKeever) 

£fj?th™ SSJS. *° kK ’ n °°” <Uomh ™ i « “»»la t» locate 

? J a ° < L’? ° t * Z 1 r® q “ t * ” Th0 “ s »«• “ Jtan Caokley. We have her 

recorded as "Anne", Are we wrong? 
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1 also have the name 4 ads. of "Willa Belle Cackley", 1315 East 6240 
Terrace, Kansas City, Mo*, - have never written her - where does she fit 
In the Cackley Bchs.? 

The answers to the above 3 questions, I would like to "relay" to "Mr* 

Finley B* Campbell" who is processing the Cackley Branches* 

Well, I must confess that this letter has ran into a "book", whereas, I only 
intended to write 2 or 3 pages - so - 1 must beg Jour pardon. Probably 
much of this "Keckley 4 Kackley" data will not interest you too much. - but - 
while I was writing, I thought you would be interested in the First Generation, 
so as to build up to your answer "(3) Valentine (none) Cackley, Sr." 

Mr, Campbell IS a fanner "Justice of the Peace," and still does considerable 
"Federal and Ohio State Income Tax Work" at his hams - and now is his busy 
season, so, if you write hiim it might be a little time before you hear from 
him - so - do not dispair. And, in the meantime - if you would like to come t o look 
over my data - almost any tine will be suitable - as I put in about 10 hours 
daily on this F, History work - letters come in almost daily Cram the hundreds 
of contacts I am making -but - you better give me a few days advance notice, 
as once in a great while We are away from home. Our over-night accomodations 
are usually not too good, as we rent out all spare rooms to male roomer asp but 
of course, now and then we do have a "vacancy" where we can accomodate you - 
be sure and bring the "Mrs,", as she and the wife can "oonfab" while you 4 I 
do the History work. 


So, with this, I will bring this lengthy lette r to a close, write when it may 
be convtnient - and if you have any questions - fire them to me - and I will 
do my best to answer them. 

Yours very truly, 
s/ D, Earl Keckley 


Letter Ho. 1632 
(Reading time 1 hr.) 


938 West Wood St. 
Decatur, Illinois 


P. B*f- 

When you reply - Jhe "questions" are marked ** in left margin, so as to save re** 
reading the whole letter. 
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Tn 0ct-899^id Criham then in his 79th year wrote a hook about his Great 
Grand father John Graham Sr who ca» to 7a .in the ^ear of 1730 or 40. 

The records in this hook were obtained from reccords and not from tra* 
dltlon. 


The Orsha 3 were Df pure Scotch -Irieh ancestry. They cane from Donegal 
ana Londonderry Co.-Hster Ireland . Their religion had caused them to 
lea7e Scotland about the tire of ring Janes the 1st. 

Richard Oraham,known ae viscount Preston.held the position of Secre¬ 
tary of State of cotland under ring Ta es 1686 . The ring put great 
tnut In hie judgment so History telle ua . is leader of the w„us, of 
Commons he oounoiled the ring to reassemhle the House ofParllment and to 
settle their di-ferenoes concerning Church and State. Hr was made Lord 
Lleutenantfor the Counties of Cumberland and "estmorland. 

Richard Graham was on the Council of ?lve to trane act the business of 

the Throne during the rings ibsenoe In Sell,bury where he had fledin fear 
of his opposers. 


bile Brahes, was loyal to the ring he newer percent* those who were 
of a different Relt ious belief. 

Graham of Clavorhouse Tlcount of Pundee was also aloyal supporter 
of ths tuarts to whom they ware related by blood. Ifter ring .Tame, had 
racated the thro eand 1111am and Vary were crowned the Clan of Graham 
scattered. The Graham, and the Sari of Lennoi Joined forces and fought 
for Tames all to no awall hosev-r as Iraham died on the field of Hattie 
loottlsh History dates the name Graham back 1000 year, and It hae *»n* 
been conspicuous In the annals of Scotland "Prom hovel to Palaceln eloque¬ 
nce and In song ".It was a daring Graham that first broke the w.U, of 

Ac-icola which the Roman General had built >„•+ 

*UU brtween the friths of the 






Clyde and Forth to keep off the incursion of the northBritiona the 
ruin is called Grahams Dyke to this day. It is a matter of hietory 
that Michael Graham settled in Paxton Township Lancaster, Pa. 
between 1720 and 1730 and that he was a direct decendant of the Sari 
of Montrose. With him were his kinsman John Graham; 1*0 settled in 
Augusta County; Janes Graham, a nephew; David Graham, who settled In 
Bath County, Fa.; Robert, who settled at Chiswell in Wythe County. 

John Graham, senior of Calf Fastureriver Augusta County Fa. was uncle 

to the three last mentioned. ^ v ^j*^who in B&th8 B 

married Jane Co. Two children John and Joseph. 

Joseph married Rebbeca, daughter of Col. James Graham, emigrated to 
Kentucky in 1780, was a surveyor and became a very wealthy man. 

John also went to Kentucky and was known as Judge Graham. He married 
Kiss bitten of Tazewell County. Robert the brother of David and 
James lived in wythe County, married in Ireland, Mary Craige. 

In the year 1770 the sons of Mitchell Graham came to the valley of Fa, 
from Pa. to be near their relations a number of them became noted 
educators one of idiom was the Reverend villiam Graham, President of 
Washington and Lee Univ. for 40 years. He was a graduate of Prieeten 


Princeton in the same clas with Aron Burr and James Madison and 
Henry Lee, father to Gen Robert E. Lee. It was through his persons 1 
friendship with George Washington that Washington endowed Liberty Hall 


which afterwards was called Washington College. 




John and Hicheal Graham came to Pa* Paxton Twp. Lancaster Co. 
4 h-1-?4$t In 1746 fce-ean John Graham came to the ralley of Ta» 
settled In Bordens grant. The farm contained close to 1000 acres of 
land. It extended two miles on both sides of the stream. An old water 
mill which was torn down in 1898 contained a stone with the date 
1756 on it. John Graham married 31 ixabedaughter of Dr. 
Tnomas Cocke* Sec. of State of Va. To them were born 4 sons and 5 
daughters. John Graham, whom we will call Senior* died in 1771, he was 
born in 1700. The children^ names were as follows: 

Lancelot Born 


died 

married 


John born } 7 7* h - / $ S3- 


died 

married Martha Patton 
Born 
died 

James born 
died 

married /A — Jib $ ~~ 


born 

died 


Robert born 



born 

died 


Jane born 


married a Lockridge of Augusta Co. Va. 


mo >*» I f 'IT ft-* 7 *- t 


born 

died 



El izabeth born 
died 



born 

died 
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Anne born 
died 

married John Fineaid 
born 
died 


Rebecca 


born 

died 

married 

born 

died 


Joseph Robinson ^— 




Florence born 
died 

married James Graham her cousin 
born 
died 


2> <5—n_ ^ -■ 

i 7 </-?- 


The last will and testament of John Sraham, Sehior, 

In the name of God, Amen: 29th day of July, 1771, I, John Graham, 
being sick in body but of sound mind and memory, thanks to God Almighty, 
and calling to remembrance the uncertain estate of this transitory 
life that all flesh must yield to death when it pleasith God to call. 

I do make constitute and ordain this my last will and testament in the 
manner and-fre- form followin. Revocating and annulling by these 
presents, all former wills and testaments either written or by word 
of mouth; this to be my last and none other. 

First I recommend njy soul to my Redeemer Lord and Savior, n$- body 
to the dust. To be decently hurried at the decretion of my executors 
hereinafter named and appointed. As to my worldly goods which God 
hath granted me; I leave and bequeath vis: To my eldest son, Lanty, 

I devise and leave my plantation whereon I dwell to him and his heirs 
forever; upon his allowing my beloved wife, her living off of it, 
with what stock she pleases to keep. Also said Lanty is to give six 
pounds to James Graham's son John and six pounds to his son John's 


aon Tfthn. 
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To my (laughter, Anne, I leave thirty pounds my roan horse and 
a chest or drawers. 

To my beloved wife Elizabeth, twenty pounds, my bay mate, two cows, 
and her choice of all the flocks, and all household goods plenishings. 

To Jane Lockridge 1 leave fifteen pounds. 

To Rebbecca my silver buckles. To her son John one cow. 

To Robert Graham half the mill that belongs to me. 

To Florence Ten pounds. 

To Elizabeth ten pounds. 

To my two sons Robert and John Graham ten pounds each. 

To Rebecca, Lancelot Graham’s daughter, ten pounds. 

All the rest of the estate being left to my wife to be used and 
enjoyed by her; whilst unmarried, but if she marry to be equally 
divided between my daughters Florence, Jane, Elizabeth, and Anne; and 
if she never marries this propertyis to be left to my four daughters 
at her death. 

I also appoint my Reloved wife Elizabeth and my son Lancelot 
my executors. I hereby revoke all other wills appointing and making this 
my last will in the eleventh year of the reign of his Majesty, Lord 
George King og Great Srittian, A.D. 1771. 


Signed, seal ,-an4 published, and pronounced in the 


presents of 


John Graham 


Joseph Robinson 
John Kincaid 
John .Armstrong 

At a court for Augusta Co. Va. Nov. 19th, 1771 the last will and 
testament of John Graham, deceased, was proven by oath of John Kincaid 
and John Armstrong, t o witnesses and ordered recorded. 


And on the motion of Lanty and Elizabeth Graham the executors 
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therein named. . ho made oath according to Law. 

Certificate Granted them for obtaining a Probate thereof in due form 
and having with security entered into and acfcnowledged their Bond 
according to Law. 

ipegte Wra* *•* Hurnette Clk., 

Elizabeth Graham was living in the v ear of 1779,In that Tear there i 
1 3 an account of her ™on Lancelot Graham eefr+ii'g-tfc- settling their 
executorship with the court. They paid 240 pounds 11 shillings and 
three pence, 1200 pounds in silver. This was the personal property 
besides legacies* 

In addition to the bequests mentioned in the foregoing will the 
records of Augusta Co. show that in the year of 1763 John Graham, Senior 
deed to each of his three sons a large plantation on the Calf Pasture 
river. It is presumed that he gave each of his daughters an estate in 
addition that named in the will. 

John Graham the Second married Martha p atton lived and died on a 
portion of his father’s land on the Calf Pasture. He had 5 sons and 3 
daughters. John Graham the Second born in 1726, died in 1815. 

Martha , born died 

Their children's names were John 3rd, bron 

died 

married , — 
born 
died 

James born f* 
died 

married r—~ - 

born 

died 
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Robert born 
died 
married 



born 

died 


William born 
died 
married 



born 

died 


Lanty born 
died 
married 
born 
died 

Margaret born 
died 
married 


born 

died 


SXisabeth born 

died 
married 



born 

died 


Martha born 1776 
died 

married Robert Dunlap, 1800 
born 1772 
died / F $ C 

They had Robert Dunlap who married Mies McCutcheon 
he died in Crawfordville Indiana, of fever soon after he waB 
married. 

John Dunlap marrierd Kise Crawford and died the same time 
as his brother Robert, of milk sickness. 

/ - /yj-/ 

Raney Dunlap, born in married/|to James Templeton, 

aPresbyterian Minister who was a graduate of Hampden SJdney. 

He died in Indiana^at the 3ame time as his brothers in law. 
Nancy Dunlap Templeton with her two children returned to 7a, 
made her home with her brother Charles Dunlap on a part of 
the ancestral estate of John Graham Senior. 
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She had two children: James Templeton Jr ,11. D. married 
qnd had Howard Templeton, writer and journalists. He died in 1925 
at the Thite Sulphur Sprins in Test Va. He married and had children, 
names unknown, 

-bertha Templeton of Haney Dunlap Templeton, died unmarried, 
Mitchell Dyer Dunlap {fourth child) horn in 1809, became a leadin: 
Presbyterian minister of hiB day in Pocahontas C.o. ff.Va. He had a 
classical school and was loved and revered and mentioned as the 
first educator in T.7a. history. He was a graduate with-a-SrBr of 
Hampden 9i*y Syndy College with a D.D. He married his cousin 

Marry Jane Dunlap__ of Monroe Co. W.7a. 

One child Hobart was born and died in infancy, 

5th Child 

Isabella Dunlap married James Talker and their Child's name was J 
Jane Talker. She married Dr. Mackey M.D. 

6th child 

Patsy who married Lo4is Bratton and had John, Mitchell and Rebecca 
Mitchell Bratton lived and died near Mtibereow Millboro Va. 


. He married Kiss 


Droves, several Childre, names 


unknown. 


Rebecca Bratton married James - Townley Cawthorn they had Charles, 
Ashley, Robert, Sally, Rosa, Patty, and Margaret. 



















Lockridge, Graham, et als 

By Georgianne Dunlap Arnold 


San re time ago I made ft 
ise to write something of Captai n 
Andrew Lockridge. 

Men of prominence receive l&ud 
and honor for their deeds of val¬ 
or. The bigger the men often; 
times, the less we hear of some j 
devoted woman standing in their 
shadows. 

Captain Andrew Lockridge 
was a man worthy of id! the 
praise accorded him. Inti at that 
it appears meagre in tins day of 
publicity. It is something to be 
mentioned in history the 1770's 
and there about. Think of the 
thousands who were merely fillers 
He was captain by 175.9; bought 
land in 1153: was one of Rocky 
Springs first church church trus¬ 
tees in 1TTL lie and William 
Preston appear to have held like 
position. However, the main 
tiling I have in mind about Cap¬ 
tain Andrew Lock ridge is that he 
married my young aunt, Jane 
Graham, April IT, I76L She' 
was horn 174*2. 

Now allow me to digress. June 
Graham came from the ancient 
elan of Gram me; Clan Graham 
Tar ton Graham. They were the 
destoyers of the Roman wall be- 
te n the Firth-of-Forth and the 
Clyde, The home of the Karl is 
**Xetherly Hal?,-* They were 
called ** Gallant Graemes A* % 

The first one in history was 
John Graham, who was better 
known by the suggestive name of 
"Jack o' the Bright Sword,'' A 
descendant of the Earls of Mon- 
tilth and Oxford. During ihe 
reign of Henry IV he went from 
Scotland to England and ‘"with 
his sword curved large patches 
out of the delectable land round 
the Sark and the Esk, for Ids own 
particular use. 1 * {Cumbieii Edin¬ 
burgh.) Ilis stnit was Mont Hill— 
""Luddeir* Strength. r It was on 
the Lidcd, a river three miles out 
of Nether by, on an outstanding 
hill towering goii' feet, overlook 
mg Can nobie Lee to the North; to 
the south a ruddy wooded country 

The Grahams were a family of 
fighters. In 1552 one of Jack's 
descendants main mined the fami¬ 
ly tradition by saving his brother 
Mbit tic from the gallows by car¬ 
rying off in hrutid daylight the 
son of Cumberland's high sheriff. 
They were so powerful and so 
dreaded by their enemies that 
'James 1. upon coming to the 
throne, was prevailed on Lo dis¬ 
perse them. He immediately an¬ 
nounced he would "Ime nue bor¬ 
ders to his kingdom," If one] 


—- 

may accept as evidence, "Gra¬ 
ham's Condition of the Bordet 
of the Union," based on official 
manuscripts in the Muniment 
Room of M mi caster Castle, the 
powerful clan was the scapegoat 
for half the misdemeanors com¬ 
mitted on the border. 

The Earl of Nether by in the 
19th century, says the incentive 
for the merciless destruction of 
the Grahams was their possession 
of valuable acres which the king 
had beep persuaded to bestow, 
gratis upon his worthless favorite. 
Lord Cumberland. Whatever 
the cause, they were mercilessly 
harried; in Mjuti-7; a levy was 
passed and three shiploads were 
exiled to Ireland and the Nether¬ 
lands. Some settled in the lands 
of banishment: others went hack 
to Scotland and were allowed to 
again settle in the vicinity of 
their lovely and beloved Eskdale, 
Charles I restored the Imrony, 
and "Richard the Plumpe* was 
again owner of the ancestral home, 
YVetherby Hall. It has one of 
the finest libraries in Scotland; 
among the most beautiful grounds 
and fertile soils. 

The Graemes naturally found 
their way into songs and ballads, 
"Graeme and Berwick” throws 
light on the drinking customs of 
the Border. All the world knows 
the story of “Young LochinvurT 
and the race over "Cannobio 
Lee." when: 

"There was mounting hnong 

Graemes of the Nether by elan; 

! Fosters, Fenwicks and Musgroves 
they rode and they ran; 

There was racing and chasing on 
Cannohie Lee, 

But the lacst bride of Nether by 
ne'er did they see.” 

The Grahams of Virginia trace 
their descent directly from the 
Earl of Montrose, Some time 
about J 720 John and Michael Gra 
ham came to Pennsylvania, in 
1743 when Captain Alexander 
Dunlap wits securing settlers for 
I Lewis and nation to go to the f 
< i rea t \Ves ter n or Calf Past u re 
River to form a community, John 
Graham was one of the group. 
James Locfcridge was another one 
As a whole, this was a fine eom- 
m uni ty of people—depemlao k\ 
sturdy, educated Scotchmen, 

The 1 t ra hams »nd hi »ckri< I ges 
settled near each other. John 
(i rah am. Hr,, is thought to have 
i been born about 1680 and from 
I what l read of the Lock ridge fain 
lily, James was. horn about the 
same year. When they vaflfle to 
1 the Calf Pasture, they were both 
married and had growing families 
John GraiWhi married Eli/.a both, 
daughter of Dr William Cocke* 


first secretary of State of Vir¬ 
ginia. about 1720. 

Land records show that in 174*4 
John Graham, Sr,, bought 696 
acres of ia nd lying on both sides 
of the? Calf Pasture River from 
the Lewis and Patten Grant, 

In 1753, James Lockridge sold 
ids laud seven miles above Deer¬ 
field to his son Andrew, and 
moved with some of his other 
children to North Carolina*. 

John Graham built a large, two 
story fmusc of hewed logs. It 
was still standing in 1904, in 
1754 he built a;mi 11: this was torn 
down in 1902; the corner stone 
still showed the date 1754, This 
laud and mill continued in the 
possession of bis descendants for 
five generations. John Graham, 
gentleman, was road overseer, 
sheriff, and held other positions 
of trust. On November 20, 1755, 
he qualified as lieu tenant of mi¬ 
litia. 

This old homestead was near 
Rocky Spring Chordu where, I 
presume, the older generations of 
| Grahams are buried. There are 
no tombstones. 

In 1771, John Graham, Sr.* 
must have felt Ins end near as lie 
made his will in tlmt year and he 
was dead soon afterward. His 
children were, 

1 William who died in 1751. 
His wife was Jane Walk up, dan* 
ghter of Joseph, There were two 
little sons, David ami James. Da- 
viM married and was dead by 1 ill 
11c had a son Joseph, who was 
reared by John Graham, Jr, 
This hoy said John Graham was 
his grandfather in a suit to quiet 
title to some redestate. Ilis 
mother had mat ried Captain Al¬ 
exander Stuart in 1776. 

2 Jane Graham horn 1742, 
Married April 11. 1762, to Cap¬ 
tain Andrew Lockridge. They 
settled on land m-ar Deerfield, 
where they lived until some time 

jabout 1713, when they sold their 
1 property and moved to the Bull 
Pasture River in Highland coun¬ 
ty, There they built a mill in 
1774* and added other improve¬ 
ments, The family was no more 
than settled when Captain Lock- 
nil gc was called to lend a com pa- 
[ ny to tlie Battle of Point Pleas¬ 
ant, Remember Jane Lockridge 
wa.s a young mother with several 
little children when her husband 
I bin'kled'on his sword and march¬ 
ed away. There was no snivel¬ 
ing in that day of fighting for 
life. Captain Lockridge took 
with him William Mann, and 
they tracked through the now 
inconceivable dangers uf the End¬ 
less Mountains to deliver a mes- 
gugstu Lord Dun more at Fort 
i J irt. This William Mann was tl [ 
























close f Hp iid of the Grahams ami 
Lockridges; he qualified as guar¬ 
dian of one of William Graham’s 
orphans in 1762. Captain Lock- 
ridge and his sister Elizabeth 
married children of John Graham. 

Robert Graham married 
Elizabeth Lock ridge June 34* 
1763, Robert Graham adminis¬ 
tered Florence Graham's estate. 
He sued Joseph Wulkup. hut the 
suit never came to trial because 
Graham died. In 1774, Captain 
And rew Lock ridge was made 
guardian for Sarah and Jane Gra¬ 
ham, daughters of his sister EKz- 
heth, The Robert Graham who 
died in 1763 may have IxScn of 
another family, hut I doubt it. 
His widow Elizabeth, afterwards 
married Samuel Owimu In 1776 
they settled on Muddy Greek in 
Summers county, She died at 
Lowell, West Virginia, leaving a 
large number of descendants. 

4, Lancelot Graham was the 
eldest son of John Graham l Sp, 
Nothing is in hand about Ids fam¬ 
ily, other tlmn he married and 
in hented a largo pa rt of his fat h- 
er*s estate, 

f>, James Graham married and 
had children in 1.771. 

6. John Graham. Jr., married 
Margaret Patton, daughter of Col 
oriel John Patton, and uamo Into 
possession of the okl homestead 
and mill on the Calf Pasture. He 
was lMini in 1726 and died in 
1815. llis children were John III, 
James, Robert, William and Lam 
ty, Margaret* Elizabeth, and Mar 
tha* who was born in 1176 and 
died in 1831. She was married to 
Robert Dunalp 1793; come into 
possession of the old homestead 
1815, Her son was Rev, Mitchell 
D. Dunlap, of Hillsboro—my 
great uncle. 

7. Elizabeth married Robert 
Armstrong, of Bath County. Ilis 
descendants are in Bath, Green¬ 
brier and Ohio, 

8. Florence, born 174L was 
married on February 16, 1762, to 
her cousin James Graham. They 
lived near John Graham, Jr,, un¬ 
til 1718 and then moved to Sum¬ 
mers county, where her descend¬ 
ants yet live. Of course, they 
have gone to every part of the 
country like the others, but a 

pari o'fsbem are etiJHhere*-Dtr*- 

vid Graham, a descendant, about 
the year 1900, when he was near¬ 
ly 80 years of age, wrote the bis* 
tory of the family, 

9. Rebecca-nothing known e.\ 
cept she married and had a son, 
John, at the time of her father’s 
death in 1771, 


id. Anne became me wue ut 
John Kincaid, and she is the an¬ 
cestress of so many residents of 
Virginia and West Virginia that 
it would take a volume to tell of 
them all. 

If there is any way I can help 
any of the dl sound ants of John 
Graham to trace their linos, 1 
will t>e glad to do it, if they will 
write me. 

John Graham, Sr., romeml>ered 
all his children in 1771 quite sub¬ 
stantially. His will may he of as 
much interest to his descendants 
in Pocahontas county, as it was to 
me* a Iso a d eseen dan t: 

'Tn the name of God, amen! 
Twebty-ni nth day of J u ly, 1771, 
L John Graham, being sick in 
body, but of sound mind and 
memory, thanks to God Almigh¬ 
ty, and railing to remembrance 
the uncertain estate of this tran¬ 
sitory life, and that all flesh must 
yield to death when it pteaseth 
(toil to call; I do make, constitute 
and ordain and declare this my 
| last will and testament. 

“’First, 1 recommend my spirit 
to my Saviour and Redeemer and 
my body to the dust, to be de¬ 
cently buried at the discretion of 
my executors hereafter named. 
As to my worldly goods which 
God hath graiited me, 1 leave and 
beijSieath in the following man¬ 
ner, viz: 

‘"To my son Lanty, I devise 
and leave my plantation whereon 
I dwell to him and his heirs for¬ 
ever, upon Ids allowing my be¬ 
loved wife, Elizabeth, her living 
off of it. with what stock she 
pleases to keep. Also the said 
, Lanty is to give six pounds to 
to James Graham's son John. Al¬ 
so to my daughter Anne I leave 
thirty pounds, besides my roan 
horse and a cheat of drawers. To 
my beloved wife Elizabeth, 1 leave ' 
twenty pounds, my Imy horse, 
two cows* her choice of the flock, 
and all the household plenishings. 

"To June Loekridgc I leave fif¬ 
teen pounds. 

To Rebecca my buckles; to her 
son John a cow; also to Robert 
Graham one-half my mill. 

*4To my two daughters* Flor¬ 
ence and Betty, ten pounds each. 

*‘To my two sons, Robert and 
John Graham, ten pounds each. 
To Rebecca, Lanty s daughter, 
ten pounds. 

1 "All the rest of my estate is to 
ha used and au joyed by my wif# 


. whilst unmarried, but if married 
to be equally divided between my 
daughters, Flora, Jane, Betty and 
Anne. And if she never marries, 
at hey death between my four 
daughters, 

“T also appoint my Moved 
| wife and mV son, Lanty Graham, 

| to be my executors. I hereby 
revoke all other wills and testa¬ 
ments appointing and making 
this my last will, in the eleventh 
year of our Sovereign Lord 
George and King of Great Brit¬ 
ain, etc,*in the year of our Lord 
God 1771. Signed and sealed and 
published and pronounced in the 
presence of John Robinson, John 
Kincaid ami John Armstrong. 

John Graham (seal) 

At a court for Augusta county, 
November I9th, 1771. the last 
will of John Graham, deceased* 
and proved by two of the wit¬ 
nesses, John Anpstaongaqd John 
Kincaid. Ordered recorded, Lan¬ 
ty Graham and Ids mother gave 
bond and administered the estate. 
Wdi, Burnett, Clerk, 

Elizabeth Graham, the wife of 
John Graham; Sr., was Elizabeth 
Cooke, daughter of Dr. William 
Cocke, first Secretary of State of 
Virginia. She lived until after 
the census of 1782, for at that 
time site had several horses and a 
herd of cattle and three slaves. 
She and Lanty paid out SISOfi in 
cash besides other numerous be¬ 
quests. The records show that 
John Graham had deeded each of 
his sons a plantation in 1758, and 
it is presumed that lie gave like 
sums to his daughters. 

The children of Captain An¬ 
drew Lockndg and Jane Graham 
Lockridge were John Andrew 
who married Christina Youell in 
1797. Lanty who married Eliz¬ 
abeth Bon son; James Robert and 
Elizabeth. There may have !>ccn 
others that 1 have not learned of. 

Captain Lockridge was one of 
the men of West Augusta* whom 
Washington was wont to praise. 
He never received due recogni¬ 
tion on account yf his early death; 
due po doubt to exposure and 
poor food during the wars. He 
died in 1791. Ho was in com* 
mand of Fort Dinwiddie in 1776, 
and was followed there by Cap¬ 
tain Samuel McCuteheon in 1777, 
The following commission will be 
0 / interest to Ids descendants. 

"To Andrew Lockridge, Es¬ 
quire: By virtue of the power 
and authority to me given as his 
Majesty’s Lieutenant and Gover¬ 
nor Ge neral a nd_Comm ander in 




























Chief in ami ewer the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia, with full 
power and authority to appoint 
officers, both civil and military 
within the same- L reposing 
special Trust in your Loyalty and 
Courage and Good Conduct, do 
by these presents appoint you, 
the said Andrew Lockridge, Cap- 
trin of the Militia of the County 
of Augusta. You are therefore 
to act as Captain by exercising 
officers and soldiers under your 
command. Taking particular 
care that they are provisioned 
with arms and ammunition as the 
laws of the Colonies direct, and. 
you are to observe and follow di¬ 


rections front time to time as you 
shall receive from me or any oth¬ 
er superior officer according to 
the rules of discipline of war in 1 
pursuance of the trust reposed in 
you. 

Given at \A illiamshurg under 
my hand and Seal of the Colony 
this 16th day of March and in 
i the eighth year of his Majesties* 
reign* Annoque Doran i 17G8- 
Signed, Dunmore.’’. 

His Excellency, John Earl of 
Dun more. Viscount, Fincastle: 
Baron Murray* of Blair, Moulin 
and of Tillimont, Lieutenant, 
and Governor General of his Maj¬ 
esties 1 Colony and Dominion of 
Virginia, and Vice Admiral of 
the same- 

This is on parchment and in 
fine scroll* trimmed with a golden 
seal and pale blue ribbon. The 
original is still in the possession 
of a descendant in Virginia. Cap¬ 
tain William Austin- 

Some marriage records from 
Chalkley, 

Thomas Gwinn married Eliza¬ 
beth Lockridge, daughter of Sam 
uel Lockridge, 18iX\ James Gra¬ 
ham was witness, 

Andrew Lockridge, Jr-, and 
Christina You ell, March 2*J, 1797, 
William YQuell, security, 1 
John Cooper and Sarah Gra¬ 
ham, ward of Captain Lockridge 
179S. * 

Robert Gay and Rebecca Lock*- 
ridge, daughter of Robert Lock¬ 
ridge, November 18, 1788- Neice, 
of Captain Lockridge* 

[Editors Note; The Lockridge 
relationship of Pocahontas county 
are descendants of Canty Loek- 
ridge aml^ Elizabeth Benson Lock¬ 
ridge, Their son wag Col, James 
T. Lockridge* 
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c/Qfe’sa Hill (1799-1891) m. 

VjWff Elraii. "Alic 

61. Rev .John B. Hill (1622?; •) j£T 

^-62. RiciaarS^-iiill $1824-1876) 'IV 
^^6^* R^frecca Hill {JL6£7-191fc^ 

2m. A. J. 

Aaron Hill (1829- ) m. Uirlan 

George V.. Hill (1861-1861) m. KwUia 
Thomas C. Hill (1834- ) died yourw H 

JJ,,. Peter Hill (1867-1924) m. Margaret^- 
i^'68. Joel Osborn Hill(l639~1922)m.Eliza Va. Uo 

Sm.M&ry Melvina 
6m.Mrs.Eliza Bur 

Doctor Chanev 8111(1841-1927) m.Nancy J. Mo 
William Isaac Hill(1846-1988) m barah Hurr?( 


A'i?4. 

J65. 

66 . 

^67. 


^ 69. 
60. 



iW (1847-1981) 
' -1-1915) 


^61. Henry L. Hill (1866-1951) m. Laverna Parsons?. '1972-1899) 

2m. Nannie Wade ( - ) 

Mollie Hill ( - ) m. Gorge Overholt ( 

Allen Lee Hill (1866-1946) Not ra. 

A. Willis Hill ( - ) m. Gertrude Ruckman 

bamuel Hill ( - ) a* Maude Cutlip ( - 

Elizabeth Hill ( - ) m. Edward Hume ( - / ion 

William Preston Hill( -1950)m.badie Cath. bheetf (189^- 


ea. 
6 £. 
64-r 
£-6£. 
i—015. 
t-67. 


i 


) 


) 


7. Isaac Hill (1802- 
(,-71. William Hill 

_^72. Nancy Hill ( 

.78. Rebecca Jane 
Richard Hill 


^74. 


7b. 

*"‘76. 

•-77. 

i^78. 

&9. 


Christopher 
Morgan Hill 
Margaret Eli 
James Hill ( 
Edith Hill ( 


1842) m. Jane Edmiston (18067-1805) 

( - ) m. Miriam Blair ( - 

) m. Thomas Mathews ( - ) . 

H ill 91824-168#) m.Isaac Handley(1822-1890) (Jcnn,Jr) 
$1882-1908) m. Allie Fulwider (L8 t .4-1380j 
£ra. Mary 1,1862- 

Hill ( - ) Not ra. 

(1886-1919) m. Sarah Groseclose (1B3&-1 j2j) 
z. H3.ll(1839-1922>m.Samuel C. Hemphill (1881-1911) 

) m. Nancy Kenner ( 

) No 


m. nancy nenner ^ 

Not m. (May not belong tc this family) 

8. William Hill (1804-1868) m. Anna Rhea (Ray) (1809-1896) Nicholas Co. 
u 81. Elizabeth Hill (1829-1852) m. Alfred Grayes ( - ) 

82. Robert Hill (1882-1858) . J 

is 85. Nancy Hill (1854- ) m Hutchison ( - />. 

^84. Richard Hill (1857- ) Notm. d. of fever in Civil War. 

^85. John Hill (1040-1922) m. Rebecca M. Rader (1847-.929) 

^66. James Sam. Hill(1842-1927)m. Lydia J. Hutchi on (1->45-1891) 
u^87. Archibald Hill (1848-1878)m. Elizabeth Bobbit t ( - ) 

88. Margaret Catherine Hill (1848-1850) 1 . 

1^89. Joseph Hutchinson Hill(1851-1951)m.£trah W. Burr (1851-1955) 

V 9. Joel Hill (1807-1884) m. Rebecca Livesay (1808-1087) 

^91. Mary Frances Hill $1635- )m. Sherman Harper ClErk( 1829-1901) 

92. Ann'Eliza Hill ( - ) m. Oscar Groves ' ) 

95. Martha Hill ( - ) m. Mansfield Groves( ■ - ) 

94. Melinda "Linn" Hill ( - ) m. Levi Gay( - ) 

K'95. Caroline Hill (1845-1877)' t. Daniel Ammen Peck (1558-190 4) 

96. Lucy Hill (1641-1902) m. William Curruy (1821-1814) 

97. f. Hill ( - ) 

98. G. Allen Hill ( -186. ) Not u.}k. by Tanket from am ush. 

f 99, Richard Was. (1847— - o) x. rarah Uarg. Witts (1849-1932) 




# 









Children & grand eh. of HI CHARD HILL, Pioneer, and NAH^; MeMFM . 


1 . 


Thomas Hill (1780-1865(1) ra.Anne Cackley (1790-1088) 
ip* «????* Hil1 (1810-1902) m. Anthony Callison Jr 

Cack ley Hill (1812- jj) m. Jane Herrell (1019- 


13. Mary Fry 

14. Nancy 

15. Thomas 

16. Eveline 

17. Lsvinia 

18. 


19. 


H f jnes Ediniston (1809-1871) 

* i Hill atefiSME?* Josiah Oailison (1814-1881) 
Hill (1823-1900+ 

- Hill (1826-1885) Hot m. 

Richard Valentine Hill (1829- ) m. Mary Susan Amiss 

George E Hill (1852-1920) m . Kflflfiy, Jordan (1832-1091) 

£m. Julia Beard (1850-1907) 


) 


(1790-1880) m. John Bruffey (1780-1874) 

|c* Bruffey ( ~ ) m. Levi Hooker ( 

£2. Eliza Bruffey ( -1872) m, 

23. Martha Bruffey ( - ) ffi . 

24. Margaret Bruffey(1819-18^8 

£5. Julia Bruffey (1821-1851 
£6. Lavinia Bruffey ( - i m 

£7. Harriet Bruffey ( - ) 

J?®* ^ rad ^ or ^ Bruffey (1825-1880) m. Mary Jane Watts (1831-1916) 
on* Bruffey (1830-1914) m. Elizabetn Craig (1826-1907) 

cO. John Bruffey,Jr. ( - ) m. Margaret Jane Hill (1837-1864) 

£m. Mary Jane Rader ( ) 


Robert Moore( -1875) 

James Ewing ( - ) 

m. Morgan Anderson (1822-1909) 
m. William McClure (18E4-1854) 

THpgag. .G2,aibaraa B1 a i r ( -1902) 


) 


5. Col. John Hill (1792-1869) m. Elizabeth Poage (1792-1854) 

.'31. Margaret L. Hill(l81£- ) m, Cnesley K. Moore ( - 

,.-'3£. Nancy Davis Hill( - ) a. William Ucliillion( 

i^-35. Mary Warwick Hill ( - ) Not m. 

34. William Poage Hill(1818-1885) m.Elizabeth B. £oage(1816- 
*"35. Richard P. Hili( -1890) m. Nancy Gillilan ( -1852) 

£m. Nancy J. Agnes Miller 

36. John Hill ( - ) died young 

37. Thomas Hill ( - ) Mot m. 

38. Robert P. Hill ( - ) Not m. 

JS9. Samuel Davis Hill (1825-1872) m. M artha Ella. McNeel (1837-1897) 

50. Geo. Wash. Hill (1829-1899) m. Mary** %ftiz. McNeel (1838-1928) 
j/'cl. Eliz. Rebecca Hill (1831-1896) mT Hampton D. Harailton(1824-1916) 

4. Martha Hill (1795-1877) m. George Russell Gillilan (1794-1854) 

S 41. Richard Hill Gillllan (1814-1891)m. Marv Handlev (1818-1878) 

42. Nancy Gillilan (1816-1896) m. John-G eorge McNeel (1810-1892) 

43. Lydia Armstrong Gil- (1819-13041*m. Mathias Fox (1814-1904) 

44. James B. Gillilan (1822-1824) 

45. William B. Gillilan (1824-1825) 

46. George W. Gillilan (1826-1829) 

i^47. James Thomas Gillilan (1828-1877)m.Amanda McClung (1832-1868) 

48. Elizabeth R. Gillilan (1831-1888)m.William McClung( -1862) 

49. Samuel Armstrong Gillilan (1834-1904) Not m. 

40. John McNeel Gillilan$i837-1917) m .Rachel Ruth Kelley(1842-1923) 


5. Margaret "Peggy" Hill (1797- 

51. Electa Gillilan 

52. Talitha Gillilan 

53. Nancy Gillilan 

54. Lydia Gillilan 

55. John Gillilan 

56. Samuel Gillilan 

57. Shedrach Chaney Gillilan! 


) m. Samuel Gillilan ( 


) 


Not m. Killed by a boy. 










. of RICHARD HILL and NANC'f McNEEL 
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LHI 

LABOR HEALTH INSTITUTE, INC 1127 PINE STREET 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

FIRST COUPLE MA.RRIED IN JAMESPORT TOWNSHIP 


ST. LOUIS 1, MO. 



Richard Hill was bom in Pocahontas county, W. Virginia, in 18lit, 
and came to Daviess county in 1835 locating on a farm 2\ miles west ofvJamesport. 
Richard Hill and Anna Gillilan, of Greenbrier county, W. Va., were the first couple 
married m Jamesport township. They were the parents of five children, the oldest, 
James C, Hill, being the first boy born in Jamesport township. Mrs. Hill died in 1853 

and Richard Hill was married again to Miss Agnes Miller, of Jamesport, three children 
being born to this union# 

Richard Hill died in 1890. All of his family have passed on except 
lo grandchildren and several great grandchildren and great-great grandchildren/ 


(from the Gallatin Democrat-Daviess County Centennial Edition-28 October 1537 

Vol. 70, No. 17- — -Page 2 Section F) 


Caliison, who came to ft.Ti.ss cotmty 1 100 years ago, settling'at Jamesport. He* 
and his brother pjar^in Caliison owned the'land where Jamesport now stands, and 

ajw^Lxvang m Davxess county,now run into the fourth generation. ' 

Slrs n f E f’ S l8l7 tm a nd ° il3 i lanj Pi oneer Daviess Coubtians, who came to Daviess county 100 
SrtaSn" ^ ?! ar Jamesport * clones they wore when the above picture 

whioh thii !M££ ll a”tintype^ £££ 





I 


In the name of God, Amen, I, Michael Harness of the south branch manor in the 
County of Hampshire, State of Vj being of good health at present & considering the 
uncertainty of human life & and that it is necessary for all persons while they have 
happiness to enjoy their senses & memory perfect, to settle and despose their affaire 
in such manner & may prevent lawsuits after their death amongst friend & relatives. I 
therefor to prevent the same as much as possible in my own family, do dispose my estate 
in manner following vis; - 

Item - I recommend my body after my death to earth from whence it came to be 
buried in a decent manner & my soul unto my Heavenly father and it is my desire that 
all my funeral expenses and other lawful debts to te paid as soon as convenient as can 
be done after my deoise 

Item - I Join & devise unto my beloved wife Elizabeth one third part of my 

plantation_? & tenements or yards and aU belonging to it, during her life 

as also two slaves, one negro man, named Manuel, and one wench named Rachel, to labor 
for her during her life, and if said wench should bare any children, the half to be 
my wife's own for her & her heirs forever and after her declse the above named 
Manuel & Rachel nnH their increase as above, to be returned to my sone, Jacob Harness, 
to be his own & heirs forever, and I give to ay beloved wife one third of all my other 
effects & moveables & also one third in moneys left by me to be her own forever - 

Item - I give & devise to my youngest son, Jacob Harness, my plantation, dwelling 
house, barns, orchard end all of husbandry and all household furniture (my 

wife's part excepted) the living stock & also all my slaves except one Peter, in short 
he is to have everything left by me on the plantation & this is for the good cause & 
reason, that I have furnished & supplied my eldest sons with lands & other necessaries 
before In forever times, all to be his without molestion forever - 

Item - I give k bequeath to my son John Harness one equal part of the moneys 
left ly me for him & his heirs forever & no more - 

hm - I give & bequeath to my son George Harness one equal part in moneys left by 

me for him & his heirs forever & no more - 



Item - I give & bequeath to my aon Peter Harness, one negro named Will & also 
one equal part in my moneys to be his & his heirs forever & no more - 

Item - I give & bequeath to my grandson, Mlchall Harness, & his sister Elis. 
Robinson, one equal share of moneys left by me to be divided among them* 

Item - I give and bequeath to my beloved daughter Elis. Yoakum & Barbara See & 
likewise Dorothy Hombeek & liargeretha Hornbeck likewise each one of them to have 
equal part in moneys left by me to be theirs & their heirs forever & no more - 

And lastly I hereby appoint my son John Harness & my soninlaw Samel Hornbeck 
sole executors of ay last will & testament. I hereby revoke & make void all other 
wills. 

In witness thereof I set my hand & seal thia _day 1774. 

Michael Harness 

In witness thereof 

Anthony Baker, Joseph Petty, Jacob Yoakum 
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THI KIRI DC I JAHILT 
Copied fm reoordo Ini 

Christians C«« piste 7 sally Bible* Published ta LIrerpool, Angland, 
by aeveral &1 vines »f the church of Ingland, Printed by John Schofield 

Printed by 


la Prince Street, MDCIIX, Ohrlstiuia Coaplete lev Iistueot. Frl a 
George foods, la prince Streat, Llrerpoal, Xnglend,(end tltlo). 
Inscription of middle flyleafi Charles Bskrldge, Secesber 6, 


1785* 


to cord so written. 


f htrlcB Btkrldfa . son sf Sisnel and Jane his tlfe, m boro August 27, 
s 1737 and departed this Ufa July 1?, 1903, 

born Bov, 


Hannah Culey, daughter of Janos end Ilteebeth Ms rift, 

5, 1739. 

Charles BaVridga and Hannah Galey wars serried hoe. 20,1758. 

?lliiw £ ok ridge son of Chsrloa and Hannah hi a fide, fas born Oct* 

27, 1765. 

Hannah departed this 11 fo Jane 12, 1769. Is 30th year of 11 fo. 

Charles tstrldg* serrie d Harr Ann Ians July 1H,1771* 

Hector Hoes Tekrldse sob of Charles and Hary Ann was born Sept* 19*1772* 
---— g lare records fill balance of pagei—Deleted* 

Hoe ter R. Kakrldge v&s born September 19, 1772, departed this life Hay?, 18? 

imwais jrss w*.™ 

Jennet Ashton let ridge born Sept. 27, 1795 daughter of Hector and 
Susannah his wife, and dlsd Bebru^ry 19, 1797. 

Ann Matilda Bek ridge daughter of Rector end Susannah his wife, was 
bora Ss?t* 19* 1799. 

: ^artl|^ i^t^n 1strldice , son of Hector A Susannah his vlfo, was bom 

■ Courtney L* Eskridge, daughter of Hector A Susannah Ms vlfo. vss bora 
August >7# 1799. 

11 chard Harrison Eskridge, on of Hoetor A Susannah his wife, was born 
Kay 15* 1804 and diad August 20, 18?% 

Thoaas Orlando Eafcrldgs sen of Hoetor A Susannah his wife, v&s born 
June 7, 1509 »_ - _si 1T4 records fill b-lance of sage—Deleted, 

Barrie! &" ht0n V* _*°rn July . 20.180> died 1856 In Klseourl. 


iocktro 


UUf^flft died August 3,1550; 
Children of shoret 


l.Hecter Hose Bet ridge born fug. 4,183? -5. Charles lashtngton b.Anrll 8 
—died 1910 78 • CLiitC ,19lO (6^J 

6,Hsrrlet Virginia b,June6,1844 
7.Samel Hartley b.July 30,1945 


?.Hary Ana Tlrglnla b, 9ept*17,lR34 
3*Thoaas Hsalet bora Aprlill.1837 
A.Leulae Larelette born Aug* 11,1839 


^ y'VSZf&J&X! * r> + ' 

L-~ F- z - ( 

P CTtif . 


ft . 
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Route One, Box 196 
Knoxville , Iowa 50138 

Pocahontas County Historical Society 
Marlinton, West Virginia 24954 

Dear Editors: 

Circumstances prevented my getting the following information to 
you in time for it to be included in the 1981 History Of Pocahon¬ 
tas County. You may use it In your Newsletter. Also, 1 should Hite 
it to be filed for use in any future histories. 

GRAEME or G RAHAM 

Graame or Graham is one of the oldest Scottish clan names. Tradition 
states that the phrase ” Graeme's Dyke " Commemorates an early 
Graeme having breached the Roman Wall across Scotland. I have the 
Coat of Arms. 

FELIX GRAEME- - GRIMES 

around 1760, five Graeme brothers left their native Scotland in 
search of better opportunities In Ireland, After ten disappointing 
years, they went to Liverpool and boarded a ship for America. 

Catherine Hull, a young English woman, came to America on the same 
ship as the Graeme brothers, a storm at sea delayed the ship and 
It ran out of fuel. The passengers were required to surrender all 
wooden possessions . Catherine was distressed at having to part with 
her spinning wheel. She succeeded In hiding the spindle in her bed¬ 
ding. ( It may be that one of Georgiana Boblett's descendants has 
Catherine's spindle.) The journey ended at New Castle. 

The Graeme brothers parted and did not keep In touch. Felix and 
Catherine were married and found their way to the hill Country of 
Pocahontls County, Virginia. The Commonwealth of Virginia was 
granting a settler all of the land around which he could blaze a 
trail in one day, Felix got an early start and by nightfall he had 
possessed one thousand acres. ( about 1770 ) Settlers who knew 
Latin, but not Gaelic, called him Mr. Grime, and soon he was 
Mr. Grimes. 

The Price History lists the daughters of Felix and Catherine as 
Margaret, Mary, Sally, and Nancy. All four married and went to Ohio, 

Their son, Henry, died young. Their four grown sons were: 

Arthur m John m Charle s m James m 

Mary Sharp/ Elizabeth Lartha Buzzard/ Mary Burner/ 

Burner/ 

Mary Sharp was the daughter of William Sharp, senior, a Revolutionary 
soldier and Indian Scout, I am a D. A. R. . 

Arthur's son, Henry, married Hester buzzard . Henry's son, Lane B. , 
married Sarah Drucilla Buzzard..Zane's son, Henry Hayes, was my 
father. Kayes' wife, Ada Virginia Turner, was from the southern 
branch of the Turner line. 

Faithfully Submitted, 

,-l n r Mrs. John C. Turner 







Felix Graeme- - - Grimes — continued -- page 2 

Arthur, son of Felix, married Mary Sharp, daughter of William Sharp, Sr. 
Their children were John, Arthur,Jr., Rebecca, David G., Jane, 
Rachel, and henry. 

Eenry, son of Arthur, married tester Buzzard, daughter of Reuoen Sr. 

(or Rudolph) Buzzard and Susannah Zickafoose Buzzard, 

Thier children: 

Peter Bul l m FranAlin m David m 

'Martha Grimes / paleie Dilley, Nary Kane / Celia Smith 

Zane B . m 

Sarah Drueilla Buzzard, daughter of Sampson Zickafoose Buzzard 

and Eleanor Morrison Knapp 

Hugh m 

jtancy Mays. Their children were Celia, Anderson, Willie, Walter 
and Harry. Hugh was the only one of the five Grimes brothers who 
was no t a soldier in the War Between The States. 

Susan m Haney m Mary m 

Jim Pyles/ Bill Symms/ John Carpenter 

There is a question concerning who married the Carpenter but the 

above is my record. Effie Grimes Janies said that her grandfather, 

Franklin Grimes,had a sister who married a Carpenter but she does 

not have their Christian names. 


Pater Hull Grimes served in the Confederate Army until W. Va. became 
a state, then served as a spy for the Union,had”two horses shot from 
under him.The second time, he suffered a severe wound in his leg. he 
stuffed the wound with Confederate money and Esade his escape. 

The children of Zane B. Grimes and Sarah Drueilla Buzzard; m Oct ,17,1667. 
( born June II, 1644,died Jan.16, 1911. Sarah born Mar.16,1848 - 

died Dec.4, 1918 ) 

Uly3se s m , Bell m Parmella m Effie m 

Ida Carpenter/ James Gregg / Henry Gregg/ william; Lowe 

Patrick Howdyshell 

lenrj Hayes m G arfie ld m William Una Ann 

Ada V. Turner/ Ella Moore/ 1684 - 1905 / 1878 


Henry Kaye s Grimes, b-Feb.4,1877, d- Mar. JO, IS57. hi- Jan. 12, 1898 
to Ada Virginia Turner, daughter of James M. & Emma Virginia Green. 


^da was born Dec. 12, j.880, died Feb. 10,1963 

Thier children: 

d-I,.ay 25,1899 m June 15, 1921 /lie 3 dames Guv Erown. Robert Finer & 

John C. Turner b~Nov. 24,1893 /gT7 ‘ --- 1 - 

d-aug. 13, 1981. 


o vacuus? .a u u j ui ywuj r u uc r L X 

Glenn .Waugh are m the new history, 


CarrleGertrude b-May 25,1916, d-Hov.3, 1918. David H. b- Oct. 25, 1918 

































I 


THEODOR SCHUCHAT 

11015 SE Lake Road 
Bellevue WA 98004-7557 
Voice (425) 454-1929 
Fax (206) 726-7898 

Email tedschuchat@mymailstation.com 

June 16, 2001 


Dear at. Johnson, 

lour circular^ letter of June 5 prompted me to 
send you the JCeroxed material enclosed, an account of 
the Jews who lived in Mar lint on during the first half 
of the Twentieth Century, 

i 

as Charlene Beverage will confirm, I have been 
dispersing my personal library. If I..come across any 
more Pocahontas County material, I'll send it along. 


Coodially yours. 



iir. Allen Johnson, Director 
Pocahontas County Pree Libraries 
MeClintic Public Library 
karlinton ^TV24954 
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THE JOHN ( JOHNSON ) JOHNSTON FAMILY 
Dr, Ward M, Sharp 


John Johnstons parents emigrated from New Jersey and settled at Beverley 
Manor in the colony of Virginia in about 17bG* Beverley Manor was a land grant 
by Virginia in 1736 to establish a colony west of the Blue ridge in Western 
Virginia* Its original settlers were, for most part* of Scotch end Scotch- 
Irish ancestry. Present day Staunton, Virginia is centrally situated in what 
was formerly the Beverley Manor land grant. Augusta County was formed in 
17^5 with Staunton its County seat. 

John Johnston was among those early pioneers residing in the Staunton area 
prior to the outbreak of the French and Indian War in 175b* Tte Colony - up 
to this time - had enjoyed some 22 years of peace with the Indians* But by 
17f>i*t war clouds were gathering on the horizon signifying pending hostilities* 

In early 175b t the Govenor of Virginia approved an expedition to attack 
French and Indians at Fort Pitt* On March 3* 175 Ui Capt Andrew Lewis and John 
Johnston enlisted in the Virginia Militia at Staunton. Young Johnston serving 
as an Aid to Capt. Lewis, They proceeded with other Augusta Militia to Wills 
Creek ( Fort Cumberland), There they joined the main body of troops under 
command of Col. Joshua Fry and Lieut, Col, George Washington* 

These troops proceeded to Great Meadows - Fort Necessity located east of 
present day Unlontown, Pe. There they were engaged in battle with a ±arge body 
of French and Indians on July 3, 175b. The Virginia Militia, having suffered 
defeat, were allowed to return home* Capt Lewis suffered a hip wound in the 
engagement (See Muster Roll before battle of Meadows July 3* 175b)* 

More determined now than ever, Governor Dinwiddle of Virginia made plans 
for another expedetton to attack Fort Pitt. But this time he engaged two 
regiments of British soldiers under command of General Braddock, A year and a 
week following the 175b defeat, Braddock met disaster on July 9» 1755* 

Neither Capt* Andrew Levis nor John Johnston were attached to Braddocks 
ill-fated expedition. Instead, they were thought to be engaged in fortifying 
the frontier against pending Indian attacks. For example, Fort Dinviddie near 
Mountain Grove, Virginia was built the summer of 1755* John Johnston worked 
out of this fort during the Indian War. It was on this assignment as an Indian 
spy that he became knowledgeable of that part of the Upper Greenbrier River 
territory of present day Pocahontas County, 

Treaty with the Indians following the French and Indian War in 1758 froze 
or prohibited land acquisition between the top of the Alleghany Mountain Range 
( followed present Virginia - West Virginia boundary in Pocahontas ) on the 
East and the Ohio River on the West. The territory remained off bounds to white 
settlement until the treaty with the Indians at Fort Stanwix in 1768, An influx 
of our earliest pioneers arrived in the Upper Greenbrier following the 1768 
Treaty, John Johnston was among these pioneer settlers. 
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Ke either acquired land or claimed, surveyed or applied for patents prior 
to 1776* A quote from an undated copy of the Pocahontas Times stated that John 
Johnston acquired 1500 acres in the Jerico, community near Karlinton, I did not 
locate this patent, but I did locate one for a parcel of land issued to John 
Johnston dated in 1776. This patent stated that the land was acquired from within 
the 100,000 acre Land Grant issued to the Greenbrier Company in 175?. Andrew 
Lewis was a partner and one of the founders of the Greenbrier Company, This 
1776 parcel appeared to not be for land in Jerico but in the Svago community. 

But the two tracts or surveys may have joined. 

The homestead of this pioneer was situated near the former Porter Kellison 
residence west of Harlinton over Price Hill in the Swago Community, His grave - 
according to my grandmother Melinda Moore Cochran - was in the vicinity of his 
homestead, 

A group of these earliest pioneers formed a community in present Swago, 

Buckeye, Killpoint and Little Levels Communities, following 1768, Indian dis¬ 
satisfaction with the Treaty in 1763 plus British agitation caused hostilities 
to flare. Having grown up among the Indians during years of peace — prior to 
the French and Indian War — there pioneers detected impending dangers 6 They 
decided to build a Fort and remain to defend it. 

This Fort, known as Fort Keckley or Cackley, was completed in 177? (Kerchevai), 
It was a stockade type place of refuge that stood on top of a hill near the 
present village of Mill Point and was the first of four forts built in the upper 
Greenbrier of present Pocahontas County (McNeil), Fort Cackley was fashioned 
and patterned after the types built at 3 tart of French and Indian War in 175L-55. 
This Fort was built and manned by the local settlers. Clover Lick and Warwicks 
Forts were built by the Virginia Militia. John Johnston — being an expert 
woodworker and joint fitter, etc,, of heavy timbers played an important role 
in the construction of Fort Cackley, He served also as an Indian spy or scout, 

John Johnston — like many of the pioneer men — did not marry until into 
their 30 ( s or early 1*0's. Ages of his oldest children suggest he married in 
the early 1770's. His first wife was believed to have been a Ewing - died when 
a relatively young mother, leaving him with 6 children. He employed Elisabeth 
Auldridge as his governess to care for his children ( Geneology: the Auldridge 
Family). He and Elizabeth were later married, Elizabeths orphaned son William 
Auldridge became the progenitor of the Auldridges in Bath and Pocahontas Coun¬ 
ties, 


John Johnstons children - according to Bath County marriage bonds - were 
James, Michael, Thomas and daughters Catherine, Polly and Elizabeth, A daughter 
Bailie did not appear among the marriage bond3. Marriage bonds of his children 
(Bath County Marriage Bonds by Metheny L Vise) reveal that they all adopted 
the name spelled Johnson while their father adhered to the traditional spelling 
of Johnston . Therefore, beginning with the children of John Johnston, the sur¬ 
name was spelled Johnson thus compounding the problem in tracing the geneology 
of the pioneer. The reason for dropping the "t ,f in Johnston for Johnson was 
not known. 

Birth dates of John Johnstons children were not determined but marriage 
dates were based on Bath County marriage bonds, James the oldest son was 
married three times as follows: to Elizabeth Hughes in 1795 > to Elisabeth Poage 
in l8oh, to Sarah Batey in 1812. A son //illiam was bom in 1799 to the first 
marriage James and Elizabeth 3i, Johnson, This William Johnson was of importance - 
as will be seen later - as the major progenitor of the family name Johnson in 
Pocahontas County. 
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John Johns tong son Michael married Hanna Hughe g in 1805 and Thomas married 
Rebecca Burr in l8l3* Both Michael and Thomas dropped out of sight suggesting 
they possibly emigrated, Catherine married Aaron Moore son of the pioneer Moses 
Moore on I/ 18 / 09 * Catherine went by the nickname 1r ftatie or Kate 1 ', John Johnston 
was present to consent for the marriage of his daughter "Katie". Elizabeth and 
Polly Johnson were both married on May 12, 1812 to Jacob Waugh and William Gay 
respectively. This occasion was of note since both the pioneer and his second 
wife Elizabeth Auldridge were present to consent for daughters Elizabeth and 
Polly* 

William Johnson, son of James Johnson and grandson of the pioneer John 
Johnston, married Mary Lamb October 18, I8l8, William and Mary Iamb Johnson's 
children were cited from census records according to year of birth as follows: 

Jane (l8^5)» Sarah (18^7)* Susan ( 1830 ), William Ewing ( 1833 ) and James Elliott 
Johnson in 1837* These birth dates are approximate - give or take a year. 

Marriages of the above were based on marriage bonds: Jane married Milton Sharp 
9/lh/l85l4i Sarah married John Sharp ( of Verdant Valley-Fairview) 6 / 3 A 8 I 45 ; 

Susan married Marcus Waugh 8/29A850; William Ewing Johnson married twice - first 
to Elizabeth Wilson of Upshur County, W, Va; second time to Elisa McCoy IIA 3 A 879 * 
Janes Elliott Johnson married Sally Erie] 6/2U/l8S7. 

John Johnston grew up in an unspoiled, pristine, early American Frontier, 

He was an expert hunter and woodsman. His father and grandfather plied the wood¬ 
workers trade which was a major occupation at the time outside of farming for 
a livelihood. John had ready use of wood working tools. He became a shaper of 
bows and arrows under the tutilage of his father and grandparents. 

The bow and arrow provided much moat of small game for the table when gun¬ 
powder was scarce and expensive* It was handed down through his daughter Catherine 
that her father was an expert bowman. The family would have gone hungry at many 
times - when small game was for the taking — had it not been for the bow and 
arrow at .he hands of the father and his sons. 

The compiler of the John Johnston family history — Ward M. Sharp of Russell, 
Penna — is a great, great grandson of the pioneer. His great grandmother was 
Catherine "Katie" Johnson. Catherine married Aaron Moore in 1809. Their daughter 
Melinda married William Cochran of Stony Creek. They had two children, William 
Cochran Jr. who moved to Sunbury, Ohio and daughter Catherine Cochran who married 
my father Giles Sharp, 

John Johnston was bom circa 173b and died circa 1326 at age 92. 



